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A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU
The world's first commercially produced Christmas card, designed by John Callcott Horsley for Henry Cole in 1843.
(Courtesy of Madeleine Johnston)

You are invited to JOIN US for the Annual Members’
Chistmas Dinner Party on December 14th, 2015 at 6:30 p.m.
Come celebrate the holidays with a lovely dinner with all the trimmings. There will be games with
prizes and carolling too. Lots of holiday fun for all! St. Mathew’s United Church Bell Ringers Choir
will be our entertainment for the evening. Tickets can be purchased from Andrea Kulesh at 905-8842789 or email r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca. Reservations can also be made – and pay at the door. We
must have all reservations and tickets purchase totals for the caterer one week prior to the 14 th to
make adjustments for orders. Come celebrate the holidays.

NOTICE
The Annual General Meeting
of the
Richmond Hill Historical Society
will be held on
Monday, January 19, 2015
at 7:30 p.m.
in the William Wallace Hall
of the
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church,
10066 Yonge Street,
Richmond Hill, ON
Members have the opportunity to nominate new Executive Members and to vote in the new Executive
Committee for the next year, 2016. Members are asked to contact the current President or Secretary with
nominations prior to the meeting.
Please get involved in the annual process of forming the Executive Committee. The Committee is responsible
for all of the committees and subcommittees that run our Society. Members must have paid their membership
fees for the year of 2015 to vote. Please see membership details on the home page of our web site:
(www.rhhs.ca).
All 2015 Annual Reports will be submitted by the current Executive Committee Members, along with the annual
financial review.
nd
2 Notice of AGM - Jan/Feb/March 2016 Edition as per RHHS Incorporationr
(90 DAYS OF NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN IN ADVANCE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - TO THE MEMBERSHIP)
Oct/Nov/Dec 2015 Edition of H.O.T.H.
In addition to the AGM , we always enjoy “Bring & Brag”. We invite everyone to bring in their favourite treasure for everyone
to admire. If you have a favourite artwork, antique or collection, bring it in and brag about it !!!

Upcoming RHHS Monthly
Meetings 2016
January 18th, 2016 7:30 p.m.
Annual General Meeting and “Bring & Brag”
(see above for details)
th

February 15 , 2016
7:30 p.m.
The Winston Churchill Society
Speaker: Randy Barber. Title to be announced in the next
edition.
st

Monday March 21 , 2016 7:30 p.m.
Ruth Burkholder
Ruth Burkholder returns to us to speak with us about her
new book, “Pioneer Footsteps in York County”. Ruth will
be cover her research required for this latest publication
about York County Pioneers from the early beginnings of
the area.
th
Monday April 18 , 2016 7:30 p.m.
“The History and Value of Old Postcards” Win Boyd of
the Toronto Postcard Club will speak about the origins
and history of postcards. Where they began, why and
who collects these precious pieces of ephemera.
NOTE: **Please see Corrected Description for May
inserted March 2, 2016 following:

th

Monday May 16 , 2016

7:30 p.m

“The Feeding of the 500,000: King Edward VII’s

Coronation Dinner for the Poor”
Presented by: Kevin Dark & Norman McMullen
The McMullen/Dark Collection of Royal
Commemoratives
On March 11, 1902, King Edward VII and the Lord Mayor of
London began planning a massive dinner for London’ poor
and disadvantaged citizens, in honour of His Majesty’s
th
forthcoming Coronation. Originally scheduled for June 26 ,
the Coronation was postponed at very short notice because
the King had been taken ill and required immediate surgery.
The Coronation Dinner for the Poor went ahead as scheduled
and under the direction of Thomas Lipton, with principal
funding provided by the King himself, more than 500,000 hot
dinners were served throughout all the Boroughs of London.
This is a story of organizational triumph! Norman and Kevin
will share several recent acquisitions to their Collection
which help to tell the story of the preparations and
arrangements that made this event such a brilliant success.
**The Executive Committee encourages members to
participate and enjoy these upcoming events. Please
feel free to bring a guest to any of our monthly
meetings with special presentations by speakers.**
“BRING A FRIEND” **Any questions regarding the
above, please speak with Andrea Kulesh or call 905884-2789.

