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From the desk of the President……
Happy New Year 2019! A new year is upon us with all
sorts of possibilities. I have lots of enthusiasm to make an
even better year than last year - it’s our 45th Anniversary!
We had a very successful year in 2018, so how do we top
that? By continuing to join in, represent, facilitate, weigh
in, and recognize all that the Society stands for, to do with
history and heritage in our town. We have the upcoming
Ward 4 - Maple Syrup Festival in March, the Cultural
Summit, Doors Open in May, choosing

community centres and schools. Our website generates a
great array of questions from visitors who we help to
facilitate answers, with our various partners who are able
to assist. We were invited by Metroland to submit
articles of historical interest on a quarterly basis to the RH
Liberal and in turn we have invited members to take part
to write about their interests in our heritage and history.
We will continue this as an ongoing method of spreading
the unique and interesting history of Richmond Hill,
anchored by Yonge Street, one of the oldest and longest
streets in the world-joining up to the Trans Canada
Highway! History is yesterday, today and tomorrow - our
community continues to thrive, growing each day with
new methods of transportation, new technologies, and
continue to welcome people from all other the world who
will become new threads of history weaving themselves
into our very interesting heritage. The Executive thanks
all of our members and friends for their support in the
Society for the past 45 years.
Happy 45th Anniversary !!

Kevin Dark and Norman McMullen representing the
RHHS at the Cultural Summit-March 2018
and presenting a new recipient with the annual Bert Hunt
Heritage Award in June, Cultural Days in September and
we look forward to hearing from wonderful speakers we
enjoy at our monthly meetings. We have a representative
on the Heritage Richmond Hill committee, keeping an eye
out for preserving important buildings or landscapes that
are recognized as representing an era or maybe where a
significant person or family lived within our community.
We have a representative on the Heritage Centre
Advisory Committee, keeping the future museum
feasibility study updated and ongoing, helping to advise
on programming both in the centre and outreach in

Terry Knight-President
RHLBC celebrating 100th
Anniversary-Recipients of the
Bert Hunt Heritage Award 2018

RHHS Upcoming Programs
Monday January 21st, 2019-7:30 p.m.

Please join us to
vote in the new 2019 Executive
Committee for the year and hear
how well we are doing as a
community society. After the
official voting is completed please
BRING along your precious
treasures that you would like to
BRAG about! Any items of interest
– Old or New, if you think we’d be
interested dust ‘em off and share
with the members!

names have appeared in Onomastica
Canadiana, The Globe and Mail, The
National Catholic Reporter and The
Medical Post. In addition, he has given
dozens of lectures on names in Canada,
Italy and the United States and made
more than one hundred broadcasts on
CBC Radio and Radio Canada.
Monday March 18th, 2019 -7:30p.m
Speaker : To Be announced
See Website for further details
Monday April 15th, 2019 -7:30p.m
Double Threat: Canadian Jews, the Military,
and World War II.
Speaker: Ellen Bessner - Author/Journalist

Monday February 18th – 7:30 p.m.

The History of Surnames
Where did they Originate ?

Speaker : Tim Nau
Everybody has a surname and every
surname tells a story. Smiths used to
smite things; people named Small used
to be small in stature; Mr Madison was
the son of a woman named Maud; and
Mr Hill probably lived near –you
guessed it– a hill. Eventually such
names for individuals became the
surnames of today. This lecture will
explore the history of surnames and the
meanings behind them.
Tim Nau has served as Books Editor of
the journal of the Canadian Society for
the Study of Names and his articles on

For her new book, Ellin spent six
years researching, and travelling,
and interviewing over 300 veterans
and their families, to tell the untold
stories of how and why Canada’s
Jewish community sent 17,000 men
and women in uniform to defeat
Hitler and the Axis in the Second
World War. It is a story that has
never been comprehensively told
before and fills an important gap in
the publicly known accounts of how
a country of volunteers helped to
win the war.

Monday May 20th, 2019 – 7:30 p.m.

