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It’s Canada 150! It is a year of great celebration. Our country has reached the age of
150 years old. A Sesqui-Centennial ! This makes me very nostalgic about 1967 – 50
years ago when Canada celebrated its first real milestone – 100 years old. There was a
flurry of programs put forth, farms were named “Centennial Farms” with a sign at the
head of their driveways, Bobby Gimby had everyone singing “CA-NA-DA” and the
Canadian Tartan appeared on every souvenir made for the year! I still have my
“Kimmy” doll in a Tartan outfit still as new as the day I got her. I have all of my
memorabilia from EXPO ’67 where I and 249 other members of the Vaughan Township Choir sang for one
week during the beginning weeks of May at the fair. Mr. Hugh Martin, the Vaughan township music teacher
had enough foresight to plan a choir 2 years before the centennial to get all of those kids together, practice a
49 page song all about Canada, raise $40,000 to clothe, transport and house all of us in Montreal. We were
spectacular. All red choir gowns, red blazers, grey skirts and trousers and grey socks, with a great crest on our
shoulders, telling all of the visitors from around the world at EXPO 67, who we were. And who were we? We
were very proud Canadians, showing off our talents to celebrate one of the greatest countries in the World.
All of the world celebrated with Canada. I look back on my memories with great fondness. This year, everyone

is joining in with competitions, special events and even growing red and white flowers in their gardens. What
are you memories of 1967? Are there any special moments you have felt extreme pride as a Canadian?
Share them with the Society when we celebrate Canada 150 at our Strawberry Social in June. Bring pictures,
memorabilia and your stories. At the same evening, we will also be hosting the Presbyterian Church to
celebrate their wonderful 200th Anniversary. A double celebration of endurance, faith, and optimism in the
belief that this young country can provide a wonderful place for all people to live, work, practice their own
faith without prejudice, be part of the a democracy where each and every person has a voice in the future of
this country.

Executive Committee 2017
Congratulations to all of the successful
nominees who have been selected for the
following positions on the Executive Committee
for this year. Thank you to the members who
participated in the process of voting in the
nominees presented, and to our Past
President, Cheryl Butler, for conducting the
proceedings; leading everyone through the
nomination and voting for the positions on the
board.
This is this year’s executive committee:

President - Andrea Kulesh
Vice President - Jim Vollmershausen
2nd Vice President - Robert Blackburn
Treasurer - Laura McMullen
Membership Secretary - Karen Dance
Programming Director - Kevin Dark
Social Director - Joan Lund
Members Director - Marilyn Hancey
Publicity Director - Marj Andre
Mbr. Rep. R’Hill Heritage - Marj Andre
Mbr. Rep. Heritage Centre Adv.- Jim
Vollmershausen

RHHS Upcoming Programs
PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 2017 PROGRAM
LINE UP

Monday May 15th, 2017 7:30 p.m.

Monday September 18th, 2017 7:30 p.m.
Speaker : Reverend Duncan Jeffries
“200 Years of Richmond Hill Presbyterian
Church”. Duncan will recount the history
of the Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church,
the important part that this church took in the
early days of Richmond Hill and its continued

presence in the community in 2017.

Speaker : Gary Toffili of the Royal
Heritage Trust
Gary will be telling the Society about Queen
Victoria, Canada and royalty in the first 150
years of Canada. Great subject for the
month of May when Canada celebrates
Queen Victoria’s Birthday on May 24th!!

THANK YOU TO GEORGE DUNCAN

Monday June 19th, 2017 6:30 p.m.

Annual Strawberry Social
Members and Invited Guests Only
Event
To all Members - Please join in the
festivities at our annual Strawberry Social
where we will be celebrating the Richmond
Hill Presbyterian Church’s 200th Anniversary
with invited guests of the congregation. It
will be especially exciting to be able to join
in to commemorate 200 years of the
church’s presence in the Town of Richmond
Hill since 1817, during the national
celebration of Canada 150 !Further details
to be announced at the May 15th, meeting.
This event begins at 6:30 p.m. – one hour
earlier than other monthly meetings.

Members enjoyed listening to
George Duncan about his latest book
about Unionville at our March
meeting. Thank you George for
coming to speak to the RHHS about
the fascinating story of Unionville.

