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President’s Message GREETINGS TO EVERYONE. Autumn is upon us and with that comes a ramping up of
Harvest & other events; Thanksgiving in October, Remembrance Day in November and Holidays of all sorts in
December. The RHHS has been busy this year joining in with Canada 150 – or the Sesqui-Centennial events. We
were invited to help out at Councillor West’s first Maple Syrup Festival in March, which was a lot of fun. The
following week we took part in the Cultural Summit, where we connected with the Richmond Hill Concert Band.
We are now partnering with them for an afternoon event October 22nd, in the Plaza Suite at the Theatre for the
Performing Arts, called “ Notes & Quotes – The Music and Stories of Richmond Hill ”. Details to follow! In June, the
RHHS Executive put forth an initiative to create a Cultural Heritage Award in well known member’s name, the Bert
Hunt Heritage Award – Certificate of Recognition. This will be a new role for us. In the New Year, we will call for
nominations of groups, people, or buildings deserving recognition of their role supporting cultural heritage. One of
those will be chosen for 2018. A list of requirements will be published to list what is covered under the RHHS
criteria. We hosted the Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church in June to celebrate their 200th Anniversary during
Canada 150. A plaque was dedicated to the church marking the occasion, along with the new Heritage Award and a
donation for their ongoing contribution to Cultural Heritage. During this summer, contact was made with Katie
Argyle of the Richmond Hill Group of Artists, asking her if we could support or endorse her design submitted to the
Town for a mural on a Bell Box. Katie designed her mural around the theme of the Rose Industry in Richmond Hill.
Only eight boxes were offered for the contest and Katie was successful in being chosen to paint one!
Congratulations Katie!! Another great initiative for Canada 150! We will actively be following her mural project as
it unfolds. For 2017 - the RHHS executive committee had a special RHHS/Canada 150 pin designed and a limited
edition of 100 were made. These will be on sale at our monthly meetings until all of them are sold. It is obvious, this
year has brought everyone together for various Local, Provincial and Federal events, highlighting 150 years of
being Canada. Even a great big yellow “Ducky” made its way into the Toronto Harbour - just for fun! The RHHS has
been happy to join in and help to celebrate this special year in Canada’s history... And there’s more to come! Thank
you to everyone who supports all we do and continue to do; helping to highlight the History & Heritage of
Richmond Hill.
Andrea Kulesh, President

RHHS Upcoming Programs
PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 2017 FALL
PROGRAM LINE UP
Monday September 18th, 2017

7:30 p.m.

“200 Years of the Richmond Hill
Presbyterian Church”
Speaker : Reverend Duncan Jeffries

Duncan will recount the history of the Richmond
Hill Presbyterian Church, the important role the
church took in the early days of Richmond Hill and
its continued presence in the community in 2017.
Happy 200th Anniversary!!

Monday October 16th, 2017
7:30p.m.
“The Art of Barbering”
Speaker : Randy Barber
Randy Barber returns to speak to the RHHS, this
time - about “Barbering”, bringing along his
collection of barbering “accroutrements”.
Wikipedia states a barber (from the Latin barba,
"beard") is a person whose occupation is mainly to
cut, dress, groom, style and shave men's and boys'
hair. A barber's place of work is known as a "barber
shop" or a "barber's". A red, white and blue
barber’s pole identified the barber’s shop. Randy
will talk about his collection and the
“Art of Barbering”.
Monday November 20th, 2017 7:30 p.m.

The Great War – WWI
Speaker : Kevin Barrett
Kevin returns to us after several years to explain and
showcase his World War I (the Great War) collection.
He has amassed a very large collection of military items
from WWI, WWII and the Korean War where his father
served. The 100th year of the beginning of the Great War
has sparked many commemorations of the 4 year war
(July 28, 1914 – November 11, 1918) a hundred years
later - since 2014 in honour and memory of those who
served and made the ultimate sacrifice.
“The War to End all Wars”

Monday December 11th,2017 6:30 p.m.
CHRISTMAS DINNER & PARTY
-ANNUAL MEMBERS ONLY EVENTJoin us for a good old fashioned Christmas
Dinner and Party. A delicious dinner will be
catered by “3 Sisters Catering Company” with
all the trimmings and dessert. Door prizes, a
raffle, entertainment and carolling to complete
the evening.
Lots of fun for the Festive Holiday Season!
$25.00 per person
Tickets available at the November Meeting. If you
are unable to purchase your ticket at the November
Meeting, please call Andrea Kulesh at 905-884-2789
to make a reservation to be paid at the door on
December 11, 2017. (Reservations must be made
through Andrea Kulesh by December 4th, 2017 to
ensure the caterers have the final number for the
dinner). 905-884-2789 Thank you.
This Event Begins 1 hour earlier than monthly
meetings !