"Industries of the Mill Pond"
Speaker - Cheryl Butler

RHHS Past President Cheryl Butler will
talk about industries of the Richmond
Hill Mill Pond. The Mill Pond helped to
attract business, as a source of power in
the Early Days of the village, in turn
attracting people to build, live and work
in the late 1800’s. Visit www.rhhs.ca for
more details.
**All are welcome to attend. Bring a friend or two!
Guest Fee $5.00
Yearly memberships are available
$40.00 for Family & $25.00 Single
Light refreshments are served following the meeting.
For further information about meetings or
programs, please call Andrea Kulesh at 905884-2789

Thank you to Delmanor for their
generosity in hosting the monthly
RHHS Executive Meetings for 2019.
Very much appreciated .

Do you have a personal treasure, a family heirloom
or a collection of objects, that you would like to
donate to the Richmond Hill Artifact Collection,
Sports Hall of Fame or Art Collection? Sharing your
treasures, help to bring fresh perspectives to the
existing collections and to areas of research as our
history evolves. The value of an object is increased
when more is known about it. Who made it? How
was it used? How did it come into your possession?
All of these facts can be shared with others in our
community at the Heritage Centre, Community
Centre exhibits, outreach and tours. For further
information, please contact: Carol Hughes
Heritage Services Assistant – Curatorial and
Education, Heritage Services at 905-780-2927 or
email carol.hughes@richmondhill.ca

Note: The Society was very successful in
facilitating the donation of multiple artifacts to
the general collection in 2018. The Sports Hall
of Fame is continuing to grow, so if you have
any photos, badges, uniforms or memorabilia
related to Richmond Hill sports (schools, local
community or other events) call Carol and
discuss the possibility of donating your items.

By Andrea Kulesh

You don’t have to go back too far in time to see
playing outside in wintertime has changed
considerably. As a child from the 1950’s, I have
wonderful memories of playing in the snow.
Sounds of snow crunching and the scuffing of
snow pants rubbing together remind me of the
fun we made for ourselves - even catching
snowflakes on our tongues and eating snow
was a thrill. Winter was exciting - imagination
reigned and any game was possible.
Winter seemed endless - snow on tap for our
pleasure. To me - everything was covered in it
- telephone poles on Yonge Street - piled half
way up, after the plows went by and the wires
dipping heavily with ice.

Snow transformed outside into a huge
playground. That meant building forts, tunnels,
and sledding!
Neighbours flooded their backyards for skating.
We'd lace up our skates and glide around for
hours, shinny, figure eights and lots of races!
Our backyard had a hill - that only the brave
would take on!
We’d venture out in the cold, dressed in
snowsuits with scarves tied tightly around our
hoods, stranger-danger nor traffic was as big a
worry at that time. Nowadays - safety is a key
concern for children and most would not be
allowed to wander around the neighbourhood.
Tunneling into drifts, we created our own secret
caves. Making snow angels was wonderful and
with good packing snow, we could build forts
and have snowball fights. Opposing sides, with
each army waging battle - snowballs as
ammunition. There was always a spoil sport,
putting ice or stones in the snowballs so they
became lethal weapons and the game would
come to a very bad ending...
Bragging how big we could roll the snow, we
built endless snowmen. Sledding was the best.
Cardboard was great, or sliding down a slope
head first, snow flying in our faces. At the farm,
where Langstaff High School stands, there was
a long hill. We slid on our metal “saucers”,
uncontrollably – especially if the bottoms were
waxed! Wooden toboggans were heavy but
you could squeeze lots of friends on. There
was screaming and laughing all the way down
and a lot of arguing who was going to drag it
back again.
On steep hills, it was particularly precarious
especially on the homemade sled my father
made with old wooden skis, as we hurtled
down the slope at the Thornhill Golf Club and
ended up sliding across the creek at the
bottom...but wasn’t that the whole idea?
I guess, in retrospect, a little safety never hurts!

Sympathy...... Sincerest Sympathy to Chester
Wilson and his family for the loss of his wife
Pearl. Pearl was an integral member of the
Society as a member and Executive member. She
and Chester helped to set up meetings for many
years with their friends, Jim and Avonelle
Monkman. She was always busy getting things
done and at the end of a monthly meeting, she
was at the ready to pour coffee and tea for
everyone to enjoy. Pearl volunteered in many
capacities in the community and shall be missed
very much.
November 22, 1927 - November 24, 2018.
HILL HERITAGE BUILDINGS CARD SET

Support the Society by purchasing
this lovely set of 4 cards of Heritage
Buildings in Richmond Hill that the
Society has reprinted for fundraising.