...and thank you Kelly Mathews
for treating us to the very
interesting history of Eaton Hall.
“Eaton Hall: Pride of King Township”

RICHMOND HILL
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Membership Application Form
Please Circle:
King Township’s newest author didn’t have
to look far for inspiration for her debut
book, Eaton Hall: The Pride of King
Township. As a Seneca College King
Campus employee since 2012, Kelly
Mathews had her subject matter right in
front of her eyes. We were treated to a
wonderful program about Eaton Hall and its
beginnings. We hope to have Kelly back

in 2018 with her next book about Sir
Henry Mill Pellatt.

New Member or
Renewal

Please Circle:

Individual ($25)

or

Family ($40)

Name (s) : First: ____________________
Last :_____________________________
Address:__________________________
_________________________________
Phone # (s) : _________________
E-mail :

Thank you to Delmanor for their
generosity in hosting the monthly
RHHS Executive meetings for 2017.
Much appreciated !!


______________

Signature: _________________
Date: ___________
Date Payment Received: _________
Cash ____ or

Cheque ____

Please fill in the membership form and
mail to:
When you come upon interesting items you
tucked away long ago; something to do with
Richmond Hill, think of donating to the Town’s
Artifact, “Sports Hall of Fame” or Art
Collections. If you have items to donate,
please call Carol Hughes directly at 905780-2927 or email
carol.hughes@richmondhill.ca .

Membership, Richmond Hill Historical
Society, P.O.Box 61527, 9350 Yonge Street,
Richmond Hill, ON
OR bring the form and payment to a
monthly meeting. We would be pleased to
help you register. Thank you for your
support.

 Notice: MEMBERSHIP FEES
ARE DUE FOR 2017. Please
make sure you are current.
THANK YOU FOR
CONTINUING YOUR
SUPPORT.
RICHMOND HILL HERITAGE
BUILDINGS CARD SET
Support the
Society by purchasing this lovely set of
4 cards of Heritage Buildings in
Richmond Hill that the Society has
reprinted for fundraising. A four card
set for $3.00. GREAT FOR GIFTS !!
Available for Purchase at Monthly Meetings

EVENTS 2017

Some events we have joined
in with this year...... so far.
Councillor David West proposed a Maple
Syrup Festival for Ward 4 this year, way
back in the fall of 2016. He was successful
in bringing the event to reality on March
25th, 2017 at Elgin West Community Centre.
The RHHS was asked if we would like to
participate and were given the opportunity
to fund raise selling maple syrup products
from the Drudge Family Maple Syrup
business. What a great success. There were
other vendors (information booths),
demonstrations of old and new methods of
making maple syrup, arborist tree climbing
demonstrations, children’s activities and of

course – pancakes served with maple syrup
throughout the 4 hour event. The Town had
activities and information in the A.J. Clark
Room for children (and adults) ongoing
though out the day for everyone to enjoy.
The weather was not great, but there were
contingencies in place to include all of the
activities planned, to be carried on inside.
Hot chocolate and coffee was served with
the pancakes and everyone seemed to be
very enthusiastic trying out this year’s fresh
“crop” of wonderful maple syrup. We had a
booth selling maple syrup and also had a
display attracting many people to look at –
all about where the Maple Leaf Symbol of
Canada can be found in our daily lives.
Many people showed up – around 500 by
the count of pancakes consumed. It was
especially nice to see new Canadians taking
part finding out what this maple syrup was
all about. We donated a basket for a door
prize complete with a guest pass to one of
our monthly meetings, heritage note cards,
historical postcards and of course a bottle
of maple syrup. Who ever won, we hope
they will join us at one of our speaker
meetings. The day was a great success and
Councillor West hopes that this will become
an annual event for the town to enjoy. We
have already settled on next year’s date and
look forward to another great day!

“The Cultural Summit is an event for
artists, creative industry
professionals, cultural
organizations, students, volunteers
and culture lovers to network and
learn more about culture in
Richmond Hill”. (Town website)

This was the 4th Annual Cultural
Summit hosted by the Town of
Richmond Hill where many groups
were highlighted with the
opportunity of having a booth set up
in the Centre for the Performing Arts
lobby. This was our first opportunity
to highlight the Society at this event.
We set up a table with information
on speaker’s of the past, any
publications we have taken part in,
even the original scrapbook, our Past
President Cheryl Butler created
following the restoration of Burr
House and the Guild Hall 45 years
ago... Norman McMullen, Kevin
Dark, Marj Andre and myself,
Andrea Kulesh volunteered to be on
hand at the booth to talk to the many
visitors who stopped by to chat. We
were treated to performances by
local artists in the theatre, the theatre
featuring Arts Mackenzie, Hasheel
Lodhia, the Curtain Club, Jessica
Tse, and Hill Chamber Players. In
addition to live performances there
were three video interviews called,
Film Premiere - Celebrated Stories:
Cultural Icons featuring R.H.
Thompson, Farley Mowat,
represented by his wife and Elvis
Stojko. All very enjoyable. Another

great opportunity to talk about the
Society.
Richmond Hill Cultural Projects The Cultural Plan was developed
following extensive community
consultations. The Cultural Summit
will highlight 2016 and 2017 Cultural
Plan projects and activities
developed to support culture in
Richmond Hill. (town website)
And much more!

