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President’s Message    GREETINGS TO EVERYONE – HAPPY SPRING!  Finally spring is here and all 

that comes with this season. The Richmond Hill Historical Society has lots of great speaker meetings coming 
up this year and we are as usual - involved in lots of events. Coming up soon is DOORS OPEN RICHMOND 
HILL – one of my favourite Provincial initiatives, allowing people to enter places they have never had access 
to, may not have considered going to because of cost for their families and maybe didn’t think they could 
enter some of the sites. Despite what everyone thought, now the number of locations open in many towns 
and cities is staggering compared to the early days of this annual event - across the  province.  DOORS OPEN  
Richmond Hill is Saturday May 12, 2018.  Get a brochure and take the tour!  June brings our annual 
Strawberry Social. Everyone anxiously awaits the Ontario strawberry  crop - not knowing if the weather is 
on time - not too wet or dry, a time honoured worry since Canadian farmers began strawberry growing 
commercially.  We are currently considering the nominees for the Bert Hunt Heritage Certificate and will 
notify the next recipient in time to accept the award at the Strawberry Social. Upcoming ideas for the fall 
include a partnership with Burr House-Spinners and Weavers, Potters Guild and the RH Concert Band for an 
afternoon of music, tea time, demonstrations and talking about our history with the restoration of Burr 
House  and the Guild Hall many years ago when the Society began.  Preliminary plans are in the making and 
the date will be announced in the fall edition of the newsletter.  As you know, we partnered with the RH 
Concert Band at the Theatre for the Performing Arts last October with a history lecture accompanied with a 
musical performance “Notes & Quotes”, that was such a great partnership celebrating Canada 150. The 
Cultural Summit we attended in March this year, supports the idea of partnering with other community 
groups for everyone’s enrichment. That is what it is all about, sharing, supporting and enrichment of our 
lives. Each month we learn more history through our wonderful speakers who bring stories and history and 
artifacts from a wide range of subjects. Each month I am always made aware there is so much to learn from 
other individuals and groups. Partnerships - such as we are joining in with can only make us more aware of 
local and global history and heritage, both of which come together, in this country made up of so many 
people from all around the world. So join in, bring us a story or two, recommend a speaker or partnership 
that helps to bring our community closer and more aware of all that makes Richmond Hill such a great place 
to live and enjoy. 

       

mailto:r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca
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RHHS Upcoming Programs 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 2018  

PROGRAM LINE UP 
  

 Monday May  2018  7:30 p.m.  
“500 YEARS OF FOG IS LIFTING -- 

Discover the Extraordinary Number of 
Native Indian Gifts to the World” 

Speaker: Dave Patterson 
(the1492guy) 

Our worldview tells us that today’s 
modern civilization grew from the 
actions of Europeans. But many of 

the shocking truths from 1492 
became invisible. Today we now 
know that the 3500 indigenous 
nations of the pre-Columbian 

Americas were so advanced that their 
contributions are all around us today, 

in every facet of our lives.  
Please see Dave's web site for more 

information www.the1492guy.com 

 

Monday June  2018   7:30p.m. 
-MEMBERS ONLY EVENT- 

    
 Join us for our Annual Strawberry 
Social where we all enjoy the much 

anticipated Ontario grown 
strawberries-topped with some 
delicious ice cream, a seasonal 
dessert that everyone waits for. 

The second annual Bert Hunt 
Heritage Award will be awarded to 

this year’s recipient(s) who will 
join us for the presentation.  

                      

Monday September  2018-7:30 p.m.    

Exploitation of the Dionne 
Quintuplets 

Speaker : Donald Zeledin & Barbara 
Rush

 
At the height of the Great Depression, 
something incredible happened that gave 
Canadians hope for the future. Against all 
odds, identical quintuplet girls were born 
to Oliva and Elzire Dionne in the hamlet 
of Corbeil, near North Bay, on May 28, 
1934 - an anomaly  marking the first time 
that a set of quintuplets had managed to 
survive infancy and grow up into 
adulthood. The Dionne sisters (Yvonne, 
Annette, Cecile, Emilie, and Marie) were 
born in Canada, just outside Callander, 
Ontario and caused quite a spectacle in 
the region. 
In the year of 1935, after spending only a 
mere four months with their birth parents, 
the quintuplets were taken away from 
their parents and custody of the sisters 
was given to the Canadian government.  
They were made Wards of the King for the 
next nine years under the Dionne 
Quintuplets’ Guardianship Act, 1935. 
Join us to hear about how the girls’ lives 
were anything but normal until they could 
leave home at 18 years old. The 
government in their zeal to ensure that the 
girls were not exploited ended up doing 
just that.   
 
