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Hope everyone has enjoyed the summer. Autumn is the beginning of the school year so there is
a lot of hustle and bustle while everyone gets used to the new schedules and even those without
children must adjust their driving and be on the lookout for students a lot more. Richmond Hill
has a long history of education with elementary and high school. Madeleine Johnston lent me
Richmond Hill High School’s magazine “The Tatler” , from 1940 that had the school song
included. What memories school songs bring back. All the assemblies, dances, football games,
plays and PEP rallies that we all enjoyed while at high school. I think the Richmond High
School song will set off some memories for those who attended there.
We have two fundraising events coming up. An “Antique Road Show” hosted by Delmanor
Retirement Residence and located in their lobby, on October 25th at 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. We have
Beasley Antique Appraisers and Auctioneers from Aurora as our appraisers. This is becoming a
popular event for community groups to be involved with and even better for Societies such as
ourselves who love all things historical. You can bring in a special treasure and have an
appraisal and gain a little bit of history of your particular item. You can watch as other people
have their items looked at as well and join in with a few raffles and games while enjoying some
light refreshments provided by Delmanor.
We will also be enjoying an evening at the Curtain Club on January 26th, 2016. The curtain club
has chosen us for one of their charity performances. We will have 75 tickets to sell for the
evening’s historical play, The Drowning Girls (a Canadian drama by Beth Graham). Ruba-dub-dub, three brides in tubs. Found drowned. These women gather evidence against their
womanizing, murderous husband by reliving the shocking events leading up to their deaths.
This play reflects on the misconceptions of love, married life, and the not-so-happily ever after.
Tickets and information from the Curtain Club will become available to us in November.
The Executive has been talking over increasing our efforts to develop more outreach
programming for groups who would like to have the RHHS come to them. That is something
we would like to get involved in beginning 2016. Also it is time to begin to think about what we
as a Society would like to plan for the upcoming sesquicentennial celebrations in 2017. Here it
is almost 50 years past our country’s centennial. Canada will be 150 years old. How should we
celebrate - what do you think?
The Executive hopes that you join in with the upcoming meetings, social evenings and
fundraising events that enrich our Society and the Richmond Hill community.
Thank you & ENJOY!


Richmond Hill Central Library
Presents:

Interested persons are asked to pre-register
online at the Central Library’s Full Service Desk
or by calling 905-884-9288, X 321.

Religion in 19th Century Ontario
The Richmond Hill Central Library in
conjunction with the Mary-Lou Griffin
Local History Collection is pleased to
present the following four part lecture
series:

The Methodists
Religion Professor Phyllis Airhart of the
University of Toronto will describe the
Wesley family and the origins of the
Methodist movement in England, its
distinctive beliefs and practices, and the role
of saddlebag preachers and women in
spreading Methodism’s message and morals
in 19th Century Ontario.

The Mennonites
Mennonite scholar, author and retired
archivist Sam Steiner will describe
Mennonite faith and daily life in Ontario in
the 1880’s. This will include the Mennonite
Church of Ontario (descendants of
immigrants from Pennsylvania), the
Mennonite Brethren in Christ and the Old
Order Mennonites.
Saturday, September 26, 2015
Richmond Hill Central Library
Meeting Room A
10:30 to 11:30
Admission: $5(+HST)
Interested persons are asked to pre-register at
the Central Library’s Full Service Desk or by
calling 905-884-9288, X 321.

The Presbyterians
Reverend Duncan Jeffrey of Richmond Hill
Presbyterian Church will describe the
beginnings of the Presbyterian faith, its core
beliefs and the history of the Richmond Hill
Presbyterian Church with particular
attention given to the Reverend William
Jenkins (1779-1843) its founding minister.
Saturday, October 24, 2015
Richmond Hill Central Library
Meeting Room A
10:30 to 11:30
Admission: $5 (+HST)

Saturday, November 21, 2015
Richmond Hill Central Library
Meeting Room A
10:30 to 11:30
Admission: $5 (+HST)
Interested persons are asked to pre-register at
the Central Library’s Full Service Desk or by
calling 905-884-9288, X 321.

The Anglicans
Reverend Daniel Graves of Trinity Anglican
Church in Bradford will describe the
beginnings of Anglicanism, the structure of
the church, its theology and forms of
worship. He will also discuss the
relationship between the church and the
Family Compact in Upper Canada. The
founding of St. Mary’s Anglican Church in
Richmond Hill will also be discussed.
Saturday, December 5, 2015
Richmond Hill Central Library
Meeting Room A
10:30 to 11:30
Admission: $5 (+HST)
Interested persons are asked to pre-register at
the Central Library’s Full Service Desk or by
calling 905-884-9288, X 321.


