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President’s Greeting 

I hope everyone enjoyed the summer and are ready to enjoy some great historical 
programming starting this month. We will be enjoying hearing all about Richard III, 
England’s Lost King, Sharon Temple’s interesting history and for the month of 
November Randy Barber will return with a military theme in remembrance of wars past 
and those who fought for freedom. We will finish the last month of 2016 with our 
annual Holiday Dinner and Party. Canada 150 will be the theme for 2017, Canada will 
be 150 years old!! The Town of Richmond Hill will be celebrating throughout the year 

with different events that the RHHS will be joining in with. The Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church will be 
celebrating 200 years during Canada’s sesqui-centennial. We wish them a  Happy 200th anniversary and thank 
the church for all the years we have enjoyed the facilities where we hold our meetings. Join us for the monthly 
RHHS presentations and have a look at the new upcoming lecture series at the Central Library as well. We 
have many of heritage and historical themes to choose from.  Have a good autumn. 
 

RHHS Upcoming Programs  
 

Monday September 19th, 2016 

7:30 p.m. 

 

The Search for Richard III: England's 
Lost King 

Speakers: Sheilah O’Connor & 
Christine Hurlburt 

In 2012 the world's attention was suddenly 
focused on a small city in the middle of 
England. After years of research, hard work 
and fundraising, an archaeological dig was 
about to begin. The man in charge of the 
dig was looking for an abbey. The woman 
paying the bills was looking for a king. 
Hear members of the Richard III Society 

explain who Richard III was and why a woman 
risked being called a crackpot in her quest to 
find the remains of this controversial monarch.  

Monday October 17th, 2016   7:30 p.m 

 
Sharon Temple National Historic Site 

 “Calculated to inspire the beholder with 
astonishment…” 

W. L. Mackenzie, 1833 

Speaker: Megan Houton  
The temple of the Children of Peace at Sharon 
is an architectural masterpiece expressing in 
dramatic form the ideas of David Willson, (on 
whose property it was built), a charismatic 
religious leader in early 19th century Upper 
Canada. It was constructed between 1825 and 
1832. Learn about the history of this truly 

http://www.rhhs.ca/


unique historical site, not far from Richmond 
Hill at 18974  Leslie Street, Sharon.  
http://beta.sharontemple.ca/ 

 

Monday November 21, 2016 
7:30 p.m. 

  
 

Trench Art from Wars Gone By   
Speaker : Randy Barber 

Randy returns to speak to us (after a very 
entertaining talk about Winston Chrurchill) to 

present a talk about Trench art . Trench art is 
defined as any decorative item made by 

soldiers, prisoners of war or civilians where the 
manufacture is directly linked to armed conflict 

or its consequences. It offers an insight not 
only to their feelings and emotions about the 

war, but also their surroundings and the 
materials they had available to them.  

 

Monday December 12, 2016 – 6:30 p.m. 
Members Only 

RHHS Holiday Dinner and Party 
Come and celebrate the holidays. Dinner will 

be served for all to enjoy. Refreshments, 
entertainment and door prizes! Tickets $25.00 
per member – available at the November Mtg. 
or by calling Andrea Kulesh at 905-884-2789.  

Any questions regarding the above, please 
speak with Andrea Kulesh or call 905-884-

2789. 
Programs are listed under Upcoming Events on the RHHS 

Website. www.rhhs.ca 

  

Annual Strawberry Social a Great 
Success! 

Once again the society was treated to delicious 
dessert at the annual Strawberry Social. The 

ice cream was pretty good too! We 
had lots of people who joined in, 
enjoying the dessert and 
refreshments. Norman McMullen 
and Nancy Andrews gave a great 