“Rose Kessler’s Stories”
Published by The Richmond Hill Historical Society

Member Price $15.00
Available at monthly meetings or
call Andrea Kulesh @905-884-2789
THIS BOOK WOULD MAKE AN EXCELLENT
GIFT FOR YOUNG AND OLD ALIKE!!!

Another great line up of locations for everyone to enjoy at this year’s
Doors Open Richmond Hill, May 13th, 2017
A NEW INITIATIVE FROM THE TOWN OF RICHMOND HILL-THAT WE
ARE VERY HAPPY TO BE INCLUDED IN
Benefitting Community Groups
The Richmond Hill Historical Society is joining in with the Town of Richmond Hill for Doors Open 2017
by having a booth located at the Heritage Services Artifact Collection. The Town has invited community
groups this year, to participate throughout the event at different locations. This allows community
groups to participate during the event to enhance the Doors Open experience. Thank you to the Town for
expanding the day to include societies such as ours.

The Pennsylvania Folklore Society of Ontario
Many of our members knew Bruce VanderBent who was a very active member of the
Pennsylvania German Folklore Society of Ontario. Marlene Mattson of the PFGSO kindly sent
this article for us to share in the RHHS newsletter.
IN MEMORY OF
OUR BRUCE
We, at the York Chapter PGFSO are blessed to have a number of very active and willing
volunteers. Bruce VanderBent was one of our faithful long-term and always willing volunteers
who helped our organization whenever we needed assistance. Bruce Reaman VanderBent
passed away on January 31, 2017 after a lengthy battle with cancer. At Bruce’s Service of
Celebration at the Heise Hill Brethren in Christ Church on February 5th, the people who
attended were a real cross-section of Stouffville and Markham residents, members of the
Folklore, people who remember Bruce from the Holstein Association, his neighbours and
fellow church members. Dave Burkholder spoke on behalf of the PGFSO, Lorne Smith spoke
on behalf of the Markham Cemetery Board, the joyful Drudge family from Wroxeter attended to
sing special music for Bruce’s celebration and very touchingly, the granddaughter of the
woman who owns the restaurant at the corner of Woodbine and Stouffville Road attended to
speak for her grandmother who served Bruce for many years and also took food into his home

while he was ill. There was also a speaker from York Region and another from the Holstein
Association. His three children honoured Bruce with a lovely eulogy.
Whatever the York Chapter planned, Bruce was there to lend a hand right from the Pioneer
Festival at Black Creek Pioneer Festival, the Doors Open Richmond Hill, planning and
producing the windows at the Richmond Hill Library in September and December each year,
for the last four years on his own without fanfare or mention of his accomplishments. In
September, Bruce’s window promoted the Pioneer Festival at Black Creek and in December,
the window depicted a pioneer Christmas. At Pioneer Festival, Bruce was responsible for the
layout of the drive shed where the York Chapter would hold a demonstration of old-time
sausage making – he worked all day along with his fellow volunteers to make the day a
success. Bruce also held the apple butter bee so that we could package the apple butter for
the Festival; he was very careful to weigh each container to be sold at the Village. He took
part in Doors Open Richmond Hill where we took the Conestoga wagon to Gormley and set up
shop for a day to educate attendees to the Pennsylvania German pioneer way of life. Bruce’s
life revolved around the Heise Hill Brethren in Christ church which he attended since a boy,
the son of a minister. He was devoted to church activities and had a keen interest in missions
and led in many a Missions Conference. He was also a renowned song leader and sang in
choirs, quartets, trios and duets. He loved to attend hymn sings and was instrumental in
planning the Old Time Hymn Sing at the Cober Church every other year. Bruce was President
of the York Chapter and also President of the Pennsylvania German Folklore Society of
Ontario, as well as being a director of both for many, many years. Bruce believed in the
preservation of our rich pioneer history and renovated historical homes in the Markham,
Stouffville and Gormley areas. Bruce’s wife Mina Stickley passed away a number of years ago,
and he leaves to mourn his children Linda, Larry and Donna and their families. He was wellknown in his community. He was dedicated to his family and church. He will be missed. He
was loved. The York Chapter will always miss Bruce’s important involvement in the on-going
activities of our Chapter.
President’s Note: As a previous employee of Black Creek Pioneer Village I always took the
time to visit the PGFSO site at the annual Pioneer Festival every September. Bruce was always
on hand to help with the sausage making in one of the drive sheds. He was a very hard
worker. He and I had the pleasure of planning and installing a few of the displays that the
PGSFO developed at the Richmond Hill Central Library. He was involved in all aspects of his
heritage and history with the PGSFO. I’m sure that many people will miss seeing him at all of
the events he was involved in. With Sympathy to his family and friends....
_________________________________________________________________________

