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Greetings from the President

I wish to thank all those who assisted in making 2014 another successful year for our
Society. The Executive Committee was dedicated to working on behalf of the RHHS
members and were committed to our mission and goals set out for this past year in our
annual planning. We exceeded what we set out to do in 2014 and for that I would like
to personally thank each and everyone one of you that made it happen.
Thank you to all of the members who support the Society and make it a great addition
to the culture of our community.
On behalf of the RHHS Executive we wish everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year
2015. We look forward to 2015 with great anticipation, interesting speakers and
meetings, welcoming new members and friends as our Society continues to thrive.
Thank you.


Upcoming Events at the Richmond Hill Public Library
Education in Ontario
The Richmond Hill Central Library in conjunction
with the Mary-Lou Griffin Local History Collection is
pleased to present the following four part lecture
series:
Heritage Schoolhouse
The York Region District School Board Museum and
Archives the Heritage Schoolhouse in Markham,
house a collection about the history of education York
Region. Curator Jan Emonson will describe the
various ways that you can access it. The collection

includes attendance registers, photographs,
administrative papers, curriculum guidelines, student
work and textbooks from schools past and present. If
your ancestors went to school in York County, you
will find this talk quite valuable.
Saturday, February 28, 2015
Richmond Hill Central Library Meeting Room A
10:30 to 11:30
Admission: $5
cont’d/….

Ontario Education Resources on Teachers and
Students for Family Historians
Author, historian and librarian Marian Press will
provide a brief history of education in Ontario as well
as that of teacher training and present the many types
of records available for researching former teachers
and students. Both paper and online resources will be
examined, with an emphasis of what is online as
digitization of education materials is advancing
rapidly..
Saturday, March 28, 2015
Richmond Hill Central Library
Meeting Room A
10:30 to 11:30
Admission: $5
The One Room Rural Schoolhouse
At age 17, Dorothy Duncan began her teaching career
in a one room school where she had 49 students and
taught eight different grades. What was it like to teach
in a one room rural schoolhouse? What was her
training? What happened on a typical day? What were
her rewards? Author, historian and teacher Dorothy
Duncan will answer these questions while describing
her experiences in a teaching environment that is now
all but lost.
Saturday, April 11, 2015
Richmond Hill Central Library
Meeting Room A
10:30 to 11:30
Admission: $5
Shall the Community Have a Public Library?
On October 10, 1853 the ratepayers in Vaughan
Township met to decide if their community was to
raise funds through taxation (just this once) for the
purpose of purchasing books for a public library. The
minutes from this meeting are held at the City of
Vaughan archives and prove a fascinating
documentation of public attitudes of a rural population
towards taxation, public education and public
libraries. Adult Services Librarian Cameron Knight
will use these minutes to examine this part of the
public library movement in 19th Century Ontario.
Saturday, May 23, 2014
Richmond Hill Central Library
Meeting Room A
10:30 to 11:30
Admission: $5

UPCOMING EVENTS

February 16th, 2015
7:30 p.m.
“Treasures” Charity Shop
Speaker: Carol Thompson
Have you ever wondered about the little
Thrift Shop on Levendale Avenue called
“Treasures”? Who began this enterprise?
How long have they been there? What
this shop means to the community.
Join us and meet Carol who will tell you
the story about this community minded
store and the scores of volunteers who
support it.

PLEASE NOTE:

For all of these programs, interested
persons are asked to pre-register at the
Central Library’s Full Service Desk or by
calling 905-884-9288, X 321.

cont’d ….

March 16th, 2015
7:30 p.m.
“All about Cornflower Glass from the 1900’s”
Betsy McDonald
From the Orilla Packet: In 1914, William
John “Jack” Hughes began cutting glass
tableware full-time in the basement of his
home at 212 Wychwood Ave., Toronto.
Ninety years later, his popular floral pattern,
which he called “corn flower,” is one of the
most sought-after glass patterns in
Canadian antique and collectible outlets.
Corn flower was cut and sold across
Canada for more than 70 years and, for
many, it has become a cherished heirloom
for more than three generations. Join us to
hear about this iconic Canadian
glassware. Find out why Betsy talks about
her basement!!
(Bring in your own precious pieces for Betsy to have a look at.)

April 20, 2015
7:30 p.m.