presentation about the Richmond Hill’s 
Horticultural Society’s annivery 
rose.anniversary rose – Garden Sunshine. 
Who could have known what a lengthy process 
it would be to develop a rose? And roses can 
be grown from seeds? Who knew??? (you can 
tell the editor does not belong to the Garden 
Club). Thank you to everyone who made the 
evening so much fun. We hope that the 
Horticultural Society was successful in selling 
all of the roses ordered. We had some other 
special guests for the evening..........  
It was wonderful to see Chester and Pearl 
Wilson after Chester’s quite lengthy absence 
during his recovery from illness. I know 
everyone was pleased to see Chester and how 
well he looked. We hope to see more of them 
in the future. Nancy Price came along with 
Cheryl Butler for the evening. We are so glad 
she decided to join us. Nancy is one of our life 
time members who started the Society. Carol 
Hughes and some of the volunteers from 
Heritage Services came as our guests. We are 
very happy a few of them have joined the 
society as members.  
A special presentation was given to thank our 
past Secretary, Linda Clark in recognition of 
the many years she worked on the executive 
board. She began as a representative for the 
Heritage Centre Advisory Committee for eight  
years and then took on the role of secretary for 
three. We thank her for her service and 
appreciate everything she did for the Society. 
We couldn’t have done it without you! All the 
Best ! 

 
Linda Clark – Past Secretary (on the left) accepting a 

bouquet of roses and a donation in her name to one of her 

favourite charities-Stephen Lewis Foundation, with Andrea 
Kulesh-President.  (photo by Marj Andre) 

http://www.rhhs.ca/


 
 
 

 
presents: 

 
ARCHAEOLOGY IN YORK REGION  

The Richmond Hill Central Library in 

conjunction with the Mary-Lou Griffin Local 

History Collection is pleased to present the 

following programmes as part of the series 

“Archaeology in York Region”.  (Interested 

persons are asked to register at the Central 

Library’s Full Service Desk or by calling 905-

884-9288, X 233) 

 
The Teston Road Ossuary 

(Saturday September 17, 2016) 

 During the summer of 2005, a road crew 
unearthed human remains on Teston Road in 
the City of Vaughan.  These remains turned 
out to be part of a 15th Century Huron-
Wendat burial site consisting of hundreds of 
individuals.  Archaeologist Dr. Ronald 
Williamson will describe his experiences 
overseeing the investigation of the site and 
how the Huron-Wendat Nation and other 
indigenous groups were involved in the 
decision to preserve and commemorate the 
ossuary. 

The Over Site 
(Saturday October 22, 2016) 

The excavation of the Over site resulted in the 

first detailed examination of an early 15th 

century Iroquoian village site on the Don 

River drainage system.  The village consisted 

of seven longhouses spread over 2.25 acres 

located near the intersection of  Hwy. 407 and 

Yonge Street.  Dr. Dana Poulton, the 

Consulting Archaeologist on the excavation 

(1993) will describe the setting of the site, 

(including flora and fauna) and the  thousands 

of  artifacts that were discovered during the 

dig..   

The Wise Family Cemetery 
(Saturday November 19, 2016) 

During a heritage resource assessment 

conducted in 1986 for the proposed Bayview 

Hills Subdivision (lots 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20, 

Concession 2, former Markham Township), 

archaeologists were informed by a local 

farmer that there were some pioneer 

tombstones piled under a tree on Lot 17 and 

he believed there had been a pioneer cemetery 

on that lot.  Dr. Robert J. Pearce who directed 

the excavation will describe the discovery of 

seven tombstone fragments and the hunt for 

the cemetery and eventual discovery of six 

grave shafts.  What did the analysis of these 

human remains tell us about life and death in 

19th Century Richmond Hill.  

The Vanderburgh House 
(Saturday December 3, 2016) 

The Vanderburgh house (built Circa 1833) 

was relocated from its original site nearby to 

its current site on Church Street South in 

Richmond Hill and now houses the Chamber 

of Commerce.  When it was realized that the 

house was to be moved, an archaeological 

assessment was recommended.  During the 

Summer of 1987, exposed cultural features 

were excavated after the topsoil on the site 



had been stripped.  Project archaeologist 

Martin Cooper will describe the history of the 

site’s occupation and the hope that the 

archaeologists would find some evidence of 

early occupation by pioneers (pre-1833).  Such 

evidence would provide a rare opportunity to 

examine early 19th Century life in Richmond 

Hill that had not been otherwise documented 

by archival sources.   