Meeting and program information can be 
found on the website    www.rhhs.ca   

https://lg378.infusionsoft.com/Admin/www.the1492guy.com


Thank you to Delmanor for their generosity in 

hosting the monthly RHHS Executive Meetings 

for 2018. Very much appreciated . 

 
Councillor David West & M.P. Majid Jowhari 

COUNCILLOR DAVID WEST  Ward 4  

MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL 2018 

The Richmond Hill Historical Society 

took part for the second year in this 

great event at Elgin West Community 

Centre. There were new wagon rides 

adding to everyone’s enjoyment. 

Demonstration of old and new 

methods of making maple syrup were 

ongoing from 10:00 to 2:00 p.m. Over 

1,000 people enjoyed pancakes served 

with maple syrup made by the Drudge 

Family in Wroxeter. The Society were 

fundraising by selling maple syrup 

from this family who have with ties to 

the Baker family that lived here for 

over 200 years at Bathurst and #7. We 

sold syrup, note cards, books, maple 

candy and postcards. It was a 

wonderful day despite the very cold 

temperature and winds. There were 

children’s activities in the gym and the 

Heritage Centre had activities in the 

A.J. Clark room. Special thanks to our 

volunteers who made it such a great 

day....and thanks to Marj Andre who 

wore a period costume and actually 

stirred the pot making maple syrup 

while interpreting the history of how 

European settlers were introduced to 

this sweet treat by First Nations 

peoples. 
Jim, Karen, Andrea & Marilyn 

 
Mini-Maple Leaf Display & Musicians playing 

fiddles, guitars and dulcimers 

 

http://www.delmanor.com/


 

Once again, the RHHS attended the Cultural Summit on March 27th, 2018 for an 
evening of Meet & Greet at our booth, speaking with many interested visitors. There 
were many people attending and every booth was busy. We were treated to 
performances of many of the cultural groups in Richmond Hill in the theatre.  
  
From the Richmond Hill website: The evening featured an update on 2017 cultural 

plan activities, performances by local artists including Ken, Mark and Stephen 

Sparling, Shadowpath Theatre Productions, the Toronto Chinese 

Philharmonic Arts Center, York Region Chamber Music and Panwar Music 

and Dance Productions and presentation of the Richmond Hill Arts Awards. (this 

was the first year for these awards) . 

 

We were glad to be able to join in at the Cultural Summit. It was a great opportunity to 

highlight the Society, speak with many nice people and enjoy some of the wonderful 

performing arts in Richmond Hill. Thank you to Jim 

Vollmershausen, Norman McMullen and Kevin Dark 

for helping out at our booth.  

 

 

 

https://www.richmondhill.ca/en/things-to-do/Report-on-Culture.aspx
https://www.richmondhill.ca/en/things-to-do/Report-on-Culture.aspx


 
In our last newsletter we reported that 

the upcoming Winter Carnival in 
February would be celebrating its 50th 

anniversary. By all accounts the 
anniversary was celebrated in style with 

many events, pancakes, music 
and of course ice sports! 

 
On the Pond 

 
Dignitaries 

 
...And of course OOKPIK! 

  
This was the first year for the Woof 

Jocks dog agility show and fireworks 
over Mill Pond to replace the skydivers  

from  previous years. . Everyone 
enjoyed themselves!!  

 
All Buttoned Up!!! A historic collection! 

 
The Grand Finale 

Congratulations on the occasion of the 50th 

Anniversary of the Winter Carnival. Thank you 

to all of the volunteers over the years who 

made it happen and we hope to enjoy 50 more 

years of winter fun at the Carnival !!!  

Reported and photographed by Marni Beck 
Robinson-Carnival Volunteer-Thank you.. 