CALLING FOR DONATIONS for the

Town Heritage artifact Collection
Do you know you may have very ordinary items in
your possession that have historical and teachable
aspects to them that you didn’t realize? Very
ordinary household items are often overlooked as
being of any kind of historical value. Carol Hughes
of Heritage Services for the Town of Richmond Hill
has identified some items not yet donated to the
artifact collection. Themes are chosen for the
various exhibits to be based on and in some cases
there are items that could be donated to assist
with exhibits or as teaching aids. The following are
items that have been identified as “missing” from
the artifact collection and could be of great help in
the future planning of exhibits.
The following items have been identified by Carol
Hughes, Collections Supervisor for Heritage
Services, who oversees the artifact collection.
Kitchen Glassware
Ladles, serving spoons or kitchen tools
Toys
Children’s Books/Story Books
Old colouring books
Scrap Books
Wash Stand Set – Toiletry items
Sewing tools, sewing clamp, sewing boxes
Spice Box or Shelf
Salt Box, Match Box
Shell ornaments, Hair ornaments
Linen napkins
If you have any of these items you wish to donate,
please call Carol Hughes directly at 905-780-2927 or
email carol.hughes@richmondhill.ca .

Heritage Buildings Note Sets
Support the Society by purchasing this lovely set of 4
cards of Heritage Buildings in Richmond Hill that the
Society has reprinted for fundraising. A four card set
for $5.00. Great for gifts!!

The Curtain Club Charity Night
Fundraiser Event
January 26th, 2016
8:00 P.M.

The Drowning Girls
The Canadian drama by Beth Graham
Rub-a-dub-dub, three brides in tubs. Found
drowned. These women gather evidence
against their womanizing, murderous husband
by reliving the shocking events leading up to
their deaths. This play reflects on the
misconceptions of love, married life, and the
not-so-happily ever after. The RHHS is sharing
a charity evening performance of the “The
Drowning Girls”, at the Curtain Club with
another community group. 75 tickets will be
made available to the Richmond Hill Historical
Society for this RHHS fundraising evening
event. Tickets will be sold to the membership at
the December and January monthly meetings.

Tickets $25.00 each.
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED FOR CURTAIN
CLUB FUNDRASING EVENT. Please call
Andrea Kulesh @ 905-884-2789 or email @
r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca if you are interesting in
helping. A Sign Up List will be available at the
December & January Meetings. For this event all
volunteers are required to purchase a ticket. Thank
you.
**Fundraising monies will be used to enhance Outreach Programming

Available at Monthly Meetings

for the community and a RHHS project for the upcoming
sesquicentennial of 2017**

What a Wonderful Success!
“ANTIQUES ROAD SHOW”
Richmond Hill Historical Society Style

The fundraising event that the RHHS held at
Delmanor Retirement Residence on October 25th, 2015
was a resounding success. We were overwhelmed with
the number of people who were interested in the
community who wished to have their treasured
heirlooms appraised by the Beasleys. Carol and David
Beasley patiently assessed each piece shown to them
and gave interesting back history to the items and of
course a current appraisal of its potential worth. People
came from all over to enjoy the afternoon avidly
watching the proceedings. Residents at Delmanor
joined in with great enthusiasm and brought their own
wonderful heirlooms to be appraised as well.
Delmanor donated a gift basket for a raffle which one
of the RHHS members won! The 3 rounds of the
Mystery Artifact Games “Can You Guess What These
Are?” with many suggestions as to what the mysterious
items were and there was a winner for each game. For
two of the games Rose Kessler Books were prizes and
the third prize was a package of 12 Historical RH
Building Cards. There were some incredible guesses
that made a lot of sense for what the items looked to
be. But looks can be deceiving!! Light refreshments
were served throughout the afternoon.
The funds collected will be used to enhance Outreach
Programming (such as this event) for the community
and a project for the upcoming sesquicentennial of
2017.
The RHHS Executive wishes to thank Delmanor for
their generosity in hosting and sponsoring the entire
event on behalf of the RHHS.

