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100th Anniversary of the Richmond Hill Lawn Bowling Club-July 8th, 2018 
Photo courtesy of Bud Newton-RHLBC 

 

We were pleased to award the Richmond Hill Lawn 
Bowling Club as the 2018 honoree to receive the 2nd 
annual Certificate of Recognition. President - Terry 
Knight accepted the Bert Hunt Heritage Award on 
behalf of the club at the RHHS Annual Strawberry Social 
on June 18th. The club is celebrating its 100th 
Anniversary. The RHHS recognizes that the organization 
successfully fund raised, purchased (in 1918), developed 
and  maintained a heritage property, kept the rules and 
practice of a heritage sport, preserved an artifact 
collection for the enjoyment of the members, 
encouraged local sport and continually maintained the 
original understanding and inclusiveness of the 
mandate, while encouraging change to enhance the 
future - moving forward to achieve another 100 years in 

the Town of Richmond Hill.                           
Congratulations to all of the wonderful volunteers in the 
last 100 years who helped to keep the club successfully 
running for one century !   
Executive members of the RHLBC attended along with 
President Terry Knight and we were also pleased to host 
Carol Hughes from Heritage Services and volunteers 
from the Artifact Collection. A PowerPoint presentation 
was shown as part of the evening’s program prepared 
by some of the Lawn Bowling Club’s members in 
celebration of their anniversary. We also enjoyed the 
wonderful strawberry desserts prepared by our Social 
Director Joan Lund and her great team of volunteers!! 
Thank you to everyone who made the evening such a 
wonderful success.  

mailto:r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca
http://www.rhhs.ca/


 RHHS Upcoming Programs 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE FALL 2018  

PROGRAM LINE-UP 

 

Monday September  2018-7:30 p.m.    
Exploitation of the Dionne Quintuplets 

Speaker : Donald Zeledin 

 
At the height of the Great Depression, something 
incredible happened that gave Canadians hope 
for the future. Against all odds, identical 
quintuplet girls were born to Oliva and Elzire 
Dionne in the hamlet of Corbeil, near North Bay, 
on May 28, 1934 - an anomaly  marking the first 
time that a set of quintuplets had managed to 
survive infancy and grow up into adulthood. The 
Dionne sisters (Yvonne, Annette, Cecile, Emilie, 
and Marie) were born in Canada, just outside 
Callander, Ontario and caused quite a spectacle 
in the region. 
In the year of 1935, after spending only a mere 
four months with their birth parents, the 
quintuplets were taken away from their parents 
and custody of the sisters was given to the 
Canadian government.  They were made Wards 
of the King for the next nine years under the 
Dionne Quintuplets’ Guardianship Act, 1935. 
Join us to hear about how the girls’ lives were 
anything but normal until they could leave home 
at 18 years old. The government in their zeal to 
ensure that the girls were not exploited ended up 
doing just that.   

Monday October 15th 2018-7:30 p.m.  
Speaker - Kelly Matthews  
....Brings her latest book, 

“The Road to Mary Lake” 
 

In 1910, Sir Henry Mill Pellatt, one of 
Edwardian Canada's wealthiest men, started 
building his famed Casa Loma in Toronto. At 

the same time, he also started work on his 
country farm and estate in King Township 
called Lake Marie, named after his first wife, 
Lady Mary. Created as a place of respite for 
Pellatt, his wife and their many friends, the 
property later was developed into an 
agricultural farm school by a group of Basilian 
leaders. And in 1942, the Augustinians 
established a Monastery and Retreat Centre 
called Marylake on the land they continue to 
steward today. Local author Kelly Mathews 
presents this fascinating story for the first time.  