 
 



When you come upon interesting items you 
tucked away long ago; maybe something to do 

with Richmond Hill or of historical interest, think 
of donating to the Town’s Artifact,  “Sports Hall of  

Fame” or Art Collections. If you have items to 
donate, please call Carol Hughes directly at 905-
780-2927 or email  carol.hughes@richmondhill.ca 

RICHMOND HILL   

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Membership Application Form  

Please Circle:   New Member    or     Renewal 

Please Circle:        Individual ($25)  

           or                      Family ($40)  

Name (s) : First: ____________________ 

 Last :_____________________________ 

Address:________________________  

E-mail :          _____________________ 

Signature: _______________________   

Date: __________________ 

Date Payment Received: ______________ Cash 

____    or      Cheque ____ Date Payment Received: 

______________  

Cash ____    or      Cheque ____  

Thank you for your support. 

Please fill in the membership form and mail to: 

Membership, The Richmond Hill Historical Society, 

P.O.Box 61527, 9350 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, 

ON  or  bring the form and payment to a monthly 

meeting. We will be pleased to help you to 

register as a member. 

  WHAT HAVE SOME OUR MEMBERS 

BEEN UP TO? 

Norman McMullen and Kevin Dark were 

invited by the CFUW ( www.fcfdu.org) to 

make a presentation about Royal Weddings 

in Markham last month..... I went along 

with another another member, Holly 

Copland to see what the fuss was all 

about. The CFUW slated the evening as a 

fundraiser. Their mission is to raise funds 

for supporting education for woman and 

girls.  Tea was served from silver tea sets, 

sandwiches were deliciously set out along 

with sweets for everyone to enjoy. Norman 

and Kevin had a very large exhibit laid out 

across about 4 tables-all related to the 

British Monarchy marriages in the past and 

a little bit about the one coming up this 

month in London, England.... ! The venue 

was filled with a very enthusiastic 

audience. Norman and Kevin were kept 

busy answering questions even before the 

meeting started. Norman made a great 

presentation and then the fun began. 

Norman and Kevin began the “show”. 

Everyone loved the descriptions of the 

many items that were on display with all  

of the inside scoop that Norman and Kevin 

are so ably ready to relate!  Bits of royal 

wedding gown fabric, silly pop-up books 

for fun, expensive glass ware and 

porcelain “souvenirs” prepared carefully for 

  

mailto:carol.hughes@richmondhill.ca
http://www.fcfdu.org/


many of the royal weddings of the past. 

Details never before heard! all being 

listened to so intently! Everyone was 

enthralled and as usual this dynamic duo 

put on a great evening and helped to raise 

a lot of money for the education of women 

and girls sponsored by this group. Such a 

worthy endeavor. The evening was a 

smash success. Thanks to Norman 

McMullen and Kevin Dark.  

Editor’s note: I know how much work it is 

to put this kind of presentation together, 

kudos to both of you and thank you for 

your generosity of sharing your wonderful 

collection of Royal Commemoratives...  

Norman McMullen, Andrea Kulesh, Hollie 
Copland and Kevin Dark 

Norman, Members of the CFUW, Kevin and 

Debbie B. who arranged for the Royal Program. 

 
 

On behalf of the Richmond Hill Historical Society we 

wish to welcome new members...  

Dave Patterson and Scott Kennedy.  

 The Richmond Hill Historical Society was founded in 1973 and 

is an affiliate member of the Ontario Historical Society. We 

hold monthly meetings for the presentation and discussion of 

historical information relating to the Richmond Hill area; to 

promote existing historical publications, publish books, 

articles, and newsletters etc., for the advancement of the 

awareness of local sites, deeds and peoples of interest and to 

cooperate with other historical societies and related 

organizations.  

Please enjoy your membership. Thank you for joining 

and supporting  

The Richmond Hill Historical Society. All are welcome! 

HILL HERITAGE BUILDINGS CARD SET

       

Support  the  Society by purchasing  this  

lovely set of 4 cards  of  Heritage Buildings 

in Richmond Hill that the Society has  

reprinted for fundraising.  

A four card set for $3.00.  GREAT FOR 

GIFTS !!    