Metroland Article for the Richmond Hill Liberal-Jan/2019

4 card set for $3 GREAT FOR GIFTS !!
Available at monthly meetings.

“Rose Kessler’s Stories”
Published by: The Richmond Hill Historical Society

After Rose left the family farm north of Bowmanville, Ontario where she grew up,
she moved to Richmond Hill and became a member of the Historical Society. She
was a regular contributor to our newsletter, "Heritage on the Hill". Her stories told
of her memories of life on the farm, her involvement with her family church, her
school days and the social life in the farm community. For those who have never
experienced Canadian farm life, this will be a window into another world. She
writes of the daily routine, the hardships, community spirit, difficulties, dangers
and ultimately the rewards she and her family experienced. The Bowmanville
Museum and Archives have added Rose Kessler's Stories to their collection, saying
it is an important addition to their knowledge of the history of Clarington. (and
could be anywhere in Ontario at that time..)
It has been a pleasure publishing this book. The Richmond Hill Historical Society’s
Executive and Members are delighted to see Rose’s stories in hard copy.

Available for sale at monthly meetings or
call Andrea Kulesh @ 905-884-2789 $12.50 each
THIS BOOK MAKES AN EXCELLENT GIFT FOR YOUNG AND OLD
ALIKE! Get your copy!

Call for nominations for the Bert
Hunt Heritage Certificate Award
for 2019.
Recognizing contributions to preserving
Richmond Hill’s heritage.
Sponsored by The Richmond Hill Historical
Society.
This award acknowledges outstanding
contributions to the preservation of
Richmond Hill’s past and efforts to raise
awareness about the value of that past to
the community and its citizens.
This award also acknowledges the
contributions made by the late Bert Hunt to
heritage conservation efforts in Richmond
Hill over many years. Bert Hunt was
recognized as a community volunteer and
Citizen of the Year by both the Town of
Richmond Hill and the Province of Ontario.
His advocacy for a new museum in
Richmond Hill was instrumental in
launching a Museum Feasibility Study that
saw widespread consultations and a final
report that was accepted by Town Council
and now forms the basis of ongoing efforts
to move towards the reality of a new
Richmond Hill museum. Bert was also a
leader in a project to preserve individual
peoples’ stories of Richmond Hill, and his
personal efforts to capture this invaluable
historic resource were fundamental to its
success. Bert Hunt was a tireless advocate
for preserving Richmond Hill’s history and
his contributions have been recognized on
many occasions. The Bert Hunt Heritage
Award is an attempt to acknowledge the
legacy that is Bert Hunt’s lasting gift to our
Town.
The Award will be made annually by the
Richmond Hill Historic Society in June. The
recipient will be chosen from nominations
received from the community following a
public Call for Nominations issued in March
of each year.

The recipient will be selected based upon
the degree to which their nomination meets
the following criteria:
A resident or organization of the Town of
Richmond Hill
An ongoing contribution to the
conservation and preservation of Richmond
Hill’s heritage and an effort to raise
awareness about the value of that heritage
to the community and its citizens.
A nominee’s contribution can relate to:




Tangible heritage in Richmond Hill, such
as buildings, monuments, landscapes,
books, works of art and artifacts; or
Intangible heritage in Richmond Hill,
such as folklore, oral traditions,
performing arts, social practices, rituals,
festive events, language and the
knowledge and skills to produce
traditional crafts.

A final decision will be made by the
Executive of the Richmond Hill Historic
Society in May of each year, the recipient
will be notified, and arrangements made,
with appropriate publicity, for the award to
be presented at the Society’s annual
Strawberry Social in June.
Please contact Andrea Kulesh, president of
the Richmond Hill Historical Society to
submit your nomination at 905-8842789 or r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca

Nominations for 2019 will be
accepted from March 1- May 1st, 2019.

Andrea Kulesh presenting the Bert Hunt Heritage
Award to Terry Knight, President of the RH Lawn
Bowling Club, with the Hunt Family-June 2018.

…… A small group of people signed up as

members and began the job of making the
community aware of its unique history
and here we are 45 years later. Thank you
to all of the members who have supported
the Society past and present.