Monday January 15, 2018 7:30
p.m.
Member’s Notification

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
&
BRING AND BRAG
Please join us to vote in the new 2018 Executive
Committee for 2018 and hear how well we are
doing as a community society. BRING along your
precious treasures that you would like to BRAG
about! Any items of interest - Old or New, if you
think we’d be interested dust ‘em off and share
with the members!
Thank you to Everyone..........This year’s
Strawberry Social was a great success. We
hosted & celebrated with the Richmond Hill
Presbyterian Church who is celebrating 200
years of being in the Richmond Hill community.
We thank Regional Councillor Brenda Hogg for
performing the ribbon cutting and dedication of
the plaque given to the church in honour of their
200th Anniversary during Canada 150. Thank you
to Councillor David West for his words,
recounting memories of earlier days when he was
sent to pick strawberries by his Mom and how
good they were! Thank you to Councillor Godwin
Chan and Councillor Tom Meunch for joining us in
the celebration. A final special thank you to VP
Jim Vollmershausen for taking on the job as MC.
Well done Jim! It was also the first year of
awarding the RHHS’s newly developed Bert Hunt
Heritage Award. The Richmond Hill Presbyterian
Church was chosen as its first recipient for
their valuable contribution to Cultural Heritage
of Richmond Hill for 200 years. Congratulations!

Thank you to Delmanor for
their generosity in hosting the
monthly RHHS Executive
Meetings for 2017.
Very much appreciated .

LIMITED EDITION – SPECIALLY DESIGNED
TO CELEBRATE CANADA 150
$5.00 EACH
AVAILABLE AT SEPT/OCT/NOV MEETINGS
Only 100 made!

Welcome to Peter Wilson at the Richmond Hill
Central Library. Congratulations Peter on your
new position as Local History/Genealogy
Librarian. The RHHS is looking to working
with you in the coming years..
A New Face at Richmond Hill Public Library
Peter Wilson (by Peter Wilson)

I am very excited to have joined Richmond Hill Public
Library as their new Local History/Genealogy Librarian.
Although somewhat daunted to be replacing the highly
regarded and recently retired Cameron Knight, I am
looking forward to diving into the history of Richmond
Hill and to meeting with researchers and local residents
who are passionate about the history of our
community.
I have come from Bradford West Gwillimbury Public
Library where I served as the Emerging Technologies
Librarian for the past four years. In addition to those
technology-related duties, I was also responsible for the
development and promotion of the Library’s local
history collections. One of the highlights of my time in
Bradford was the launch of a new digital archive for the
Library. I have a passion for history and am eager to
continue the fine work of Cam, the Richmond Hill
Historical Society and all of the other amazing and
dedicated academics, historians and researchers from
the region.
I have some exciting ideas I am looking forward to
implementing to broaden the reach and use of our
collections. I encourage you to drop in, introduce
yourselves and share some of your story. And, of
course, if you ever need research assistance, or have
something interesting to share, please do not hesitate
to contact me at 905.884.9288 ext. 320 or at
pwilson@rhpl.ca. Access our Local History collections,
including digitized local newspapers from 1857-1979, by
visiting our website at
http://www.rhpl.richmondhill.on.ca/LocalHistory/

WINTER CARNIVAL
CELEBRATES 50 YEARS IN
FEBRUARY 2018 !!
Congratulations!
“Celebrating 50 years of Winter Carnival Fun this February”
(Contributed by Marnie Beck Robinson ) On a cold

weekend in February, 1968, a group of Richmond Hill
residents dragged their barbecues to the edge of Mill
Pond, flipped burgers and watched as their children
played on the ice. The event was such a great success
that the neighbours decided it was worth doing again.
The following year a committee was formed to run the
first organized Winter Carnival, one that would include
more residents in the festivities. Few could have
predicted that 50 years later, in February 2018, the
Winter Carnival would celebrate its golden anniversary.
That first, organized celebration is verified and
described by numerous articles in The Richmond Hill
Liberal newspapers of January and February 1969.
Designed to banish the winter blahs, the carnival
featured dancing to live music — directly on the frozen
pond — sleigh rides, snowmobile rides, a snow
sculpture contest, a Snow Queen contest for high school
girls, plus skating races, hockey games and hot
refreshments to warm up participants.
Shaun Beggs was chairman of the volunteer organizing
committee, and he came before council and pinned a
button on Mayor Thomas Broadhurst and each of the
councillors. That year buttons for adults cost 50 cents,
or 35 cents for students.
The event was a big success, and the first Snow Queen,
Lauren Castello of Bayview Secondary School, was
showered with prizes, including the use of a new
Mustang for six months, driving lessons and even
insurance and gasoline for the car.
One of the judges for the Snow Queen contest was