 
 

Monday November 19th, 2018-7:30p.m 

Speaker : Ross Toms 
Ross returns to speak with the Society from the 
Richmond Hill Legion, about men from 
Richmond Hill that were involved in the Raid on 
Dieppe, France, on August 19, 1942. This was a 
pivotal moment in the Second World War. With 
virtually all of continental Europe under German 
occupation, the Allied forces faced a well-
entrenched enemy. Some method had to be 
found to create a foothold on the continent, and 
the Raid on Dieppe offered invaluable lessons for 
the successful D-Day invasion in 1944, saving 
countless lives in that momentous offensive. 
Canadians made up the great majority of the 
attackers in the raid. Nearly 5,000 of the 6,100 
troops were Canadians. The remaining troops 
consisted of approximately 1,000 British 
Commandos and 50 American Rangers. Although 
extremely valuable lessons were learned in the 
Raid on Dieppe, a steep price was paid. Of the 
4,963 Canadians who embarked for the operation, 
only 2,210 returned to England, and many of 
these were wounded. There were 3,367 casualties, 
including 1,946 prisoners of war; 916 Canadians 
lost their lives.  



Monday December 10th, 2018-6:30p.m 

Holiday Celebration & Party 

  
-ANNUAL MEMBERS ONLY EVENT-  

This Event Begins 1 hour earlier than monthly 
meetings ! 

TBD - The Executive Committee is 
currently reviewing the type of 

celebration that will take place this 
year. A decision will be made and 

announced at the Monday September 
17th meeting. The date and time is 

reserved for December and we will be 
enjoying a Holiday Celebration !! So 
mark it on your calendars...and get 

ready for an evening of fun and 
entertainment....   

   

Monday January 21st, 2019   7:30 p.m. 
Member’s Notification 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING           

& 

BRING AND BRAG 
Please join us to vote in the new 2019 Executive 

Committee for the year and hear how well we are 
doing as a community society. After the official 
voting is completed please BRING along your 

precious treasures that you would like to BRAG 
about!  Any items of interest - Old or New, if you 
think we’d be interested dust ‘em off and share 

with the members!  
If you would to nominate someone (or 

yourself!) for any of the positions on the 
Executive Committee please send them to 
r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca before December 

31st, 2018.  

  
For further information about meetings or programs, 

please call Andrea Kulesh at 905-884-2789  

 
Thank   you to Delmanor for their generosity in hosting 

the monthly RHHS Executive Meetings for 2018. Very 

much appreciated .  

by Peter Wilson, Local History & Genealogy Librarian 
Richmond Hill Central Library (and Member!) 

One of the Town’s greatest mysteries has been the fate 

of the World War I-era German trench mortar that sat 

prominently in front of the cenotaph for over 35 years. 

It was just one of many such trophies distributed across 

the country by the Dominion government as symbols of 

the gallantry of Canadian soldiers and victories achieved 

on the battlefields of Europe.  

At the end of the war, Sir Arthur Doughty, the Dominion 

Archivist, was named Controller of War Trophies and 

was tasked with gathering, cataloguing and arranging 

their return to Canada. The majority were slated for a 

planned Imperial War Museum and by early 1920, the 

government’s official collection consisted of 516 guns, 

304 trench mortars, 3,500 light and heavy machine 

guns, and 44 aircraft.1 

The piece that ended up in Richmond Hill was a 170-mm 

German trench mortar manufactured in Dusseldorf by 

the firm Rheinmetall and was one of thousands 

manufactured between 1913 and 1918. It was captured 

by the Canadian 2nd Battalion on September 27, 1918, 

near the Arras-Cambrai Road, northwest of Raillencourt, 

France.2 We know it was transported by the Canadian 

National Railway on July 9, 1920, and that a base was 

being constructed for it in front of the Richmond Hill 

Public School by May of 1921.3 This cement base was 

built by George Smith with the plan to have the mortar 

in place by Victoria Day of that year.  

                                                           
1
 Canadian War Museum, “War Trophies” Accessed August 

27, 2018. 
https://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/history/after-the-
war/history/war-trophies/ 
2
 Comber, Alex. “War Trophies Allocation and Details 

Database: WHERE THE GUNS ARE NOW.” Warsearching: 
Military History in the Digital Age. August 2018. Accessed 
August 27, 2018. https://warsearcher.com/the-silent-
batteries-war-trophies-of-canada/war-trophies-allocation-
and-details-database/ 
3
 The Liberal, May 19, 1921, page 5. 

mailto:r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca
https://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/history/after-the-war/history/war-trophies/
https://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/history/after-the-war/history/war-trophies/
https://warsearcher.com/the-silent-batteries-war-trophies-of-canada/war-trophies-allocation-and-details-database/
https://warsearcher.com/the-silent-batteries-war-trophies-of-canada/war-trophies-allocation-and-details-database/
https://warsearcher.com/the-silent-batteries-war-trophies-of-canada/war-trophies-allocation-and-details-database/
http://www.delmanor.com/


Unveiling and dedication of the Memorial in honor of those 

who fell in the Great War (August 5, 1923). 