Upcoming RHHS Monthly
Meetings
September Meeting
September 21st, 2015
7:30 p.m.
“Teaching in a One Room Schoolhouse”
Speaker – Dorothy Duncan
One of our favourite speakers in the past, Dorothy
Duncan returns to us to speak about her early teaching
experiences.Join us for a fascinating evening as Dorothy
recalls her days as a teacher in a one room rural school.

October Meeting
October 19th, 2015
7:30 p.m.
“50th Anniversary of L’Arche Daybreak”
Listen to the fascinating history of L’Arche
Daybreak, known as Daybreak in Richmond Hill,
from its early days until now – how it began and
what they have accomplished through the years.
Following meetings, refreshments are served, providing
a time of fellowship for members and guests. Everyone
welcome.

November Meeting
November 16, 2015
7:30 p.m.
“Remembrance”. Program to be announced.
Following meetings, refreshments are served, providing
a time of fellowship for members and guests. Everyone
welcome.

December Meeting
“Christmas Dinner Party”
Come celebrate the holidays with a lovely dinner
with all the trimmings. There will be games with
prizes and caroling too. Lots of holiday fun for all!
Tickets will be available at the October meeting
and up to one week before the date; when we
confirm numbers for the dinner catering.
Tickets $25.00 each.
**The Executive Committee encourages members to
participate and enjoy these upcoming events. Please
feel free to bring a guest to any of our monthly
meetings with special presentations by speakers.**
“BRING A FRIEND” **Any questions regarding the
above, please speak with Andrea Kulesh or call 905-8842789.

HERITAGE VILLAGE DAY
JUNE 13th, 2015

Once again, the RHHS was present at the
annual Heritage Day Festival. What an event
this year!! Our volunteers were constantly

speaking with visitors. Many stopped to watch
and speak with Alison Hughes, demonstrating
the craft of Bobbin Lace making. Bert and Elva
Hunt stayed for a few hours and joined in to
help with any local Richmond Hill history
enquiries from interested people. Visitors
bought our new historical publication “Rose
Kessler Stories”, and other familiar book titles
from speakers at the RHHS in the past. We
actually surpassed our sales from last year! We
had a very good day. Many brochures were
handed out and a lot of information was
“swopped” from both sides of the booth
adding to our local history memories. A great
draw to the booth was the large map that
Penny Parmenter donated to the Society of the
town in the late 1800’s. Many newcomers to
Richmond Hill were very interested in Yonge
Street’s development and how it helped to
shape Richmond Hill. Heritage Village Day is a
great opportunity to reach out to the
community and get an idea of what people are
interested in with regard to our history. Our
booth was re-located back to our original
location within the hub of the Heritage Square.
Thank you to everyone who assisted in making
this one of the most successful years we have
enjoyed at the Heritage Village Festival. Thank
you to the town of Richmond Hill for including
us in the Heritage Square.

Articles, Photographs and Personal Recollections
Please remember, if you would like to submit an
article, small paragraph or photo that we can
include in future issues “Heritage on the Hill”,
contact Andrea Kulesh. We are always looking for
items of interest to include in the newsletter.
Photos can be sent by email but we can also take
originals to be scanned and will be returned right
away. Photos from years past, special memories or
even documents we would find of interest can be
submitted. Just remember Rose Kessler’s Stories
came from articles Rose submitted over the years
and we made a book from her nostalgic
memories!!
Editor’s Tel # and email address are on the front
page of the newsletter.

in person, forms are also available at the
membership table at our monthly meetings.
We would like to thank our members for
their continuing support in making our
Society such a. success. We welcome new
members.

Please Consider Membership:

THE RICHMOND HILL HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Heritage Buildings Note Sets
Support the Society by purchasing this lovely set of 4
cards of Heritage Buildings in Richmond Hill that the
Society has reprinted for fundraising. A four card set
for $5.00. Great for gifts!!

Available at monthly meetings

Membership Fees for 2015
Please remember, membership fees can be
paid for 2015 as of October 2014. Please be
sure that your membership fees are up to
date for 2014 & 2015 with our membership
secretary Alison Hughes. Dues must be paid
for the current year in order to participate
in the voting process for the new executive
committee in January 2015. The current
rates are $25.00 per single and $40.00 for
family. The family membership includes: two
adults and two children. A membership form
is included in this edition of the newsletter
if you wish to send your fees by mail. To pay

Membership Application Form
Please Circle: New Member or Renewal
Please Circle: Individual ($25) or
Family ($40) per year
Name (s) : First: ____________________
Last :_____________________________
Address:__________________________
_________________________________
Phone # (s) : ______________________
E-mail : __________________________
Signature: ________________________
Date: ____________________________
Date Payment Received:
________________
Cash ____ or Cheque ____
Please fill in the membership form and
mail to: Membership, Richmond Hill
Historical Society, PO Box 61527, 9350
Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, ON
Or bring the form and payment to a
monthly meeting.
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his time of year reminds of
our school days...