Toronto Maple Leaf “rookie” defenseman Pat Quinn.
Bayview students also won top prize for the best snow
sculpture in 1969, with Grade 13 students Ken Cooper,
Pat Wylie, Terry Smith and Red Shields impressing
judges with their Snoopy perched on his dog house,
complete with pool table, dish and bone.
Throughout the 1970s, the elementary school hockey
tournament was a key part of Winter Carnival fun,
attracting teams from all the schools to battle it out for
the junior and senior trophies. Most games were played
in arenas, but the finals were held on the Mill Pond,
whenever the weather co-operated. To date, it ranks
among the longest running and largest elementary
hockey tournaments in Ontario.
In 1976, the Town’s annual Volunteer Awards honoured
Edwin Banks and the winter carnival committee for its
efforts.
The tenth annual Winter Carnival, honouring the
original neighbourhood effort and celebrated in 1978,
attracted 10,000 revellers. The local high schools
competed for the highest number of carnival button
sales. The entire volunteer event was organized by Ev
Ruttle, Anja Beggs and Marg Barrow, among others.
Acclaimed Canadian band, The Good Brothers
performed, themselves hailing from Richmond Hill. The
skydivers that year missed the Mill Pond target “by
about half a mile” due to very strong winds.
Pancake eaters munched through 200 pounds of
pancake mix and 96 bottles of maple syrup. Al Fry
organized the snowmobile rides, and the Kinsmen
presented a cross-country ski-a-thon. Cory Backus of
Langstaff Secondary was crowned the Snow Queen that
year.
During the 1990s, one memorable carnival saw the
performance stage sink into melting ice on the pond,
prompting its permanent relocation to shoreline.
Long time carnival volunteer Doug Elliott recalled that a
bucket-brigade line of people formed to help empty the
stage of prizes and equipment as it began its slow lean
into the pond. Luckily, there was very little damage to
the stage, other than a broken axle, and the equipment
and prizes were successfully rescued. The Town of
Richmond Hill hired a crane company, and the crane
lifted the stage out of the pond.
In 1993, the Winter Carnival’s “silver anniversary” was
celebrated as a week-long festival, still financed
primarily through sales of $1 carnival buttons and still
with the ultimate aim of bringing friends and
neighbours together to beat the winter blahs. To mark
the 25th event, keepsake sweatshirts, ball caps and
other items were sold. Instead of a carnival queen
contest a teenage duke and duchess were proclaimed.

In the Jan. 27, 1993 issue of The Liberal, promoting the 25th
anniversary of the Richmond Hill Winter Carnival, these
photos of mascot Ookpik were published. The caption notes
that Ookpik has “changed over the years. The owl first
appeared on the poster for the first carnival in 1969 (top
right); a plush Ookpik of the 1970s and ‘80s is shown (top
left), with Luk Ookpik shown (bottom left), appearing at the
carnival this weekend”.

In 2008, for the 40th annual winter event, carnival buttons
cost $2 and the top prizes were a Nintendo Wii, Canadian
Tire power tools, a flat screen TV and a digital camera.
Raymond Baksi was one of the key organizers and the Lou
Moore Band one of the keynote performers. The following
year, in 2009, again volunteers with the winter carnival
committee earned the town’s top volunteer recognition
award.
In 2014, carnival buttons actually sold out, a rare feat
happily noted by Councillor David West, stating the
attendance may have reached 15,000.
Carnival mascot Ookpik has also evolved over the years.
The wide-eyed owl appeared on the early winter carnival
posters in the late 1960s, changing shape slightly in the
‘70s and ‘80s. As a friendly walking character, Ookpik is
always popular with children and for photo ops. He’ll be
appearing at numerous high-profile events in Richmond
Hill to help promote the golden anniversary of the carnival
- five decades after its modest start. During Canada’s
150th anniversary year, volunteers across Richmond Hill
have been hard at work planning and organizing the 50th
anniversary of the Richmond Hill Winter Carnival to be
held Feb. 2 through 4, 2018. Watch for all the fun, updated
details at the website wintercarnival.net

Our Sympathy to the Frickleton Family. We appreciated
the long and continued support of member Alex Frickleton
(Alexander McGinnes Frickleton) who died at 98, on
Tuesday, March 21, 2017 at Richmond Hill, after a brief
decline. Alex was a devoted and loving husband to his
wife Anne and a good and loving father to his children
Anne, Harry, Gordon and Stuart. He was a humble,
generous and very talented man; an exceptionally good
person. Alex was born in Glasgow, Scotland, January 16,
1919, immigrated to Canada in 1969 and lived
continuously in Richmond Hill since 1970. Published in the
Toronto Star on Mar. 23, 2017

