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President’s Message GREETINGS TO EVERYONE.  Happy New Year 2018! A new year to start new projects, 

reflect on the past year of Canada 150 and a look to the future in what is up and coming for heritage matters. We 

look forward to any occasion that we can support heritage and history in the Town. We have been invited to take 

part in Ward 4-Councillor David West’s Maple Syrup Festival. We will once again join with the Cultural Summit 

held at the Performing Arts Centre and of course be part of Doors Open, as a sponsor and participants. We will 

open up a call for nominations for the second recipient of the Bert Hunt Heritage Award in March and celebrate the 

recipient at our Strawberry Social in June.. And that is only half of the year! Last year we celebrated Canada turning 

150 years old. We were able to sponsor Katie Argyle from the Richmond Hill Group of 

Artists, for her contribution to the Bell Box Mural Contest. She painted the Bell Box at the 

entrance to the Elgin Barrow Arena on Church Street, painting a tribute to the Rose 

Industry in Richmond Hill. Her colourful style included old and 

new elements, some historical, some showing the impact of the 

rose industry in our Town. Go and have a look, especially at this 

time of year ! It will make you smile. In honour of the Richmond 

Hill Presbyterian Church’s 200th Anniversary, we were able to 

dedicate a plaque to the church during Canada 150. We gave 

our very first Bert Hunt Heritage Award – Certificate of Recognition, honouring a loyal 

member Bert Hunt, who was a wonderful advocate for all things historical in Richmond 

Hill. On October 22nd,  we partnered with the Richmond Hill Concert Band (whom we met at the Cultural Summit), 

the Centre for the Performing Arts and the Richmond Hill Heritage Centre, for an afternoon of history and music, 

“Notes & Quotes”- Music and Stories of Richmond Hill”. It was a wonderful success. Our own members, Norman 

McMullen (MC and Speaker) and Donna Smith (Speaker) along with Robin Elliott  (Speaker) from the University of 

Toronto, brought Richmond Hill history and music history to life with musical interludes and a special 

arrangement specially written for Canada 150. The positive response for this type of event was wonderful and 

people have said that this is something they would return to as a lecture series with different community groups 

joining in. Thank you to our partners and a special thank you to Jim Vollmershausen, our Vice President for sitting 

on the Town’s special committee, organizing the many exceptional events that the Town provided to celebrate this 

special anniversary. The Richmond Hill Historical Society really did join in the 

celebrations!! This year brought everyone together for local, Provincial and Federal 

events,  high lighting 150 years of being Canada. The 

RHHS was happy to join in and help to celebrate this 

special year in Canada’s history. Thank you to 

everyone who participated and supported our efforts 

in 2017, all we do and continue to do; helping to 

highlight the History and Heritage in Richmond Hill. 

It was a great year! Andrea Kulesh, President.                                                                                                                                                                

mailto:r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca
http://www.rhhs.ca/


RHHS Upcoming Programs 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 2018 WINTER 

PROGRAM LINE UP 

  
Monday January 15th, 2018     7:30 p.m.  

RHHS Annual General Meeting  
Please join us for the AGM for annual reports 
from 2017. We nominate and vote in the next 

Executive Committee for 2018 that acts on 
your behalf for the Society. After the voting,  
the very popular, “Bring & Brag” part of the 
evening where everyone gets to showcase a 
beloved item. It can be an item kept in the 
family for generations or a collected piece 

that is part of your favourite collection. 
Cheryl Butler-Past President will be 

conducting the voting process. Please mark 
this on your calendar.  

 
 

Monday February 19th, 2018   7:30p.m. 

“The Road to Mary Lake”  
Speaker & Author : Kelly Matthews   

    
Kelly returns to speak to the RHHS, this time – 
about her latest book, “The Road to Marylake” 

her second  effort. This time, she focused her 
attention on Marylake Monastery & Shrine, 

located just west of the subject of her first book. 
Nestled around the tranquil, 35-acre Mary Lake in 
King City, Ontario. Marylake has been a place for 

spiritual retreat under the leadership of the 
Augustinian Order for the past 75 years. Her story 
begins with Sir Henry Mill Pellatt, well-known for 

his famed Casa Loma, his role in bringing 
hydroelectricity to Toronto and his service with the 
Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada and his love for his 

first wife, Mary. But few people recall that while he 
was piecing together his castle, literally stone by 

stone, in Toronto (between 1910 and 1914), he was 
also starting building Lake Marie, in King. 

Join us for a very enlightening history about a very 
famous Canadian who left significant historical 

legacies.( Extract – King Magazine, Jan.10/18.) 

Books will be available for purchase. 

 
Monday March 19th, 2018   7:30 p.m.  

  
The  British Home Child Stamp released September 1 2010 

by Canada Post 
“British Home Children” 

Speaker: John Jenkins  

From the late 1860s right up to 1948, over 100,000 
children of all ages were emigrated right across 

Canada, from the United Kingdom,  to be used as 
indentured farm workers and domestics. Believed 

by Canadians to be orphans, only two percent truly 
were. These children were sent to Canada by over 
50 organizations including the well-known and still 
working charities: Barnardo’s, The Salvation Army 
and Quarrier’s, to name a few. For the most part, 
these children were not picked up from the streets 

but came from intact families, who, through 
sickness or even death of one of their parents, had 
fallen on hard times. Because there was no social 

system in place to help them get through these 
difficult circumstances, the family had no other way 

than to surrender their offspring to the 
organizations. Extracted from: 

http://canadianbritishhomechildren.weebly.com/ 

Join us to hear about the tragic history of this 
“immigration plan”, with John Jenkins of the British 
Home Child Advocacy and Research Association 

(BHCARA).  

Monday April 16th, 2018    7:30 p.m.  

“In Don Mills: From Forests and Farms 
to Forces of Change” 

Speaker and Author : Scott Kennedy 
How Toronto’s own city farms were crowded 

out...First settled in the early nineteenth century, 
the area now known as Don Mills retained its rural 
character until the end of the Second World War. 

After the war, population growth resulted in 
pressure to develop the area around Toronto and, 

in a relatively short time, the landscape of Don Mills 
was irreparably altered. Today, the farms are all 

gone, as are almost all of the barns and 

http://www.canadapost.ca/cpo/mc/personal/collecting/stamps/2010/2010_home_children.jsf


farmhouses. Fields and forests have been replaced 
by the industries, homes, and shops of Canada’s 
“first subdivision.” In Don Mills: From Forests and 

Farms to Forces of Change, author Scott 
Kennedy remembers Don Mills as it was and takes 
great care to make sure that the farms and farmers 

are not forgotten.  

http://open-book.ca/News/Open-History-Don-Mills-
From-Forests-and-Farms-to-Forces-of-Change 

 
Join us for an interesting insight into the history of 

an area that was essentially “rural” to what we 
know in 2018, as  Don Mills. 

 

For further information, please call Andrea Kulesh at 
905-884-2789  

  

 
 

Thank you to Delmanor for their generosity in 
hosting the monthly RHHS Executive Meetings 

for 2018. 
Very much appreciated . 

  
Winter Programs  

Richmond Hill Central 
Library 

 

We introduced the new local history and 

genealogy librarian, Peter Wilson, in our Fall 

2017 newsletter. Peter has developed  a 

great series of four Genealogy programs at 

the Central Library this winter. The programs 

will run between 40 minutes and 1 hour and 

will include time for questions. 

Admission: $6.00   

Local History & Genealogy 
Mary-Lou Griffin Local History Room 

Getting Started in Genealogy  
Join Ruth Burkholder, genealogy consultant and 
member of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists, for a discussion on how to use official 
records and the Internet to uncover details about 
your family history and makeup. Included will be 
suggestions for recording your findings in engaging 

and readable ways. Central / Room A / $6  
Saturday / Jan 20 / 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.    
Lists of People: How to Make the Best Use of 
Census, Directories and Assessment Rolls  
Ruth Burkholder will show you how to make use of 
census records, directories and assessment rolls to 
determine the location of your family. Central / 

Room A / $6  Saturday / Feb 17 / 10:30 a.m. - 12 
p.m.  
DNA Tests: An Important Tool for Genealogy - 
What are the Options?  
Join Linda Reid, facilitator of the Ontario 
Genealogical Society's Advanced Genetic 
Genealogy Special Interest Group, for an 
informative talk about DNA tests and their 
importance in genealogical research. She will 
discuss the various types of DNA tests, the 
companies that offer them and how to make the 
most out of your results in furthering your 

genealogical research. Central / Room A / $6  
Saturday / Mar 31 / 10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
Mining Databases for Every Nugget of Information 
Discover how to get the most from databases as Marian 
Press, webmaster for the Toronto Branch of the Ontario 
Genealogical Society and the Ontario Chapter of the 
Association of Professional Genealogists, will teach both 
the general principles of online searching, as well as 
database-specific techniques, including Boolean 
operators, truncation and wild cards. We'll discuss 
search engines and major genealogy databases such as 
Ancestry, FindMyPast and FamilySearch. Central / 

Room A / $6  Saturday / Apr 28 / 10:30 a.m. - 12 
p.m. 
http://www.rhpl.richmondhill.on.ca/LocalHistory/  

http://www.rhpl.richmondhill.on.ca/LocalHistory/
http://www.delmanor.com/


 

LIMITED EDITION – SPECIALLY DESIGNED 
TO CELEBRATE CANADA 150 

$5.00 EACH 
REMAINDER AVAILABLE AT JANUARY AGM.  
Only 100 made! HAVE A SOUVENIR FROM THE 

SOCIETY FR CANADA 150 !   

  

 

WINTER CARNIVAL 

CELEBRATES 50 YEARS IN 

FEBRUARY 2018 !! 

Congratulations!  

 

 
5 Reasons To Come To The Annual 

Richmond Hill Winter Carnival! 

Reason #1 – It’s the Best Way to 
See Your Neighbours After 

Christmas and Before Victoria Day! 

 

Every year, we Canadians seem to go into 
hibernation between Christmas and Victoria Day… 
and it seems like we have to reintroduce ourselves 
to our neighbours every spring. So come on out 
and see your friends and neighbours at the 
Richmond Hill Winter Carnival, and see how much 
fun it is to spend time with them while watching 
the ice carver, or taking a pony ride or sipping a 
hot chocolate in the Main Tent. There are activities 
for all ages, admission is free, Main Stage events 
and lots of other activities are free and you’re 
bound to see people you know… after all more than 
8,000 of us come out every year to celebrate 
winter at the Richmond Hill Winter Carnival. 

 Reason #2 – To Meet Ookpik 

 Reason #3 – Pancakes! Reason  

Reason#4 – To Hear (and make) Great Music  

Reason #5 – To be Part of a Great Richmond Hill 

Tradition       www.wintercarnival.net/  

Have fun Everybody!! 

  

Kevin Dark, Andrea Kulesh & Norman 

McMullen at the  Cultural Summit 2017 

 
 

http://www.wintercarnival.net/?attachment_id=1853


RICHMOND HILL    

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Membership Application Form  

Please Circle:   New Member    or     Renewal 

Please Circle:        Individual ($25)  

           or                      Family ($40)  

Name (s) : First: ____________________ 

 Last :_____________________________ 

Address:__________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Phone/Cell # (s) : _________________ 

E-mail :          _____________________ 

Signature: _______________________   

Date: __________________ 

Date Payment Received: ______________  

Cash ____    or      Cheque ____  

Please fill in the membership form and mail to: 

Membership, The Richmond Hill Historical Society, 

P.O.Box 61527, 9350 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, ON  

or  bring the form and payment to a monthly meeting. 

We would be pleased to help you register.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 

REVIEW OF NOTES & QUOTES  

Canada 150 Event...!! 

The RHHS was  approached by Joan Sax of the 
Richmond Hill Concert Band, after we met at the 
Town of Richmond Hill Cultural Summit in March 
2017, proposing a partnership to have an afternoon 
musical event - now called “Notes and Quotes” 
Music and Stories of Richmond Hill. Wahat began as 
a duo-partnership, blossomed in to a multi-
partnership and we found it especially fitting that it 

celebrated Canada 150! It was a 
family oriented afternoon with 
the RHHS partnering with the 
Richmond Hill Concert Band, the 
Theatre for the Performing Arts 
and the Richmond Hill Heritage 
Centre, featuring a special 
musical arrangement written for 
Canada 150 – “En La Rose”. Stories of Richmond Hill 
history were told by members Norman McMullen 
and Donna Smith along with  Robin Elliott, a 
Professor of Music at the U of T about the 
development of music in Canada, with Canadian 
songs played throughout. Peter Fleming (our 
member Mary Fleming’s son) played “Maple Leaf 
Forever” on his bagpipes-wonderful! Heritage 
Centre Special Blends of tea were served 
compliments of the Richmond Hill Heritage Centre 
and were available to buy. The Heritage Centre 
loaned their special Canada 150 travelling exhibit 
for viewing. The RHHS had a large visual exhibit as 
well with borrowed maps from the Heritage Centre 
of the late 1700’s, mid 1900’s and a brand new map 
supplied by the Town of what the area looks like 
today. Words were printed out for the special 
Canadian songs chosen for the occasion and played 
by the Concert Band, to read old and new wording. 
We are aiming for a full house and despite the fact 
there was stiff competition at the theatre that day - 
we were able to sell a lot of tickets! The response by 
the audience, participants and the specially invited 
guests, M.P. Majid Jowhari,  M.P.P. Reza Moridi and 
Ward 4 Councillor, David West was very positive and 
we received congratulations from many people. 
Joan Sax from the Concert Band, said the members 
of the band were especially appreciative learning 
about Richmond Hill’s history!  The event took place 
in the Plaza Suite at the theatre on October 22, 
2017. A great success! Perhaps a repeat in 2018 ?!? 

             

Robin Elliott is Professor of Musicology and holds the Jean A. 

Chalmers Chair in Canadian Music at the University of Toronto. 

       

                                         M.P. Majid Jowhari 



When you come upon interesting items you 
tucked away long ago; maybe something to do 

with Richmond Hill or of historical interest, think 
of donating to the Town’s Artifact,  “Sports Hall of 

Fame” or Art Collections. If you have items to 
donate, please call Carol Hughes directly at 905-
780-2927 or email  carol.hughes@richmondhill.ca 

 

 

“Rose Kessler’s Stories”         

Published by: The Richmond 
Hill Historical Society 

 
New Price $12.50 

Available at monthly meetings or call 
Andrea Kulesh @905-884-2789  

THIS BOOK WOULD MAKE AN 
EXCELLENT GIFT FOR YOUNG 

AND OLD ALIKE!!!  

RICHMOND HILL HERITAGE BUILDINGS 

CARD SET 

       

Support  the  Society by purchasing  this  

lovely set of 4 cards  of  Heritage Buildings 

in Richmond Hill that the Society has  

reprinted for fundraising.  

A four card set for $3.00.  GREAT FOR 

GIFTS !!    

Available for Purchase at Monthly Meetings 

How About Visiting....  

 
19 Church Street North, Richmond Hill, ON L4C 

3E6      905-780-3802      
The Heritage Centre has two galleries, a discovery 

room and meeting room with a patio overlooking the 
gardens. Richmond Hill offers a number of cultural 
heritage activities at the Centre, such as programs, 

afternoon teas and exhibits.  
Check out the latest Parks and Recreation Guide for 

Fall/Winter 2017/18 Programming. 
Hours of operation 

The Richmond Hill Heritage Centre's regular gallery 
hours are: 

Tuesdays, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Thursdays, 4 to 8 p.m. 

Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

WINTER EVENTS 
“Queen Victoria’s Secrets” 

 Opening Saturday, February 24, 2018 
 The time of Queen Victoria’s reign was a time of considerable 

changes including women’s fashions. As the dress changed 
shape, the undergarments also changed to give women the 

desired and fashionable silhouette. This exhibit “Queen 
Victoria’s Secrets” will look at the various stages of woman’s 

dress.  
“Free Masonry” 

Opening Saturday, February 24 - May 12, 2018  
This exhibit informs the public, arouses curiosity and 

promotes learning about Freemasonry’s heritage and cultural 
identities. Freemasonry contributes to communities in a 

number of ways through the unspoken and invisible act of 
helping those in need. Exhibit on loan from the Bruce County 

Museum and Cultural Centre. 

mailto:carol.hughes@richmondhill.ca