Of course the mortar wasn’t without controversy, 

particularly nearing the completion and dedication of 

the Richmond Hill cenotaph in 1923. The unveiling was 

part of the Richmond Hill 50th Anniversary Celebration 

and Grand Reunion of Old Boys and Girls. In the May 3, 

1923 edition of the Liberal, a column was published 

calling on the Memorial Committee to “remove the 

cannon.” 4 

In the opinion of the writers… “the [memorial] stone to 

be erected should be entwined with sacred memories 

of the boys who fell in the Great War, a place where 

young and old could gather and talk and think of those 

who fell in defense of their country and homes.” They 

further added that the cannon “is not a thing of beauty, 

and for all we know it may have caused the death of 

more than one Canadian soldier.” They also made it 

clear that their suggestion was not to completely 

remove the mortar from public view, but to recommend 

its transfer “to the park or some place less prominent 

than it is at present.”5 

As we know, the Memorial Committee did not heed the 

request and the trench mortar featured at the centre of 

the cenotaph for many years. It served both as a 

reminder of the bravery and gallantry of those who 

defeated their enemies and a place where children 

gathered to climb and perhaps dream of fighting 

imaginary battles against the enemies of Canada. 

Perhaps some of you have even climbed on it. 

                                                           
4
 “Remove the Cannon.” The Liberal, May 3, 1923, page 4. 

5
 Ibid. 

A lot of mystery surrounds the final disposition of the 

trench mortar. Some I have talked to believe it was 

melted down during the Second World War, as was the 

fate of a number of other First World War trophies from 

across the country. However, I found subsequent 

evidence of it remaining on site in front of the old 

Richmond Hill Public School into the 1950s. An article in 

the August 21, 1952 issue of the Liberal expounded on 

the Village acquiring a new look. In addition to talk of 

new awnings, fresh paint and a general clean up by 

merchants and house holders, specific mention was 

made of the trench mortar. “Another clean-up job that 

has certainly improved the main street is the clearing of 

the debris in front of the Cenotaph. When the old 

cannon collapsed, metal and decayed wood littered the 

area around the memorial. This has been remedied now 

and although the cannon does not look its best, it is at 

least neat and tidy.”6 This is work that obviously 

extended its life as an integral part of the cenotaph. 

A subsequent article in the November 6, 1952 edition 

also made mention of the trench mortar. In a letter to 

the editor published on September 29, 1955, William 

Ferguson of Centre Street West congratulated the 

Richmond Hill Horticultural Society for the wonderful 

work they did in landscaping around the cenotaph. He 

went on to lament that a number of recommendations 

that the society put forward to Council were not 

implemented. One of the primaries being “removal of 

the gun and losing it somewhere in a bottomless pit and 

in its stead placing the stone column at the south end of 

the structure on the dais whereon the gun now 

stands.”7 Based on reports of its collapse and repair 

three years earlier leaving it not looking its best, we can 

only imagine how it might have detracted from the new 

look of the monument.  

This letter by Mr. Ferguson is the last public mention of 

the trench mortar that I have been able to find in the 

local newspaper, Council minutes, School Board 

minutes or elsewhere. When I began this investigation, I 

had hoped that one of the things that I could say 

definitively was what really happened to it… or even 

                                                           
6
 “New Look.” The Liberal, August 21, 1952, page 2. 

7
 “Dear Mister Editor: Richmond Hill War Memorial.” The 

Liberal, September 29, 1955, page 2. 



better, to actually find it tucked away somewhere. But 

knows?! 

I will be giving a presentation at the Central Library on 

Saturday, November 10, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. on a history 

of the cenotaph. Cost of the talk is $6.00+HST and 

tickets may be purchased online through the Library’s 

website or on the morning of the talk at the main desk 

on the first floor at Central. 

In preparation for this talk, and as I attempt to build a 

more definitive collection of items related to the 

cenotaph, I welcome any old photographs, newspaper 

clippings or other related materials that you or 

someone you know would be willing to donate to the 

Library. Please feel free to contact me @  

pwilson@rhpl.ca  or by telephone at (905) 884-9288 

ext. 5068. 

When you come upon interesting items you 

tucked away long ago while you are “cleaning 

out”, perhaps something to do with Richmond 

Hill or of historical interest, think of donating 

to the Town’s Artifact, “Sports Hall of Fame” or 

Art Collections. If you have items to donate, 

please call Carol Hughes at 905-780-2927 or 

email  carol.hughes@richmondhill.ca 

 

 
                                                                  by Andrea Kulesh 

I had the pleasure of receiving a phone call from a 
Ron Houlihan in June, who introduced himself as a 
previous resident to Richmond Hill. His family lived 
on Rumble Avenue. He wanted to know if the RHHs 
would be interested in reading his memoirs about 
his life as a young man who left “the Hill” for six 
years, hopping freight trains and thumbing for lifts 
(his words), across the country. He eventually 
returned to Richmond Hill and began his married 
life to his beloved wife – now celebrating 55 years 
of marriage. Of course I said yes ! and received the 

book a week later. After reading through it, I sent 
him a letter thanking him for giving me the 
opportunity to read his memoir and asking him if I 
could let our members know about his memoir. He 
gave permission to publish details of the book in 
“Heritage on the Hill”.  Ron lives in Emily Township 
near Lindsay. If anyone is interested in purchasing a 
copy please let me know and I can give you his 
details to get in touch with him directly. The price 
of the book is $18.00 plus postage. I will have the 
book on hand at meetings for anyone to look and 
see what this “young bindlestiff” got up to on his 
adventure riding the trains, 50 years ago, across 
the country, experiencing Canada from a freight 
train door.   Call Andrea @ 905-884-2789.  

 
 

 
Tickets for all presentations are $6.00 plus HST and may be 

purchased in advance through the Library’s website 

(http://www.rhpl.richmondhill.on.ca/Programs/ProgramList

.cfm?categoryID=3). You may also pay on the morning of the 

program at the Circulation Desk. 

Jerry Smith – A Man in His Time 
Richmond Hill has borne witness to a long line of 

prominent citizens, many of whom have played crucial 

roles in the development of our community. One such 

individual was master watchmaker Jerry Smith. We are 

very pleased to welcome Mary Jane Celsie, our Director, 

Content and co-author of Jerry Smith: Richmond Hill’s 

Master Watchmaker. Mary Jane and co-author Audrey 

Smith Koning crafted a rich and historically significant 

story of early Richmond Hill. Join us as Mary Jane shares 

the story of a man in his time. Central / Room A - 

Saturday, September 15, 2018, 10:30 am – 11:30 am; 

$6.00 (+HST) 

mailto:pwilson@rhpl.ca
mailto:carol.hughes@richmondhill.ca
http://www.rhpl.richmondhill.on.ca/Programs/ProgramList.cfm?categoryID=3
http://www.rhpl.richmondhill.on.ca/Programs/ProgramList.cfm?categoryID=3


Patterson Village: A 19th Century Company 

Town in the Township of Vaughan, Ontario 
By 1856, Peter  Patterson had established a new factory 

beside the Don River and constructed a company town 

of 18 houses and a boarding house to accommodate his 

workers.  By the early 1880’s there were more than a 

dozen factory buildings and in excess of 100 workers.  

Between the fall of 2012 and 2014, archaeological 

excavations provided new insights into the Village. Dr. 

William D. Finlayson will discuss his book on the 

findings. Central / Room A - Saturday, October 27, 

2018, 10:30 am – 11:30 am; $6.00 (+HST) 

The Richmond Hill Cenotaph – A Concise 

History 
2018 marks 100 years since discussions began about 

erecting a monument to those who made the ultimate 

sacrifice in the Great War. Officially dedicated on April 

23, 1923, the Richmond Hill cenotaph has evolved over 

the years and serves as an important reminder of the 

sacrifices made by our very own local heroes. Although 

his research started with a question about the fate of 

the trench mortar, Local History Librarian Peter Wilson 

has been delving into a much broader history of the 

cenotaph and those it commemorates. He has been 

eager to produce a concise history of it and to share his 

findings. Central / Room A - Saturday, November 10, 

2018, 10:30 am – 11:30 am; $6.00 (+HST) 

Rose Growing in Richmond Hill – History of 

a Blooming Important Industry 
Did you know that Richmond Hill has a deep history in 

the growing of roses? Dominated by a handful of 

prominent growers, it had a huge impact on the local 

economy and life in Richmond Hill. Maggie Mackenzie, 

the Heritage Services Coordinator from the Town of 

Richmond Hill will take us on a journey back to revisit 

one of our Town’s most important historic industries. 

Central / Room A - Saturday, December 8, 2018, 10:30 

am – 11:30 am; $6.00 (+HST) 

Sympathy to: 

Condolences to the family and friends of Irene 

Miller who died in July at age 94. Irene was a 

previous member of the RHHS for many years. 

Condolences to Gary Burke and family of Lynda 
Burke who valiantly battled with cancer until July 
23rd, 2018 when she passed away at Hill Hospice.  
 
Condolences to family and friends of a long time 
supporter of the Society, Marianne May who 
passed away in August, Marianne didn’t attend 
meetings very often, but kept in touch and had a 
keen interest in the history of Richmond Hill. . 

 
 

David Dunlap Observatory in 
Richmond Hill opens doors to 

the skies 

 
Exterior of the David Dunlap Observatory dome that 
houses the telescope. - Steve Somerville/Metroland 

 
It was an “astronomical” amount of work — 10 
years of sweat, toil and sometimes tears from 
Richmond Hill residents, nature lovers, developers, 
town staff and scientists — but the David Dunlap 
Observatory (DDO) property is open again, this 
time as a town-owned public amenity. Even a 
couple of deer, creeping close to the dome's 
entrance at Thursday morning’s media unveiling, 
seemed to want to see what all the fuss has been 
about. 
“I’m just thrilled,” said Richmond Hill Mayor Dave 
Barrow. “I believe we have a destination park. It’s a 
significant piece of land, our own ‘High Park’.”  
/www.yorkregion.com/community-story/ 



Members Norman McMullen and Kevin Dark for 
making a presentation to Delmanor  in June 
about Royal Weddings. They kindly offered their 
time and wonderful collection on behalf of the 
RHHS as a way of letting Delmanor know how 
much we appreciate being able to hold the 
Executive meetings there. Since the year brought 
us yet another much anticipated British Royal 
Wedding, anyone who follows the “Royals” love 
to hear about the customs and pageantry 
associated with these spectacular events. I “hear” 
that Delmanor residents really enjoyed the 
program. Thanks for all your hard work once 
again!  

Mystery ? Centennial Medallion 
The RHHS had an inquiry through 
www.rhhs.ca  asking about medallions 
made for Canada’s Centennial in 1967. 
Brian Thomson asked: 

“Hello, I'm writing an article for a 

newsletter on Richmond Hill (I'm a 

resident here also) and a medallion they 

issued in 1967 for Canada's 100th 

birthday and I was wondering if your 

society had any information on this 

medallion (who issued it, how many 

were issued, how they were sold etc).  

Any help from one history buff to 

another is appreciated.” In reply, I told 

Brian I would contact the Town Clerk to 

see if this was a medallion sanctioned by 

the Town’s Centennial Committee in 

1967. I also asked several other people 

and no one could find anything to do 

with these brass and copper medallions. 

The Town did have knowledge of a 

Centennial Committee but no details or 

meeting minutes. If anyone has 

information regarding these medallions, 

please contact Brian Thomson @ 

centallica@yahoo.com   Images below..... 
 

  

 
Brian is the President of The Canadian Centennial 

Collector's Club which primarily collect medallions 

issued from Canada's Centennial in 1967. Historical 

articles of events that happened in 1967 are included in 

the newsletter also. 

 

In Honour of Bert Hunt 

 
On Tuesday August 28th, 2018, the Society 

unveiled a park bench with a plaque honouring 

Bert Hunt. Mayor Barrow and Regional Councillor 

Brenda Hogg were on hand for the dedication. 

Mrs. Elva Hunt and her family unveiled the bench 

revealing the plaque dedicated in Bert’s memory. 

The bench is located at the north end of the Mill 

Pond-close to Rumble Avenue. Mayor Barrow 

assisted the RHHS in having the bench placed at 

the park and having the plaque made. In 2017, the 

Historical Society established an annual Certificate 

http://www.rhhs.ca/
mailto:centallica@yahoo.com


of Recognition for Cultural Heritage in his name 

and will endeavor to choose appropriate 

recipients in the future, that Bert would be proud 

to support. There is no doubt Bert’s devotion to 

the community of Richmond Hill led to his later 

advocacy of a larger museum that set the 

direction for introducing the way we want our 

heritage and history to look like in the future. We  

hope that we have honoured Bert in a fitting way, 

allowing for people to come rest, relax and reflect 

at the Mill Pond.   

RICHMOND HILL   

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Membership Application Form  

Please Circle:   New Member    or     Renewal 

Please Circle:        Individual ($25)  

           or                      Family ($40)  

Name (s) : First: ____________________ 

 Last :_____________________________ 

Address:________________________  

E-mail :          _____________________ 

Signature: _______________________   

Date: __________________ 

Date Payment Received: _________ 

Cash ____    or      Cheque ____  

Thank you for your support. 

Please fill in the membership form and mail to: 

Membership, The Richmond Hill Historical Society, 

P.O.Box 61527, 9350 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, 

ON  or  bring the form and payment to a monthly 

meeting. We will be pleased to help you to 

register as a member. 

  HILL HERITAGE BUILDINGS CARD SET

       

Support  the  Society by purchasing  this  

lovely set of 4 cards  of  Heritage Buildings 

in Richmond Hill that the Society has  

reprinted for fundraising.  

A four card set for $3.00.  GREAT FOR 

GIFTS !!    

Available for Purchase at Monthly Meetings 

President’s Musings:  
The Richmond Hill Historical Society is having a 
great year. Speakers at our meetings have been 
very interesting and informative and we have lots 
more to look forward to in the coming months.  
We have once again partnered with a great “hub” 
of other community groups for Culture Days, later 
in September. We will be on site at Burr House 
celebrating its historic roots and its restoration by  
our earliest members. Guild Hall was relocated 
next door from nearby Carrville, to allow for 
cultural groups like the Burr House Spinners & 
Weavers and the Hill Potters to have permanent 
facilities to continue their wonderful work. Burr 
House provides space for art exhibits and features 
unique one of kind handcrafted items by Guild 
members made on site. Charming teas are served 
at Burr House as part of the ongoing fund raising 
by volunteer members of both Guilds. If you have 
never experienced Burr House, visit on September 
30th and discover one of the oldest in-situ 
historical homes in the area. Demonstrations will 
be ongoing while the Richmond Hill Concert Band 
play music outside in the garden entertaining 
everyone while enjoying the atmosphere in this 
lovely historic park like setting.  

JOIN IN WITH !  ENJOY ! 

 



“Rose Kessler’s Stories”         
Published by: The Richmond Hill Historical Society 

 
After Rose left the family farm north of Bowmanville, Ontario where she 

grew up, she moved to Richmond Hill and became a member of the 

Historical Society.  She was a regular contributor to our newsletter, 

"Heritage on the Hill".  Her stories told of her memories of life on the 

farm, her involvement with her family church, her school days and the 

social life in the farm community. For those who have never experienced 

Canadian farm life, this will be a window into another world.  She writes 

of the daily routine, the hardships, community spirit, difficulties, dangers 

and ultimately the rewards she and her family experienced.  The 

Bowmanville Museum and Archives have added Rose Kessler's Stories to 

their collection, saying it is an important addition to their knowledge of 

the history of that part of Clarington. (and could be anywhere in Ontario 

at that time..) 

It has been a pleasure publishing this book. The Richmond Hill Historical Society’s 

Executive and Members are delighted to see Rose’s stories in hard copy. 

$12.50 each  

Available for sale at monthly meetings or call Andrea Kulesh @ 905-884-2789 

THIS BOOK MAKES AN EXCELLENT GIFT FOR YOUNG AND OLD ALIKE! Get your copy!    



PIONEER HARVEST FESTIVAL 
September 15, 2018 @ 10:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Black Creek Pioneer Village 
1000 Murray Ross Pkwy 
North York, ON M3J 2P3 

 

Celebrate the harvest at Black Creek Pioneer Village! 

Take part in family friendly harvest themed activities around the village. With 
sauerkraut making, candle dipping, apple snitzing, grain threshing, traditional 

games and a harvest scavenger hunt. 

Follow your nose to the Toronto Mennonite Festival centred around the Town 
Hall Green. This Mennonite and Pennsylvania-German festival is full of delicious 

foods such as homemade pies, fried rosettes, sausages, apple butter, hand-
made ice cream and many international foods. Come hungry! 

Event highlights include: 

 The Toronto Mennonite Festival is run completely by volunteers. The Festival is a 

fundraiser for Mennonite Central Committee’s work of relief, community development 

and peacebuilding – in Ontario, in Canada, and in 60 countries around the world.  For 

over 50 years the Mennonite Central Committee has raised more than $1.3 million for 

MCC at Black Creek’s Pioneer Harvest Festival.  

https://blackcreek.ca/event/pioneer-harvest-festival 

https://torontomennonitefestival.wordpress.com/
https://blackcreek.ca/event/pioneer-harvest-festival


                  A National Celebration of Canadian Culture   
September 28, 29, 30, 2018 
What it is all about :  
Mission: Culture Days is a registered charity (BN: 822013033RR0001) which aims to: 
 
FOSTER appreciation and support of the artistic and cultural life that is lived, created and expressed across the country in urban, 
suburban and rural areas alike; 
PROMOTE direct interaction between creators and citizens, as a key to increasing understanding and appreciation of art and culture; 
and 
AFFIRM that every citizen is the guardian of the cultural life of his, her or their community. 

 Culture Days believes that every individual — regardless of age, location or experience — has the right to access and 
participate actively in arts and culture. 

 Culture Days also believes that the arts and cultural sector makes a vital contribution to the economic and social 
development of Canada and contributes to the overall health of the country.  

This year as our contribution to Culture Days the RHHS is partnering with the Richmond Hill Concert Band, Burr House, Hill Potters 
Guild, Burr House Weavers & Spinners Guild with an exhibit from the International Water Colour Society creating a Culture Days 

Hub on September 30
th

, 2018 . All details have not been finalized but as part of the initiative, we are registered at the 

website. Final arrangements will be made the first week of September with our partners regarding the 
Burr House Tea schedule during the event.  The website posting will be updated during the month and the final poster will be 

distributed throughout the Town and posted to our website.                    https://culturedays.ca/en/2018-activities/view 

Celebrating Culture Days at Burr House - September 30th, 2018 

 12:30 PM to 4:30 PM 

528 Carville Road, Richmond Hill    

Concert Performances: Will be performed in the garden 1:30 - 2:10 p.m. and 2:30 - 3:10 p.m 
  

Burr House Spinners & Weavers Demos • Hill Potters Guild Demos • The Richmond Hill 
Concert Band will be playing two sets during the afternoon- playing a mix of Broadway, 

Gershwin and pop. 
 • The Richmond Hill Historical Society will be on hand (a booth) to tell the story and history of 
the restoration of Burr House and Guild Hall – how it all began. • An exhibit of the International 
Water Colour Society paintings will be on display in one of the artisan’s galleries • tea served • 

Craft Gallery open  

Parking: Accessible Parking available on site – limited spaces! 
Parking at Roselawn Public School , 422 Carrville Road and the corner of Avenue Road 

(walk west to Burr House on Carrville Road) *No permit parking during event 

 

                       HILL POTTERS' GUILD  

  

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/Culture-Days/
https://culturedays.ca/en/2018-activities/view