RICHMOND HILL
This Feb. 13, 1969 Liberal photo of the winning snow
sculpture in the first official winter carnival was
photographed by Stuart’s Studio. The winning
sculpture was created by Grade 13 students from
Bayview Secondary School and the caption noted that
Snoopy was “all ready to take on the Red Baron”.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Membership Application Form
Please Circle: New Member or
Please Circle:
or

Renewal

Individual ($25)
Family ($40)

Name (s) : First: ____________________
Last :_____________________________
Address:__________________________
_________________________________
Phone/Cell # (s) : _________________
E-mail :

_____________________

Signature: _______________________
Date: __________________
Date Payment Received: ______________
This dramatic front-page photo was featured in the
Feb. 14, 1979 issue of The Liberal, marking the
carnival’s tenth anniversary year. Taken by Bruce
Hogg, it shows skydiver Jim Greg jumping out of a
plane, with vacant fields and residential
neighbourhoods of Richmond Hill below.
 Compiled by Winter Carnival volunteer Marney
Beck Robinson with files from Mary Dawson,
Wayne Snider, Adam Mclean, Kim Zarzour and
digital and microfiche issues of The Richmond
Hill Liberal newspaper.

Cash ____ or

Cheque ____

Please fill in the membership form and mail to:
Membership, The Richmond Hill Historical Society,
P.O.Box 61527, 9350 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, ON
or bring the form and payment to a monthly meeting.
We would be pleased to help you register.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.

Sympathy to the Hunt Family on the passing of Bert
Hunt on July 15, 2017 in his 91st year. He shall be
remembered as a wonderful volunteer and friend of
the Society. No job was too small for Bert to help out
with. He was always there to help. He was a wonderful
advocate of the history of the area of Richmond Hill
and he fought hard and long to highlight the necessity
of a larger facility dedicated to the history of Richmond
Hill. “I want a Museum !” B.H.
A Personal Remembrance of Bert Hunt
By Fred Hearn
July 2,2017.
I Fred Hearn am writing on this date my happy
memories concerning Mr. Bert Hunt who was has
recently passed away to a better place.
I had the pleasure of meeting Bert in 1962 when
I joined the cub-scouts of 5th Richmond Hill
Group that met in the United Church in
Richmond Hill every Friday night.
Bert was a gifted leader who had a knack fo
giving the fellows a good time on Friday nights as
well as teaching them skills that would last a
lifetime. The fact that I can tie knots well is
owed to Mr. Hunt.
Bless him as a working man for helping boys like
me to have fun and learn life skills every Friday
night after he had worked the previous five
days. Bert was a fine Scout Leader and his skills
there further heped many young men towards
happy and successful lives.
A treasured memory that I have while at scouts
concerning Bert was the time a friend there and
I were wrestling and Mr. Hunt interrupted our
match by saying “Hey, hey, what are you guys
doing??” I responded by saying, “No problem Mr.
Hunt, we are just wrestling”.
I was honoured as a man by Bert’s and his dear
wife Elva’s attendance at my Mom and Dad’s
funeral services at Marshall’s in Richmond Hill.
As I grew into my adult life I sadly lost touch

with Bert and Elva, but gladly this would not be a
permanent situation. In 2010, after my brother
Robert passed away, I had a meeting with my
lawyer Mr. Robert Blackburn who was and is a
Vice President (Honourary) at the RHHS. Mr.
Blackburn suggested that as a long time
resident of Richmond Hill I might enjoy joining
the Society.
On my first day at the Society who was I
thrilled to connect with again, but Bert and Elva
Hunt! As a member of the society I received one
of the greatest honours in my life when Bert
told me of his insistence to refer to him as Bert
and not as Mr. Hunt.
In closing, I would like to say how happy and
lucky I am to count Bert as a friend.
He will be missed by many.
Fred Hearn
Bert will be missed by many people.....