Dedication of Memorial Plaque on a park bench located at
Mill Pond to Bert Hunt for his contributions to the RHHS and
for the promotion of history in the town on Richmond Hill.
August 2018.

The Society Membership List
45 Years Ago…..

The Society took part in Culture Days at
the end of September, 2018. We partnered
with the RH Concert Band, The Hill Potters
Guild, the RH Spinners & Weavers and Burr
House. Because of our partnerships we
were considered a Cultural “Hub”.
The RH Concert Band played two sets…

The RHHS partnered with the The Richmond Hill
Concert Band, The RH Spinners & Weavers, Hill Potters
Guild and Burr House for Culture Days-Sept. 2018

A few of the original members listed:
Miss Mary Dawson
Mr. & Mrs. D. Fayle
Miss Doris Leno (now 104 yrs. young!)
Mrs. G. Dewsbury
Mr. Don R. Hick
Dr. and Mrs. James Langstaff
&
Mr. & Mrs*. J. W. Carter * Ann is a current
member in 2019.
Cont’d……….

Members of the Spinners & Weavers demonstrating
their skills at Burr House for Culture Days-Sept. 2018.

Burr House hosted an exhibit by the International Water
Colour Association - on display in the front rooms, and Burr
House had tea and scones on offer in the tea room.

A “Drive Yourself” Tour of Eaton Hall. Kelly had previously
talked to us about her first book, about Lady Eaton and this
lead to arranging a visit of the Seneca College owned
historical property on October 22, 2018 .

RICHMOND HILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Membership Application Form
Please Circle: New Member or
Please Circle:

Renewal

Individual ($25) or Family ($40)

Name (s) : First: _______________ Last :______________
Address:__________________________________________
Author Kelly Matthews returned to talk about her second
book,

E-mail :

_____________________

Signature: _______________________
Date: __________________
Date Payment Received: _________
Cash ____ or

Cheque ____

Please fill in the membership form and mail to:
Membership, c/o The Richmond Hill Historical Society,
P.O.Box 61527, 9350 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, ON
L4C 0C9 or bring the form and payment to a monthly
meeting. We will be pleased to help you register as a
member. Thank you for your support of history and
heritage in Richmond Hill.

“The Road to Mary Lake” in October 2018 – which
lead to……

From Ward 4 - Councillor David West …. I am excited to announce that my third
annual Maple Syrup Festival will take place on Saturday, March 23 from 10 am to
2 pm at Elgin West Community Centre & Twickenham Park, located at 11099
Bathurst Street. The event will invite families to enjoy a horse and wagon ride to
the nearby “sugar bush” to learn about the history and production of Maple
Syrup, as well as a free pancake breakfast. This is a fantastic opportunity for
residents to join together and perhaps meet a new neighbour, while experiencing
and learning the history of Canada’s sweetest national treasure, maple syrup!
The Globe & Mail-March 17, 2017(for Canada 150) Maple syrup endures as a national
symbol
Behold the beauty of the classic maple syrup can, that
icon of Canadiana. In the picture, a farmer collects
sap into buckets, horses haul a sleigh through the
snow, and smoke billows from the chimney of a rustic
sugar house.
It is Canada in a can. A snapshot of our outdoorsy
selves harvesting the sweet elixir of nature. (By Ingrid
Peritz)

The RHHS will be on hand, once again, as part of the Maple Syrup
Festival. Our booth will be selling this year’s new crop of maple
syrup. Come and enjoy some pancakes, music, children’s crafts and demonstrations inside and out. Join in and enjoy
some yummy maple syrup. Learn about the old ways of producing maple syrup and the updated methods. This is an
annual fund raiser for the RHHS. Funds raised will help to assist in the plans for 2019 to support history and heritage
opportunities provided by the town of Richmond Hill and Provincial initiatives. Please support the RHHS by visiting our
booth and purchasing some delicious syrup or maple candy.

RHHS Maple Syrup Prices
$8.00
250 ml.
$13.00
500 ml.
$24.00
1 litre
$72.00
4 litres (limited quantity)
Maple Candy $1.50
Maple Syrup made by the Drudge Family, Wroxeter,
Ontario. (available in glass or plastic bottles)
Cash or cheque only.

SEE YOU THERE!!