NEIL McKINNON HEADSTONE
Richmond Hill Artifacts Collection, February 2017
Neil McKinnon died Dec 9, 1829 aged 64 years
A Native of Argyllshire, Scotland
This headstone was unearthed by a bulldozer, about 4 feet underground at 19 Church street,
Richmond Hill where, in the early 1980s, the street was being dug up for new hydro polls. No grave
was found during the excavation, just the headstone.

Who was Neil McKinnon and where might his remains be buried?
RESEARCH
Neil McKinnon (1766-1829) was born 9 Jan 1765 in Glenbaire, Kilfinichen,
Isle of Mull, Argyllshire, Scotland. Married at Isle of Mull before 1788 to
Margely/Morgory McGillivray born about 1768-1772, daughter of Donald
McGillivray of Ben Mohr. Neil Died 9 Dec 1829 Markham Township.
Neil emigrated with his family in 1812 with the Earl of Selkirk to the Red River
settlement near present day Winnipeg. Neil paid passage for himself and the family to Red River,
however, they were caught in the middle of the fur war between Selkirk’s Hudson’s Bay Company
and the North-West Company. In 1815, pending imminent attack, Neil and his family boarded North–
West Company canoes and made a journey of approximately 1,000 miles (1600 km) to York County,
Upper Canada. The family settled in Markham and was later joined by Neil’s brother Hugh and family,
and later still by brother Farquhar and family and perhaps Neil’s father Farquhar, as well. From them
descend the McKinnon’s of Markham, Vaughan, and Caledon.
A SECOND HEADSTONE & BURIAL LOCATED
Neil McKinnon native of the Island of Mull, Scotland died Dec. 9, 1829
aged 63 y'rs & 11 m's Plot N14B.4 Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church
cemetery where this headstone marks his final resting place.
Image: Find A Grave Memorial# 166946250
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=166946250
More about the family of Neil McKinnon in Markham Township (1885)
[son] Angus McKinnon. Lot 26 Conc 5, is the sixth son of Neil McKinnon,
who emigrated from Scotland in 1812. His father came out with Lord Selkirk,
and went with him to Manitoba, where he build a house on the banks of the
Red River, about one and a half miles from the present City of Winnipeg. Angus was born in Mull,
Scotland and was about three years old when the family settled in the far west. They left there at the
expiration of three years on account of the misrepresentations of Lord Selkirk and turned their faces
eastward again. After a tedious and lengthened journey they reached York and settled in Markham on
the lot now occupied by Mr McKinnon. The father died in 1829; the mother survived him twenty years.
Angus married Mary Anthony, by whom he has a family of four sons and five daughters. As may be
expected he has done a fair share of hard work, having helped to clear the farm at the time of
settlement. He has contributed towards the erection of churches and the support of ministers and in
all matters concerning the welfare of the municipality has acted no mean part.
[nephew] Archibald McKinnon, deceased. The late Archibald McKinnon, Markham, was born in the
year 1797 in the Isle of Mull, Argyleshire, Scotland. He was the eldest of a family of four sons and
three daughters. His father, the late Hugh McKinnon, of Markham and his mother, Margaret
McGillivray, were both of the same parish of Mull. His father, Hugh McKinnon was in fair
circumstances in Mull, yet he was anxious to better the condition of his family; and his brother, the
late Neil McKinnon, who had settled in Markham in the year 1817, from the Selkirk District in the