All Programmes 

Admission: $5 (+HST) 
Richmond Hill Central Library 

1 Atkinson Street, Richmond Hill 
10:30 – 11:30   check this xxxxxxx 

Meeting Room A 

  

ITEMS OF INTEREST 

When you come upon items you have tucked 
away - anything to do with Richmond Hill, think 
of donating to the Town’s Artifact – “Sports 
Hall of Fame” or Art collections.  

If you have items to donate, please call 

Carol Hughes directly at 905-780-2927 or 

email    carol.hughes@richmondhill.ca .  

Heritage Buildings Note Sets  

   

Support  the  Society by purchasing  this  

lovely set of 4 cards  of  Heritage Buildings 

in Richmond Hill that the Society has  

reprinted for fundraising. A four card set 

for $5.00.  

GREAT FOR GIFTS !!   

Available for Purchase at Monthly Meetings 

 
Thank you to Delmanor for their 
generosity in hosting the monthly 

RHHS Executive meetings for 2016. 
Much appreciated !! 

 
...........With Sympathy 
Ruth Coxford passed away in her 89th year with 

family by her side. She and her husband Stewart  

celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary this 

year. Ruth grew up “on the Danforth” and after 

meeting and marrying Stewart, they moved to 

Richmond Hill in 1957 with their young children. 

Ruth was well known for her volunteerism and 

was one of the founding members of the York 

Central Auxiliary. Ruth and Stewart were 

significant donors to the chemo clinic and in 

2006 the department was  named the Ruth and 

Stewart Coxford and Family Chemotherapy 

Clinic. The Town recognized her incredible 

commitment to public service with its Volunteer 

Achievement Award in 2007 and 2012. In her 

short remarks acknowledging receipt of the 

award, Ruth observed, “...whatever I may have 

given, I have received so much more in return”. 

Ruth and Stewart were long time supporters of 

the RHHS. Sympathy to Stewart and Family. 

(excerpts from Marshalls Funeral Home website). 

 Richmond Hill lost a long time advocate 

for heritage buildings - Laurie Gordon, in 

July. She was a member of LACAC for 

many years and personally helped to 

rescue the Russell farm from the jail farm 

property, moving it to its current location 

on Centre Street. She passed away in July 

at McKenzie Health Hospital, here in 

Richmond Hill.  Sympathy to her family 

and friends.  

Jean Thompson passed away in July .She was a 

long time resident of Delmanor Retirement 

Residence. Jean was a mber of the society for 

many years. She was well known for her musical 

gifts - playing the piano and her beautiful singing 

voice.  

Sympathy to her family and friends.  

mailto:carol.hughes@richmondhill.ca
http://www.delmanor.com/


THE RICHMOND HILL 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Membership Application Form  

Please Circle:            New Member    or     Renewal 

Please Circle:        Individual ($25)  

           Or                      Family ($40)  

Name (s) : First: ____________________ 

 Last :_____________________________ 

Address:__________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Phone # (s) : _________________E-mail : 

______________ 

Signature: _________________  Date: 

___________ 

Date Payment Received: _________  

Cash ____   or      Cheque ____  

Please fill in the membership form and mail to:  

Membership, Richmond Hill Historical Society, 

P.O.Box 61527, 9350 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, 

ON 

OR  bring the form and payment to a monthly 

meeting.  

 

Notice: MEMBERSHIP FEES 

WILL BE DUE AS OF 

OCTOBER 2017 FOR 

CURRENT MEMBERS. THANK 

YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUING 

SUPPORT.  

BOND LAKE POSTCARD 

Donation from Win & Barbara 

Boyd – Toronto Postcard Club 

 

In April we had the pleasure of 

having Win and Barb Boyd of the 

Toronto Postcard Club speak to our 

society about the history of 

postcards. They incorporated some 

local postcards in the presentation. 

One caught members’ interest - the 

old Power Station at Bond Lake, 

many years ago. As coincidence 

would have it they had scanned it 

from an on-line auction for our 

presentation knowing it was a 

heritage site of interest to the 

RHHS.  After the meeting, Win got 

in touch and said that they had 

purchased the postcard and were 

donating it to the RHHS. What a  



nice thing to do! We appreciate 

their generosity. The Executive 

decided to donate the postcard on 

behalf of the Boyd’s – in their 

names. We are in the process of 

donating the postcard to the Mari-

Lou Griffith Local History Room at 

the Central Library for the Town’s 

archives. Arrangements are being 

made to meet with Cameron Knight 

to finalize  this donation with the 

Boyds as direct donors. Thank you  

Win and Barb.  We hope you will 

come and visit us again in the 

future!  

Bond Lake Power Station for the 

Radial Line Railway 

Photo published in Chapter 10 – Rails Through Richmond 

Hill, Early Days of Richmond Hill 

 

Please Note:  Beginning October 2016 

there will be a $5.00 fee for guests  

attending the monthly meetings, to 

assist with RHHS meeting expenses.   

Local Hero Ernest Albert Goode 

World War II 

 

Cameron Knight – the Town’s Local 
History Librarian, has had a request 
for  information leading to any 
living relatives of Ernest Albert 
Goode - who was killed in action at 
Dieppe during the Second World 
War.  Apparently he was from 
Richmond Hill and his name has 
been memorialized on our 

cenotaph. The researcher comes 
from Orillia.  His father served with 
Ernest Goode in the Royal Regiment 
of Canada. If you have any 

information about Ernest Albert 
Goode’s family or connections, 
please contact Cameron at the 
Central Library,   cknight@rhpl.ca 
 

 

mailto:cknight@rhpl.ca


The Cober Church –Written by Avonelle Monkman, Contributed by  Laura McMullen  

 



 

Our contributor, Laura McMullen 

attended this year’s hymn sing in June. 

Many people attended and she said it 

was a vibrant sing. This is an important 

site and the RHHS is appreciative of 

their dedication in looking after the 

Cober church. The Cober Church or 

Baker-Cober Church and cemetery, is 

located on the east side of Dufferin 

Street, north of Summeridge Drive in 

the Thornhill area of the City of 

Vaughan. Land for the cemetery was 

donated by Bishop Peter Cober and 

Michael Baker, brothers-in-law who had 

adjoining farms. The earliest burial was 

1839 and the latest was 2010, both for 

the Baker family. The cemetery is 

Brethren in Christ,  in denomination 

and still has a little plain meeting house 

and drive shed on the property. Family 

names in this cemetery are very 

common to the old York Twp. Where 

numerous families from the Mennonite, 

Quaker and Dunkard denominations 

settles after migrating from the 

Pennsylvania and New York area of 

America in the late 1700’s. The cemetery 

today is managed by the Baker-Cober 

Cemetery Board and is still active.  

 Extract from website - 

http://lostcemeteries.blogspot.ca/2011/04/baker-cober-

cemetery-thornhill.html  

If you get a chance, purchase or borrow a copy of 

George Duncan’s latest book, “Historic Unionville”.  

We have not seen George for quite awhile but he will  

be speaking at one of our upcoming meetings in early 

2017. Congratulations George on another great book. 

 

One of our founding members, Doris Leno 
celebrated her 102nd birthday on September 6, 
2016. Doris was one of the first members of the 
Society. She  celebrated her 102 birthday at  
Delmanor Elgin Mills, where she lives. Doris 
appears each day, always well dressed and ready 
to go. She always asks after what’s happening at 
the Society and still has a lot of interests. She’s 
seen often in the afternoons amongst friends at 
coffee time in the lounge. Happy Birthday Doris 
and Congratulations on a very significant 
occasion!!!   

 

Doris Leno in costume (2nd from right) at the ribbon cutting 

ceremony of the Guild Hall. The Guild Hall, built in 1857 by the 

Evangelical Association of North America, was moved to its 

current site in 1978, beside the Burrhouse on Carrville 

Avenue. (from RHHS archives)  

http://lostcemeteries.blogspot.ca/2011/04/baker-cober-cemetery-thornhill.html
http://lostcemeteries.blogspot.ca/2011/04/baker-cober-cemetery-thornhill.html


 Contributed by Norman McMullen- a descendent of the Sherk Family 

Sherks sure to share stories at huge reunion 

More than 150 attendees to partake in Mennonite heritage activities at 

family conference this week Aug. 4 – 7, 2016 

 