"Over Any Distance Imaginable: The Royal Mail
from York”

Kate Akerfeldt is the Assistant Curator at
Toronto's First Post Office. IN 1833, York was
undergoing exponential growth and there
were high expectations for the swampy
town on the edge of wilderness. In 1833,
the new Postmaster built his new home
and office on Duke Street, a building that
would become the meeting place for all of
Toronto. Postmaster Howard was an
outsider in Toronto’s colonial elite and not
always trusted. Nevertheless, it was from
this office that the growing pains of the
new city and of Canada, were expressed
on paper, and sent around the world…..
Join us for an enlightening evening
learning about the beginnings of the Post
Office in Upper Canada.

May 18th, 2015
7:30 p.m.
“Queen Victoria”

Presented by our own members, Norman
McMullen and Kevin Dark. Using their own
collection of commemoratives they will dazzle

us with little before known details of Queen
Victoria - just in time for her birthday!!
Join us for an enjoyable evening listening to
royal tales of Queen Victoria!!

May 18th, 2015
Special Time 6:30 p.m.
Members Only

Our Annual Strawberry Social Celebrating
the Humble Ontario Grown Strawberry.
Please join us for our annual Strawberry
Social at Wallace Hall. A favourite evening
with strawberries and ice cream to delight
us all.
Entertainment to be announced.


**Any questions regarding the above
information please speak with Andrea Kulesh
or call 905-884-2789.
The Executive hopes you will be able to
participate and enjoy these upcoming events.
Please feel free to bring a guest to any of our
monthly meetings with special presentations
with speakers .** BRING A FRIEND…..or
TWO!!

Heritage Buildings Note Sets
Support the society by purchasing
this lovely set of 4 cards depicting
Heritage Buildings in Richmond
Hill that the Society reprinted for
fundraising.
4 card set for $5.00. Great for
gifts!!
Aavailable at monthly meetings.

In Memoriam 2014
Members We Shall Miss…
Florence Schurman
1923-2014
Florence grew up in Richmond Hill and is
fondly remembered by many as a
member who participated in whatever
committee or society she belonged to.
You only had to ask and she responded

Robert Edmunds
December 1923 – June 2014
A long standing member of the RHHS. Well
known for attending special events with his
wife Bernice in historical costume.

by generously giving her time and
anything you needed.
Willem (Bill) Schurman
1918-2014
Bill was a long time resident of Richmond
Hill.Bill is remembered for his gentle
personality and contributed to many
community groups including the RHHS
and Richmond Hill Horticultural
Society.Bill and Florence were celebrated
for their wonderful marriage of 70 years
in 2013 after being nominated as the
longest living married couples in Ontario,
receiving a plaque from the Wroldwide
Marriage Encounter Organization at the
Richmond Hill United Church where they
were married 70 years before.

The CNR station in the mid 1930s. Bob Edmunds and
John Tracy are on their bikes. The boxes on the
wagon contain roses ready for shipping.

100 Years Ago in
Richmond Hill……
Summer Romance at Bond Lake Park
Boating

Charles Russell Tilt (known as Russell)
1919-2014
Russell was a member of the RHHS and the
Richmond Hill Horticultural Society.
A well-known and dedicated volunteer in
Richmond Hill and in the province of Ontario,
he will be missed by all those who knew him
and worked with him. A gentle but
determined soul who worked for the greater
good of the environment.
(Marshall Funeral Home site.)



Howard Park Methodist Church, Toronto,
Sunday School Picnic at Bond Lake, 1914.
Pictured are Martha Fortune Irwin, John C.
W. Irwin, Archie Blakely, Agnes Larimer

We were somewhat frightened of this lake
because "it has no bottom." I remember going
for a ride in a rowboat - properly attired in my
white dress with a blue sash around the middle,
white stockings, probably black buttoned
boots, and a straw hat. No one needed to tell
me to sit very still in the middle of the boat. I
did not want to go for a ride because I was
scared skinny, but since everyone else was
daring to go I could not let on how frightened

I was. I enjoyed it but was mighty glad to
disembark at the boat house.
Vera Clarke, "Memories Regarding the
Metropolitan Railway," typescript, Aurora
Museum.