COMING SOON - Our next Canada 150
Event...!!
The RHHS was approached by Joan Sax of the
Richmond Hill Concert Band, after we met at the
Town of Richmond Hill Cultural Summit in March
2017, proposing a partnership to have an
afternoon musical event - now called “Notes and
Quotes” Music and Stories of Richmond Hill. This
will be our first multi-partner endeavour for some
time and we find it especially fitting that it
celebrates Canada 150! It is a family oriented
afternoon with the RHHS partnering with the
Richmond Hill Concert Band, the Theatre for the
Performing Arts and the Heritage Centre, featuring
a special musical arrangement written for Canada
150 – “En La Rose”. Stories of Richmond Hill history
will be told by members Norman McMullen and
Donna Smith along with a lecture by Robin Elliott,
a Professor of Music at the U of T about the
development of music in Canada, with Canadian
songs played throughout. There is even a Piper!!
Heritage Centre Special Blends of tea will be
served and available to buy. The Heritage Centre is
loaning their special Canada 150 travelling exhibit
for viewing and other items will be displayed
related to the history of the development of
Richmond Hill. We are aiming for a full house!!
More information at the September and October
meetings. Please tell your friends. Come – sing

along with Canadian Iconic music! The event will
be located in the Plaza Suite – 1st Floor . $20.00
per ticket. (to be sold by the theatre). We do not
have the date as yet for ticket purchasing but it
will be soon! Check the theatre website for
availability. http://www.rhcentre.ca/

“Rose Kessler’s Stories”
Published by: The Richmond Hill Historical Society

Presented by

The Richmond Hill Concert Band
The Richmond Hill Historical Society &
The Town of Richmond Hill

The Theatre for the Performing Arts
10268 Yonge St, Richmond Hill
2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
$20.00

New Price $12.50
Available at monthly meetings or
call Andrea Kulesh @905-884-2789
THIS BOOK WOULD MAKE AN EXCELLENT GIFT
FOR YOUNG AND OLD ALIKE!!!

RICHMOND HILL HERITAGE BUILDINGS CARD
SET

Come and Enjoy an afternoon at the
Theatre!
Support the Society by purchasing this lovely set

When you come upon interesting items you
tucked away long ago; maybe something to do
with Richmond Hill or of historical interest, think
of donating to the Town’s Artifact, “Sports Hall of
Fame” or Art Collections. If you have items to
donate, please call Carol Hughes directly at
905-780-2927 or email

carol.hughes@richmondhill.ca

of 4 cards of Heritage Buildings in Richmond Hill
that the Society has reprinted for fundraising.
A four card set for $3.00. GREAT FOR GIFTS !!
Available for Purchase at Monthly Meetings

GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK TO CAMERON KNIGHT

Cameron Knight has retired from his position as Local History Librarian at the Central Library. He was
dedicated to the highlighting of local history and genealogy of Richmond Hill. Everyone knew him. He has
been with the Society for many years. He helped with programming, information, sourcing people, initiated
lectures, special events and so much more at the Central Libary. He began the digitization of documents and
photographs for on-line access and was always interested in any question that was passed along to him
because he was the “expert”. I first met Cameron 20 years ago at the Heritage Centre and his quiet
demeanor was always so pleasant. He was never rushed, never got ruffled and was always accessible. No
matter what question he got - it was counted as significant especially if it had something to do with local
history. We discovered (via the grapevine) that Cameron was married in December of last year – very
quietly. He brought along his new wife to the Christmas Party without any of the membership knowing he
had just been married – an elopement!! (his words) He decided to retire in June and now they have moved
away to begin a whole other chapter of their lives. We wish them both the best of luck and happiness. We
shall miss you Cameron, for everything you did to encourage interest in the heritage and history of the
Town of Richmond Hill. Enjoy! Andrea Kulesh on behalf of the RHHS Executive Commitee and Membership.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Things to do:

How About Visiting:

19 Church Street North, Richmond Hill, ON L4C 3E6

905-780-3802

The Heritage Centre has two galleries, a discovery room and meeting room with a patio overlooking the
gardens. Richmond Hill offers a number of cultural heritage activities at the Centre, such as programs,
afternoon teas and exhibits.
Check out the latest Parks and Recreation Guide for Fall/Winter 2017/18 Programming.
Hours of operation
The Richmond Hill Heritage Centre's regular gallery hours are:
Tuesdays, 1 to 4 p.m.
Thursdays, 4 to 8 p.m.
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

BLACK CREEK PIONEER VILLAGE
61st Annual
PIONEER HARVEST FESTIVAL
September 16, 2017 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Quilt Auction
Mennonite Auction Sale of Traditional Handmade Quilts
Visit the village and explore the Mennonite and Pennsylvania – German Festival Featuring:
Food, Demonstrations, Crafts and Entertainment.
In cooperation with: Pennsylania German Folklore Society, *Mennonite Central Committee
*M.C.C. Ten Thousand Villages *IODE, Kathleen Drope Chapter * Snider Family
1000 Murray Ross Parkway 416-736-1733 www.blackcreek.ca

Enjoy the season!