Richmond Hill Public School, opened in 1847,
pictured in a 1908 photograph.

Education in Richmond Hill

(excerpt from Chap. 6 - Early Days of Richmond Hill, R.L. Stamp)

Meanwhile, the Monday-to-Friday life of
village youngsters was being regulated with
increasing efficiency. Throughout all of Upper
Canada from the mid-1840s on, common
schooling shifted away from tuition fees to
public funding, and family control of
education was gradually replaced by a
publicly administered system. Richmond
Hill's children moved from their old log
school building to a new brick schoolhouse in
1847. The Richmond Hill Public School was
administered by the elected trustees of Union
School Section No. 3 of Markham and
Vaughan townships. This and other "union"
school sections formed by local ratepayers
along Yonge Street both south and north of
the village centre helped break down the
administrative division between Markham and
Vaughan townships and gave some feeling of
commonality to Richmond Hill residents.
There was no secondary schooling in
Richmond Hill until 1851, when "grammar
school" classes began in a private residence.
Two years later the Richmond Hill Grammar
School moved into a building adjoining the
public school and employed Reverend James
Boyd as its headmaster. Boyd was a busy
man, teaching all week in Richmond Hill,
then serving as Presbyterian minister in
Markham on Sundays. Still, he found time to

develop a new approach to teaching geometry
that was accepted by the provincial education
authorities. 6 But like so many nineteenthcentury schoolmasters and clergymen, Boyd's
stay in Richmond Hill was brief; after four
years he moved on to another church position
in Waterloo County.
Village residents also concerned themselves
with the continuing education and enrichment
of the adult mind. The Richmond Hill Library
Association held its inaugural meeting in
December 1852, and guaranteed a highly
respectable and moral tone for its work by
electing Presbyterian minister James Dick as
its first president. Twenty-one months later,
the association reported 357 books on the
shelves but only ten out to borrowers!
The decade of the 1850s also gave birth to
the community's first newspaper. The York
Ridings Gazette and Richmond Hill
Advertiser made its debut on June 12, 1857,
with William Trudgeon as manager and
editor, using lines from the poet Lord Byron
to proclaim its mission: "With or without
offence to friends or foes / We sketch the
world just as it goes." Within two years,
however, economic realities forced the
newspaper through a number of name and
ownership changes, while local political
realities encouraged it to support Liberal
policies and programs. Still, the
revamped York Herald of March 25, 1859,
now under the editorship of Malcolm
McLeod, could still sport such a lofty motto
as "Let sound reason weigh with us more than
public opinion."

The new Richmond Hill High School of
1924, the core of the current high school
building on Wright Street.
(Early Days in Richmond Hill-Chapter 12)

Richmond Hill High School Cheer

(from the 1940 school magazine “TATLER” contributed by Madeleine Johnston)

Get Well Wishes to Chester Wilson.
We hope you will have a full recovery

from your unexpected stay at the
Toronto General Hospital….And to
Cheryl Butler who also had an
unexpected stay at MacKenzie Health
Centre. Best wishes to you both…. We
hope to see you feeling much better,
soon at our meetings….

NOTICE
The Annual General Meeting
of the
Richmond Hill Historical Society
will be held on
Monday, January 19, 2015
at 7:30 p.m.
in the William Wallace Hall
of the
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church,
10066 Yonge Street,
Richmond Hill, ON
Members have the opportunity to nominate new Executive
Members and to vote in the new Executive Committee for the
next year, 2016. Members are asked to contact the current
President or Secretary with nominations prior to the meeting.
Please get involved in the annual process of forming the Executive
Committee. The Committee is responsible for all of the
committees and subcommittees that run our Society. Members
must have paid their membership fees for the year of 2015 to
vote. Please see membership details on the home page of our
web site: (www.rhhs.ca).
All 2015 Annual Reports will be submitted by the current Executive
Committee Members, along with the annual financial review.
(90 DAYS OF NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN IN ADVANCE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - TO THE MEMBERSHIP)