Dancing

In June 1910, arrangements were made and
advertised for dancing in Bond Lake Park each
Wednesday and Saturday evening, beginning
at 8:30 p.m. and continuing until 11.45. We had
a four-piece orchestra and our charge was
ladies 25 cents and gentlemen 50 cents, but
must be together and not strangers.We were
very successful in having a good attendance
and our orchestra used good judgment in
playing some of the old time dances which,
owing to the character of the visitors, was
much enjoyed and appreciated. We closed
the dance each night in time for dancers to
get the last car either way from Bond Lake.
Charles Wilson,"The Metropolitan Street
Railway," typescript, Toronto Transit Commission
Archives

Riding Home

Grinding merrily up Yonge Street, the
Metropolitan trolleys took dancers to Bond
Lake. Couples swung gracefully around the
floor until the last car left. They spooned
decorously in the straight back seats as the car
trundled down the slopes. Their romances were
quite as exciting and stimulating as those of
the rubber-tired, internal combustion
generation.

E.E. Ball,"Memories of E.E. Ball," typescript,
North York Historical Society Collection,
North York Public Library
(EXCERT FROM EARLY DAYS IN RICHMOND HILL)

What’s New at the Richmond Hill
Heritage Centre
19 Church Street, North
Richmond Hill
CELEBRATING HERITAGE WEEK
EXHIBITION OPEN HOUSE
at the
Richmond Hill Heritage Centre

Heritage Week offers a unique opportunity for
Ontarians to celebrate Ontario’s rich history and to
recognize the important work heritage organizations
do to keep our history alive!
The Town of Richmond Hill is proud to celebrate
our heritage with the opening of two new
exhibitions.
PASSAGE TO FREEDOM: SECRETS OF THE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
A travelling exhibit on loan from the Welland
Historical Museum
Travel back to the 1800s to learn about slavery, the
escape route referred to as the Underground
Railroad, and the challenges freedom-seekers faced
once they reached their promised land - Canada.
Passage to Freedom features slave narratives, a
large model of a slave cabin, models of a plantation
and safe-house, interactive components and clues to
the secrets about fleeing to freedom.
COMING TOGETHER: DIVERSITY IN
RICHMOND HILL
Supporting the curriculum and community
education programming!
People from different cultures have been coming to
the Richmond Hill area for over 200 years. They
come to Canada and settle in Richmond Hill
looking for a better life for their families. This
exhibit looks at the immigrant experience, using
photographs and first person documents, in
Richmond Hill from the early 1800s to today.
Date: Tuesday, February 17
Time: 1:00 – 4:00 pm

For more information about these
exhibitions, contact the Heritage Services
Coordinator at
maggie.mackenzie@richmondhill.ca or 905737-1818, ext. 6007.
GALLERY HOURS: Tuesdays 1 - 4 p.m.
Thursday 4 - 8 p.m. Saturdays 10 a.m. – 4
p.m.

Please Consider Membership:

THE RICHMOND HILL HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Membership Application Form
Please Circle: New Member or Renewal
Please Circle: Individual ($25) or
Family ($40) per year
Name (s) : First: ____________________
Last :_____________________________
Address:__________________________
_________________________________
Phone # (s) : ______________________
E-mail : __________________________
Signature: ________________________
Date: ____________________________
Date Payment Received:
________________
Cash ____ or Cheque ____
Please fill in the membership form and
mail to: Membership, Richmond Hill
Historical Society, PO Box 61527, 9350
Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, ON L4C 0C9
or bring it with payment to a monthly
meeting.
We look forward to your support as a
Member.
Annual AGM
January 19 th , 2015
Thank you to all of the members who attended our
annual AGM. Reports from 2014 were delivered and
the voting took place for the new Executive Board
for 2015. We welcome two new members to the
board. Karen Dance and Jim Vollmershausen.
Jeanne Hughes stepped down after many years of
serving on the committee and we thank her for all
of her hard work and sage advice. Marilyn Hancey
and Joyce Horner finished their four year terms with
Town committees as our representatives.We thank
them for all of their efforts liaising with the
committees and reporting to the Executive Board.
Thanks to Past President Cheryl Butler for attending
to all the necessary details and protocol for voting
and installing the new executive board.

Announcing
Our Latest Publication
“Rose Kessler Stories”

Marie Thomson and Doug
Barnard take full credit for a
wonderful job done, in
volunteering to create and
edit Rose Kessler’s articles
and stories to publish this
great little book. Thank you.