THIS FALL ...........
We have been treated to some great speakers this fall.
In review, in September, Dorothy Duncan delighted the
membership with stories about her early days teaching
in a one room school house in the Pickering area she
grew up in. Dorothy brought along a selection of her
latest books and members were able to have her
autograph their copies.
October brought a community group highlighting their
success of 50 years here in Richmond Hill, L’ Arche
Daybreak. The history if the early beginnings was very
interesting and highlighted the “pioneers” who brought
L’Arche Daybreak to Canada and more specifically to
Richmond Hill, 50 years ago. Items that Daybreak
produces were brought along as samples so everyone
could see the wonderful array of items people at
Daybreak produce. Please remember to visit their gift
shop to see the various items available for purchase.
The Craft Studio provides meaningful work in three
unique workshops. With support from experienced
crafts people, Craft Studio artisans create beautiful
pieces of one-of-a-kind candles, pottery and handmade

paper. All the items are individually designed and hand
decorated according to each artisan’s creative style.
Crafts are sold at the Craft Studio and at local craft fairs.
Hours of Operation

Monday – Friday

9:00 – 12:00
1:00 – 4:00

The RHHS Executive would like to thank the
Beasleys, Carol and David for doing an

Holidays

Closed

exceptional job of appraising the antiques
and collectibles, people brought to the

Email

The Craft Studio at L’Arche Daybreak

To Order Call:

905-737-5159

“Antique Road Show – Richmond Hill Style”
on October 25th, 2015. Through their
careful research and their wonderful
experience as auctioneers and appraisers
they were able to assess a current value of

Ross Toms spoke at the November meeting. Ross is a
very enthusiastic Legion member who has researched
the early beginnings of the Legion here in Canada but
also how and who began the Richmond Hill Branch
and how the Legion enriches the community.
Norman McMullen spoke at the end of the November
meeting reminding us that “In Flanders Fields” is now
100 years old, written by Canadian physician
Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae. He was inspired to
write it on May 3, 1915, after presiding over the
funeral of friend and fellow soldier Alexis Helmer, who
died in the Second Battle of Ypres. Norman read the
poem to us. Time passes so quickly but this poem is
timeless and speaks to Remembrance in such a
touching way.
Thank you to all of the speakers for making the time to
come and speak to the Society.

If you have any ideas or contacts you think would be a
good fit for future Programming, please contact Kevin
Dark with your suggestions. 905-883-0984. Thank you.

the potential worth. Prior to the event, we
met with the Beasleys who had good advice
for the event and we were able to plan with
the Bealeys and Delmanor in order to make
the afternoon as fun as it turned out to be.
Thank you, Carol and David and we’d love to
partner with you again in the future!!

Beasleys post event advice: Do not use the
Antique Road Show (title) in the future – it
is copyright! Duly noted !!!

The Richmond Hill Historical Society
now has a Face Book Page. If you would
like to access it please remember to put
“The” in front of the Society name or you
will end up at a site in the U.S. It has only
opened, so not much has been added but
in the future we will add pictures for
people to see and you can interact by
making comments, asking questions or
make some suggestions for the page.
 Please Like Us on FB

DID YOU KNOW?
Christmas crackers are a traditional Christmas favorite
in the UK. They were first made in about 1845-1850 by a
London sweet maker called Tom Smith. He had seen the
French 'bon bon' sweets (almonds wrapped in pretty
paper). He came back to London and tried selling sweets
like that in England and also included a small motto or
riddle in with the sweet. But they didn't sell very well.
However, one night, while he was sitting in front of his
log fire, he became very interested by the sparks and
cracks coming from the fire. Suddenly, he thought what
a fun idea it would be, if his sweets and toys could be
opened with a crack when their fancy wrappers were
pulled in half.

THE RICHMOND HILL HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Membership Application Form
Please Circle:

New Member or

Please Circle:
Or

Renewal

Individual ($25)
Family ($40)

Name (s) : First: ____________________
Last :_____________________________
Address:__________________________
_________________________________
Phone # (s) : _________________E-mail : ______________
Signature: _________________ Date: ___________
Date Payment Received: _________
Cash ____ or

Cheque ____

Please fill in the membership form and mail to: Membership,
Richmond Hill Historical Society, PO Box 61527, 9350 Yonge
Street, Richmond Hill, ON
OR bring the form and payment to a monthly meeting.

MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE DUE
FOR THE YEAR OF 2016 FOR
CURRENT MEMBERS. THANK
YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUING
SUPPORT.

“Rose Kessler’s Stories”
Published by The Richmond Hill Historical Society

Member Price $15.00/Non-Member $18.00
Available at monthly meetings or
call Andrea Kulesh @905-884-2789

THIS BOOK WOULD MAKE AN EXCELLENT
HOLIDAY GIFT FOR YOUNG AND OLD
ALIKE!!!

The Richmond Hill Historical
Society in Pictures – Christmas 2014
to November 2015

Doug Barnard, Marie Thomson and Andrea Kulesh,
Christmas Party 2014 “Rose Kessler’s Stories”

Jeane Glionna & Bernice Edmunds – Victoria Day
May 2015

RHHS 2015 Executive Committee Members
Victoria Day 2015 – Norman McMullen and Kevin Dark

Bring&Brag AGM Jan. 2015 Members Lucille King and Val
Firman

Jeane Glionna – Victoria Day 2015

Member James Graham attending a meeting

Members at the RHHS HV Fair Booth June 2015
Kevin Dark, Andrea Kulesh and Leah Stephenson

RHHS Logo
All About Cornflower Glass – March 2015

Members at the RHHS HV Fair Booth June 2015
Kevin Dark, Andrea Kulesh and Bert Hunt

“Treasures” Carol Thompson speaking on the Thrift
Shop’s Early beginnings in our Community

Member - Marj Andre

Carol Hughes-Heritage Services

Member Penny Parmenter Members–Jeanne Hughes & Donna Smith

The First Post Office in Upper Canada

Special Event - Antique Road Show – October 2015
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
We are about to approach a new year - 2016. As my
Presidency continues, let’s look forward to continued
success with our ongoing projects and future sesquicentennial celebrations in 2017. The objectives of the
RHHS are: to Preserve in Our Present Community An
Awareness of The Culture of Our Forefathers, to hold
monthly meetings for the presentation and discussion
of historical information relating to the Richmond Hill
area; to promote existing historical publications, publish
books, articles, and newsletters etc., for the
advancement of the awareness of local sites, deeds and
peoples of interest and to cooperate with other
historical societies and related organizations. We have
had a very successful year, this year in 2015. We were
able to join in with Doors Open as a sponsor. Heritage
Village Day was a wonderful success and many people
stopped by to chat at our booth and have a look at our
large map of Richmond Hill in the 1870’s. We had a
great special event for fundraising with the help of Carol

and David Beasley of Beasley Auctions and Delmanor
kindly hosted and sponsored the RHHS and helped us to
satisfy our fundraising goals. The special event was held
at Delmanor, a retirement residence and we were able
to also have activities and encourage the residents to
join in and enjoy the afternoon as it unfolded. We have
maintained our website for 4 years now and it is often
visited by people who wish to know what we are up to
for our monthly meetings and also to ask any questions
pertaining to the town’s history. We have links to the
library and other associates that help untangle the
route people have to take to get historical questions
answered. We are often the front line. We answer the
question or refer people to the appropriate contact. We
continue to advertise in the Liberal newspaper,
distribute posters in Town community centres, via the
Town distribution and of course OnRichmondHill.com
the website that Marj Andre runs and promotes the
RHHS for monthly meetings and special events to
thousands of subscribers. We will continue our legacy as
an interactive Society as we plan and promote our
projects and fundraisers that will enable us to continue
to be part of this wonderful community we call the
Town of Richmond Hill. New technology has enhanced
the Historical Society. Our new logo is a symbol of new
things to come. I would like to thank everyone for their
support and wish all of our executive committee,
members, associates and partners in the community, a
Very Happy New Year.

Andrea Kulesh

Happy New Year Everyone !!!