Available for Purchase at Monthly Meetings 



 

Saturday, May 12, 2018 - 10:00am to 4:00pm 

The Key to Exploring your Community  

Doors Open Richmond Hill is an event that supports cultural sites in the community to 
open their doors to everyone. This free event is part of Doors Open Ontario, launched 

in 2002 by the Ontario Heritage Trust. 
 https://www.richmondhill.ca/en/find-or-learn-about/Doors-Open-Richmond-

Hill.aspx?_mid_=974 
Once again, the Society is taking part in Doors Open, as a community group on-site at 
the Artifact Collection. This is a great place for us to be. As one of the primary donors 

to the collection in 1996, we are able to tell visitors how to go about donating an item of 
interest to one of the collections. Heritage Services now looks after the Artifact-Art and 
Sports Hall of Fame collections. The collection is open for Doors Open one of the sites 
for Richmond Hill. Come and see what the great team of volunteers do each week for 3 

hours, cataloguing, discussing the provenance or local importance of an item and 
check out what is there. Get a brochure and start your tour. Come and visit us! 

  

 

      “Mom and Me for Tea”    
Saturday, May 12, 2018-05-03 

Celebrate moms, aunts, grandmothers or sisters with a full-service tea that includes a platter of dainty 
sandwiches and Victorian style tasty sweets with scones, clotted cream and preserves. Enjoy our private blend 

of tea, coffee or lemonade. 
3 Sittings to choose from: 12:00 p.m., 1:30 p.m. or 3:00 p.m. 

$12.50 per person (tax included) 
For reservations please call: 905-780-3802 

  
19 Church Street North, Richmond Hill, ON L4C 3E6      905-780-3802      

The Heritage Centre has two galleries, a discovery room and meeting room with a patio overlooking the gardens.   
Check out the latest Parks and Recreation Guide for Spring/Summer 2018 Programming. 

Hours of operation:  The Richmond Hill Heritage Centre's regular gallery hours are: 

Tuesdays, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Thursdays, 4 to 8 p.m.              

Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.              

http://www.doorsopenontario.on.ca/
http://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/
https://www.richmondhill.ca/en/find-or-learn-about/Doors-Open-Richmond-Hill.aspx?_mid_=974
https://www.richmondhill.ca/en/find-or-learn-about/Doors-Open-Richmond-Hill.aspx?_mid_=974


 

Join the Pennsylvania German Folklore Society of Ontario 
At  

Black Creek Pioneer Village  
September 5th, 2018    10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

62nd Annual 
PIONEER HARVEST FESTIVAL 

September 16, 2017       10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 
Quilt Auction   

Mennonite Auction Sale of Traditional Handmade Quilts 
Visit the village and explore the Mennonite and Pennsylvania – German Festival 

Featuring: 
Food, Demonstrations, Crafts and Entertainment. 
Hand Made Sausage, Saurkraut and Apple Butter  

In cooperation with: Pennsylania German Folklore Society,  
*Mennonite Central Committee 

*M.C.C. Ten Thousand Villages *IODE, Kathleen  Drope Chapter * Snider Family 
1000 Murray Ross Parkway    416-736-1733    www.blackcreek.ca 

Enjoy the season! 
 

 
 
 



 

“Rose Kessler’s Stories”         

Published by: The Richmond Hill Historical Society 

 
 

After  Rose left the family farm north of Bowmanville, Ontario where she grew up, 

she moved to Richmond Hill and became a member of the Historical Society.  She 

was a regular contributor to our newsletter, "Heritage on the Hill".  Her stories told 

of her memories of life on the farm, her involvement with her  family church, her 

school days and the social life in the farm community. For those who have never 

experienced Canadian farm life, this will be a window into another world.  She 

writes of the daily routine, the hardships, community spirit, difficulties, dangers 

and ultimately the rewards she and her family experienced.  The Bowmanville 

Museum and Archives have added Rose Kessler's Stories to their collection, saying 

it is an important addition to their knowledge of the history of that part of 

Clarington. (and could be anywhere in Ontario at that time..) 

It has been a pleasure publishing this book. The Richmond Hill Historical Society’s 

Executive and Members are delighted to see Rose’s stories in hard copy. 

$12.50 each  

Will be available at our booth for Doors Open on-site at the Artifact Collection and 

are available on sale at monthly meetings or call Andrea Kulesh @ 905-884-2789 

THIS BOOK MAKES AND EXCELLENT GIFT FOR YOUNG AND OLD ALIKE! 

Get your copy!    

 