A Request for Information about
Richvale……
As I stated, I would greatly appreciate any information
about Richvale from 1947 to 1954. Who owned the
white frame home that you reached from Yonge Street
by going down a long lane framed by trees on either
side? The property was located between the Richvale
Cement Company (don’t know if it existed then) and
Carrville Road.
Our home was situated on Duncan Road surrounded
by four acres of land. The community itself probably
consisted of five homes. Our house was a small four
room dwelling with a well and outhouse (doubleseater). Additionally, my father built a large garage
which was approximately the same size as our
dwelling. You could tell where his interests lay. We

also bordered the Jail Farm. In the summer you could
hear the inmates singing.
Across from us lived the Elliotts. I would like to know
if any of them still live in that vicinity. The Elliotts had
two daughters and may have had third child at that
time.
I would also like to know if anyone remembers
Cooney’s (?) Garage on Yonge Street. My father,
George Kozun, was the local bootlegger and Mr.
Cooney would send the clients to my dad’s place.
Does anyone remember being picked up on Carrville
Road or nearby and being bused to Charles Howitt
School?
As I recall there also was a store on Yonge Street
(today’s answer to a Convenience Store). It didn’t
carry very many items. You could also see the Dunlop
Observatory in the distance from our living room
window.
Any information would be greatly appreciated and
may trigger some memories I have forgotten.
Thank you again!
Helen Boehnke

Please reply to Andrea Kulesh at 905-884-2789 or
email at r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca if you have any
onformation for Helen and it will be forwarded to her.
Please remember, if you would like to submit
an article, small paragraph or photo that we
can include in an issue of Heritage on the Hill,
please contact Andrea Kulesh. We are always
glad to include any items that are contributed
but remember to send articles in plenty of time
to be included in the next issue. Since we can
now include photos sent via email try and dig
up some photos from year s past and any
special memories you would like to share. Tel #
and email address are on the front page of the
newsletter at the heading.

“Rose Kessler’s Stories”
We are proud to offer “Rose Kessler’s Stories” brought to life
in book form. Her stories were collected from various sources.
Her family members were interviewed and more information
was added. Now we have a comprehensive collection of “Our
Rose’s” Stories” that we all grew to love and appreciate every
time she wrote another. Even if you have already read the
stories that Rose Kessler wrote for various newsletters, you
are bound to enjoy re-reading them. But if this is a new
experience for you, just take pleasure in her down-to-earth
writing style as she tells of her experiences
living on the family farm.
This book is a great gift for anyone you know who appreciates
nostalgic stories of growing up on a farm in the early part of
the 20th century in a small town Ontario.
Books will be available at meetings and can be ordered by calling Andrea Kulesh at 905-8842789 or emailing at r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca
Members $15.00

Membership Fees for 2015
Please remember, membership fees are due for 2015. Please be sure that your membership fees
are up to date for 2014 & 2015 with our membership secretary Alison Hughes. The current rates
are $25.00 per single and $40.00 for family. The family membership inc ludes : two adults and two
children. A membership form is included in this edition of the newsletter if you wish to send your
fees by mail. To pay in person, forms are also available at the membership table at our monthly
meetings.

We would like to thank our members for their continuing support in making our Society
such a success. We welcome new members.

“Whiskey and Wickedness” 1800 – 1875.
Larry Cotton
We have been invited by the Innisfil Historical Society to attend their April 18th, 2015 meeting for
this very interesting presentation.
PLEASE JOIN
INNISFIL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ON SATURDAY APRIL 18TH AT 2:00 P.M.
INNISFIL TOWN HALL
2101 INNISFIL BEACH ROAD

Take this opportunity to visit Innisfil’s new Town Hall and hear author Larry Cotton discuss his latest
book , “Yonge Street: 100 Taverns in 100 Miles”
Here’s an opportunity to connect with like-minded members of other local historical societies. Light
Refreshments to follow. Copies of Larry’s book will be available. For further information, please email
Donna at mdwice@sympatico.ca

Presents

CAROL THOMPSON
Treasures Charity Thrift Store
In 1986 Elizabeth Davis and Robin Collinson, each a
parent of an adult child living with schizophrenia took
matters into their own hands. Frustrated with the lack of
services available in the community for people dealing
with chronic mental illness they built their own solution.
They envisioned a supportive environment offering
meaningful volunteer work, providing opportunities to
learn skills and build self esteem and confidence. They
called it “Treasures” to reflect the hidden treasures in the
people involved as well as the treasures that can be
found in the shop.
Monday, February 16, 2015

7:30pm
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church ,
Wallace Hall
10066 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill

Everyone welcome - fellowship and refreshments follow
For more information call 905-884-2789 or visit
www.rhhs.ca