1900 reunion of descendants of Joseph Schoerg 

The reunion takes over Conrad Grebel University 
College this weekend, the more than 150 attendees 
will be savouring their much-storied past. 
"I call it a Sherk family conference," said Jane 
Sherk, one of the organizers. "It isn't the same as a 
potluck picnic lunch with water balloons." 
Indeed, this event is much bigger and spread over 
four days at the Waterloo college. It features a 
number of activities for anyone of Mennonite 
heritage with the last name Sherk or its variations, 
Shirk and Schürch. There are actually 70 variants of 
the name, all part of the same family that migrated 
from Switzerland to North America. 
As well, invitees include families who share the 
same roots — the Brubachers, Clemmers, 
Detweilers, Ebys, Erbs, Martins, Snyders and a host 
of others. This is one huge family and everyone can 
trace their roots back generations. 
"People I meet are wowed by the fact we can go 
back to the 1600s," said Sherk, pointing out that 

Abraham Erb, founder of Waterloo, was the son of 
Maria Scherch. 
The first reunion, in 1900, celebrated the 
centennial of Joseph Sherk's arrival in the region 
with his wife Elizabeth. That event took place at 
Kitchener's Pioneer Tower with Sherks coming from 
the United States and Canada. 
These modern day reunions were launched in 1982 
after Thomas A. Sherk became interested in the 
family history and published a book. Reunions have 
taken place every two years since, alternating 
between Canada and the U.S. In Waterloo Region, 
the last reunions were held in Kitchener in 2000 
and St. Jacobs in 1988.Among events planned for 
the gathering is a tour of the Mennonite Archives 
of Ontario, which are located at the college along 
with the Schurch family holdings and the Conrad 
Grebel art collection. There will be seminars and 
workshops on everything from how to write your 
memoir to preserving photographs. 



Family historians also will be available to answer 
questions. There also will be a presentation on 
what Schürch family members are doing today, bus 
tours, children's programs and a golf game. 
The Saturday night banquet will feature speakers. 
College staff will be cooking for everyone, basing 
the food mainly on Mennonite family recipes. 
Organizers are hoping to recoup some of the costs 
of the reunion by hosting "Ties That Bind," a 
concert open to the public that features cellist 
Lydia Munchinsky and the 7th Cousins storytellers. 
Cousins Erin Brubacher and Christine Brubaker are 
theatre artists who spent 32 days last year walking 
700 kilometres from Pennsylvania to Waterloo 
Region, retracing the route of the Mennonite 
migration. They will recount parts of their journey 
through storytelling. 
For Sherk, having these reunions is affirming and a 
unique gift for her children. 
"You can be inspired meeting other people," she 
said. "You look into your roots, see what your 
ancestors did. ... When you start hearing the 
stories, a lot was of the sacrifices they made for 
what we have today." 
It's these stories, this strong connection to the 
past, that she is able to pass on through her own 
children. 
"It's that sense of community," she said. "It wasn't 
just Abraham Erb or Joseph Sherk, it was the 
community. What has been built was built by the 
community and we should never lose sight of that." 
"You can be inspired meeting other people," she 
said. "You look into your roots, see what your 
ancestors did. ... When you start hearing the 
stories, a lot was of the sacrifices they made for 
what we have today." 
It's these stories, this strong connection to the 
past, that she is able to pass on through her own 
children. 
"It's that sense of community," she said. "It wasn't 
just Abraham Erb or Joseph Sherk, it was the 
community. What has been built was built by the 
community and we should never lose sight of that." 
 

vhill@therecord.com      

  
http://www.therecord.com/waterlooregion 
 

Thank you Norman for this contribution. There are 
many names familiar to families in this area. A 
reminder that many early settlers came from 
Pennsylvania and New York in the late 1700’s to 
Ontario.  
 

  
________________________________________ 
Karen Dance has submitted Rose Kessler’s book, 
“Rose Kessler’s Stories” to the OHS for a book 
review. We hope to see the review in the next 
OHS bulletin and that it will highlight our latest 
publication. To purchase : 
 

  CONTACT: Andrea Kulesh, Richmond Hill 
Historical Society, President 

r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca   
www.rhhs.ca  905-884-2789 

 

mailto:vhill@therecord.com
mailto:r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca
http://www.rhhs.ca/