North-West, where he emigrated with his family in the year 1812, held forth to his brother Hugh, in
Mull, strong inducements to emigrate to Canada with his family. This invitation was finally accepted,
and in the summer of 1820 Hugh and his family came to Canada. Previous to coming to Canada, his
eldest son, Archibald, the subject of this sketch, was married to Miss Catharine McGillvray, of the
same parish. They set sail from Glasgow, and after a rough voyage of six weeks landed at Quebec.
After staying there for a few days they set sail for Little York, now Toronto, which they reached after a
perilous voyage of four weeks. The journey up from Quebec had to be performed with Durham boats
drawn by oxen and guided by pilots who walked on the towpath along the shore and with pike-poles
kept the boats at a certain distance from the shore. On landing at 'muddy York," the first sight that
attracted their attention was the dead carcase of a horse lying on the wharf and surrounded by a
group of Indians and squaws feasting over its remains. Such a feast as this was rather unnatural to
the Mull people, as they would prefer feasting over a dish of Loch Fine herrings and a good bowl of
buttermilk.
After staying in Little York for a short time, they set out for Markham, taking Yonge Street as their
route, which at this time was the only road leading north of Toronto. After a journey of one day on foot
from Toronto, they finally reached their destination, the home of Neil McKinnon, near Cashel, and
now the present home of his son, Angus McKinnon. Shortly after coming to Markham, Hugh
McKinnon and his son Archibald purchased lot 9, concession 6, Markham. Archibald settled on the
east end of the lot, and his father on the west end, each occupying one hundred acres, all bush land.
Hugh McKinnon, after the lapse of many years, made for himself a comfortable homestead, where
both he and his amiable wife died in the year 1850, at the advanced ages of eighty four and eighty
two; leaving a family of four sons and three daughters, all of them being married in the time of their
parents' death.
Archibald, the subject of this sketch, and his faithful wife endured (as did his father) many
hardships and trials on the bush farm, contending against difficulties which all the early settlers had to
fight against. The Village of Unionville, in Markham, at this period had no existence, and Markham
Village only contained a few log houses. The first two bushels of fall wheat which he sowed , he had
carried a distance of five miles on his back after threshing it on the same day with the old fashioned
implement, the flail. The first baking kettle obtained was purchased with a loaf of sugar, which he
carried on his back to Toronto, a distance of twenty miles through the woods, and returned home the
same day carrying the kettle on his back. He had frequently journeyed to Toronto on horseback with
eggs and butter. However, through the lapse of time, he and his industrious wife hewed for
themselves a comfortable home out of this forest farm, where he died on December 25, 1880,
surviving his wife by eleven years, and leaving a family of four sons and three daughters to survive
him. His eldest son, John, resides in the Township of Vaughan and follows the occupation of farming;
he has a family of eight sons and one daughter. The second eldest son, Hugh, resided in Markham
on his grandfather's old homestead, and his youngest sister, Christina, lives on the farm with him. The
other two daughters, Flora and Margaret, reside in the Townships of Bruce and Saugeen, and are
married and in comfortable circumstances.
The late Archibald McKinnon was a consistent member of the Presbyterian Church, to which
denomination his family also belongs. In politics he was a Liberal Reformer ; but took no active part in
political contests, neither held any public office, as he was no office-seeker, preferring to live a quiet
life. He was honest and exact in all his public dealings, never had a suit in court, nor was he ever

sued. He and his wife were kind and hospitable, their home was always open to the poor and needy,
and they were always liberal in giving to assist in every good cause, which example the surviving
members of the family endeavour to follow.
Headstone donated to the Town of Richmond Hill Artifact Collection, Heritage Recreation and Cultural
Services
https://www.richmondhill.ca/en/find-or-learn-about/Heritage-and-Museums.aspx?_mid_=1099



Research Sources available up on request – Heritage Services

Share your stories of Canada’s Centennial in 1967, how did you celebrate? What did Canada
turning 100 years old mean to you 50 years ago and what does Canada 150 mean to you
now? These memories will be added into the next edition for September 1, 2017. All entries
must be relieved by August 15th, 2017. Please contact the editor at 905-884-2789 or email
r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca . Thank you. Andrea Kulesh

CENTENNIAL LOGO
Centennial publications and events were all branded with the Centennial logo, designed by Stuart Ash. It
consisted of a stylized maple leaf composed of 11 equilateral triangles representing Canada’s 10 provinces and
the Northwest Territories (Canada’s accepted geography at the time).
EXPO ‘67

HOW ARE YOU CELEBRATING CANADA 150 ? ENJOY!!