“ANTIQUES ROAD SHOW”
Richmond Hill Historical Society Style

October 25th, 2015
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Delmanor Retirement Residence
80 Elgin Mills Road, East,
Richmond Hill
Please join the The Richmond Hill Historical
Society at Delmanor Retirement Residence for
an “Antiques Road Show” with David Beasley
Auctions. Bring a treasured heirloom and have
the Beasleys give you a little history about the
item and an appraisal of its potential value.
Included in the afternoon will be a raffle for a
lovely gift basket donated by Delmanor, “Rose
Kessler Stories” book prizes for identifying
“Can You Guess What These Are?” Game and
a whole lot of fun watching the David and
Carol Beasley identify artifacts for everyone.
Join us for the afternoon and enjoy finding out
about your treasures and seeing other people’s
heirlooms. Appraisals are on a first come first
serve basis. Light refreshments will be served.
Tickets $15.00 each
Tickets will be for sale at the September and October meetings
or call Andrea Kulesh @ 905-884-2789

The Curtain Club Charity
Night Fundraiser Event
January 26th, 2016

The Drowning Girls
the Canadian drama by Beth Graham
Rub-a-dub-dub, three brides in tubs.
Found drowned. These women gather
evidence against their womanizing,
murderous husband by reliving the
shocking events leading up to their
deaths. This play reflects on the
misconceptions of love, married life, and
the not-so-happily ever after.
The RHHS is sharing a charity evening
performance of the The Drowning Girls
at the Curtain Club with another
community group. Particulars of this
event to be announced in the next
edition of the newsletter. 75 tickets will
be made available to the Richmond Hill
Historical Society for this RHHS
fundraising evening event.
Tickets $25.00 each.
**Fundraising monies will be used to
enhance Outreach Programming for the
community and a RHHS project for the
upcoming sesquicentennial of 2017**

In Remembrance
Condolences to Jim Monkman and his family.
Avonelle Monkman passed away peacefully on July
12th, 2015. Avonelle will be remembered for her
dedication to the RHHS. She served on the executive
committee for 26 years as secretary. Her tireless efforts
to keep the Society running smoothly, along with
husband Jim will never be forgotten. She was a
wonderful volunteer for the Richmond Hill Presbyterian
Church, the Horticultural Society and wherever she
could lend a hand. She will be missed by many.

The Richmond Hill Historical Society
is pleased to announce the Society’s latest
publication,
“Rose Kessler’s Stories”
a book of both historical and local interest.
It has been a pleasure collecting Rose’s columns
and letters written over the years, included in
numerous issues of our newsletter, “Heritage on the
Hill” and other community publications. Those who
read her stories were instantly taken with Rose’s
memories of growing up on a farm in the mid 20th
century.
After Rose left the family farm north of Bowmanville,
Ontario where she grew up, she moved to Richmond Hill
and became a member of the Historical Society. She
was a regular contributor to their newsletter, "Heritage
on the Hill". Her stories told of her memories of life on
the farm, her involvement with the church, her school
days and the social life in the farm community.
For those who have never experienced farm life, this will
be a window into another world. She writes of the daily
routine, the hardships, community spirit, difficulties,
dangers and ultimately the rewards she and her family
experienced. The Bowmanville Museum and Archives
has added Rose Kessler's Stories to their collection,
saying it is an important addition to their knowledge of
the history of that part of Clarington.
The publication of this book has been a labour of love.
The Historical Society’s Executive and members are
delighted to see the Rose’s stories in hard copy.

“Rose Kessler’s Stories”
Published by The Richmond Hill Historical Society

Member Price $15.00/Non-Member $18.00
Available at monthly meetings or
call Andrea Kulesh @905-884-2789

“Memories of Teaching in a One
Room Rural School”
By Dorothy Duncan
Dorothy Duncan became interested in Canadian history when she became a
teacher guide at Black Creek Pioneer Village in Toronto. She later served as
Curator of the Village, and then became Curator of Historic Houses for the
Toronto Historical Board. She became a Museum Advisor for the Province
of Ontario, assisting many new museums to open and many existing
museums to grow and develop in both northern and southern Ontario. She
has also served as the Executive Director of The Ontario Historical Society
and has been recognized in many ways for her contributions in preserving
the history and heritage of Ontario including the Lieutenant Governor’s
Award for Outstanding Achievement in the Preservation of the Heritage of
Ontario as well as numerous other awards.
Join us for a fascinating evening as Dorothy recalls her days as a teacher in a
one room rural school.

Monday September 21, 2015 – 7:30 p.m.
at

The Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church,
Wallace Hall
10066 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill



