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Greetings from the President/Editor-Andrea Kulesh
It is the beginning of the new fall session where we can look forward to excellent
programming and the prospect of a lot of new things that the RHHS will be involved
in. I joined the RHHS approximately 11 years ago and have had the pleasure of being
the President for the past 4 years. I have overseen a period of steady and increasing
membership, welcoming a good number of new members. We have contributed to
many historical events, shared in heritage initiatives and raised funds for the Society to
do its good work in the community. This January I will leaving the Executive
Committee as President and I feel very confident that the Society is in good shape for
the next phase of its own history. It has been a privilege to have worked with such a
great executive board and I am well aware that is the efforts of the committee
members and all of the volunteers that have got us to the point we are at in 2014.
This year we have lots of decisions to be made for the future of the Richmond Hill
Historical Society Executive Committee. With the upcoming municipal election, this
ends office for our representatives for the Heritage Centre Advisory Committee and
the Richmond Hill Heritage Committee. Both of these positions are set by the elected
term of our municipal government – 4 year terms (meetings-once a month). Both of
these positions require a reporting of the meetings they attend at the committee level
to the RHHS monthly executive meetings. Effective January 19th, 2015 - I will be
concluding my responsibility as the President and Jeanne Hughes will be stepping
down as a Director.
It is time for other interested members to become involved, step up and help to shape the future of
this Society.
We will also be needing an active Vice-President that will step into the role of
President after a two year term. Our new by-law sets the references for the terms of
office. Vice President, President and Past President are limited to a two year term. The
Vice steps into the President’s role, the President becomes the Past President who can
be asked to assist in overseeing the transition for the new vice and president for a
period of two years. The Past president is not required to attend all executive
meetings. All other executives are limited to the two term but have the choice of
remaining on the board if they wish to. This will help to move members into positions
knowing the length of terms and be able to move around in the various roles as set out
in our incorporation terms. We are under legal obligation of the incorporation to fill
these positions to remain as a registered incorporated charity . Anyone who wishes to

be put forward as a candidate, for any of these positions, please contact Linda Clark
(Secretary) either by email or telephone. lclark@sympatico.ca or 905-508-8956.

Notice

The Annual Meeting
of the
Richmond Hill Historical Society
will be held on
Monday, January 19, 2015
at 7:30 p.m.
in the William Wallace Hall
of the
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church
10066 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, ON

Members have the opportunity to nominate new Executive Members and
to vote in the new Executive Committee for the next year. Members are
asked to contact the current President or Secretary with nominations
prior to the meeting.
Please get involved in the annual process of forming the Executive
Committee. This Committee is responsible for all of the committees and
subcommittees that run our Society. Members must be have paid their
membership fee for the year of 2014 to vote. Please see membership
details on the home page of our web site: (www.rhhs.ca).
Opportunities Open for Nomination
PRESIDENT – 2 year term
VICE PRESIDENT – 2 year term
DIRECTOR – 2 year term
HERITAGE CENTRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE – 4 YEAR TERM
RICHMOND HILL HERITAGE COMMITTEE – 4 YEAR TERM

UPCOMING EVENTS
RHHS Monthly Meeting:September 15th, 2014
7:30 p.m.

The Prisoner’s Boxes of the 1837
Rebellion
Speaker: Darryl Withrow
Darryl Withrow teaches Media Literacy to
grades 1-8. He is also the Teacher
Librarian for the school. He has been a
volunteer with Pickering Museum for 7
years. Darryl’s talk will be of great
interest.
Darryl Withrow will establish little before
known facts about a surprising aspect of
the imprisonment of the rebels of the 1837
rebellion in Upper Canada. He will bring
examples of Prisoner’s Boxes – items that
not many people are aware of. He returns
to our Society by way of having been one of
the four speakers at the RHHS Rebellion
workshop in October 2013 and was very
well received. His passion for this subject
extends to him replicating these surprising
artifacts and holds a very large collection
of these objects. You won’t want to miss
this presentation… His book on the subject
will be available for sale and Darryl will
autograph your copy.
RHHS Monthly Meeting: October 20th, 2014
7:30 p.m.

RHHS Monthly Meeting:November, 2014
7:30 p.m.
“The Great Escape: A Canadian Story”
by Ted Barris

Speaker: Ted Barris

Ted Barris returns to the RHHS talking about

“The Great Escape: A Canadian Story” his
latest book. Ted Barris is an accomplished author,
journalist and broadcaster. During a gala
ceremony in Toronto, on June 2, the annual Libris
Awards were presented. Ted Barris’s book, “The
Great Escape: A Canadian Story,” received the
2014 Libris Best Non-Fiction Book Award, sharing
the honour with Chris Hadfield for his book “An
Astronaut’s Guide to Life on Earth.” In presenting
the award, host Terry Fallis explained the criteria:
“The award for non-fiction book of the year goes
to a Canadian work of non-fiction published in
2013 that made a lasting impression on the
Canadian book selling industry, through wide
media attention, increased traffic to bookstores
and strong sales.” Barris is an accomplished
author, journalist and broadcaster. As well as
hosting stints on CBC Radio and regular
contributions to the Globe and Mail and National
Post, Barris has authored 16 non-fiction books and
is a full-time professor of journalism at Centennial
College in Toronto. He has also written a weekly
newspaper column - The Barris Beat - for more
than 20 years.

“Managing Change in our Village Core”
Speaker: Matthew Sommerville
Matthew Somerville is the Richmond Hill
Heritage and Urban Design Planner. Matthew
will be focusing on the issues relating to new
development within heritage contexts and
specifically talk about the Richmond Hill Village
core; a subject directly linked to the
maintenance of our historical main street. Join
us in finding out what is planned for the Village
Core. A subject that carries a lot of passionate
opinion!

**Any questions regarding the above
information please speak with Andrea Kulesh
or call 905-884-2789.
The Executive hopes you will be able to
participate and enjoy these upcoming events.
Please feel free to bring a guest to any of our
monthly meetings with special presentations
with speakers .**
BRING A FRIEND…..

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
Happy 100th Birthday
to Doris Leno, an
charter member who
has been in the Society
for many years, right
back to the early
beginnings, who
celebrates her 100th
birthday on
September 6th, 2014.
Happy 100th Birthday
Doris !! We were
delighted to be able to
share in celebrating
your birthday in June
with our Society at our
annual Strawberry
Social. A good time was
had by all....

The winning tickets were drawn at
our Annual Strawberry Social in
June. First prize went to Dee Sutters,
second prize to Kevin Dark and third
prize a book “In the Footsteps of the
Group of Seven” to Madeleine
Johnston. This was a very successful
draw. We thank artists, Herbert Pryke
and Valerie Kent for the wonderful
paintings they donated to our
society. We are lucky to live in such a
vibrant cultural town where art and
culture flourishes. It was our pleasure
to be able to offer their art work for
our annual fundraiser. We hope the
winners enjoy their prizes for many
years to come.
 First Prize: An original abstract painting
by Herbert Pryke, a Richmond Hill artist.
He is a member of many groups and is a
long standing member of the Richmond
Hill Group of Artists. His work is
reminiscent of our early Canadian
artists. www.herbertpryke.com
 Second Prize: An original painting by
Valerie Kent, a local artist who painted
the “Main Street of Richmond
Hill” to commemorate our 140th
anniversary of 2013.
http://valeriekent.com
 Third Prize: A book by Jim and Sue
Waddington, named “In the Footsteps of
the Group of Seven”. Jim and Sue
spoke to the RHHS in October 2013 and
were very well received. Their
experience and motivation to follow and
locate the well known Group of Seven’s
actual painting locations is a wonderful
story of a passionate love for these
Canadian icons.
www.herbertpryke.com
http://valeriekent.com
www.groupofseven.ca

Doris Leno and Gladys McLatchey


HERITAGE VILLAGE DAY
JUNE 7TH, 2014
Once again, RHHS had a very positive
experience at the Heritage Village Festival. This
is a great opportunity for the society to get out and
talk to lots of people….. And there were plenty of
people who attended and enjoyed the day. We
attracted many visitors to our booth and lots of
memories of Richmond Hill were swopped!! Our
new positioning on Yonge Street, closer to
McConaghy Centre was a much better fit for us.
We asked for the same street post next year. We
distributed pamphlets, sold merchandise,
“Celebrate Culture” Spring Raffle tickets and
offered demonstrations for people to observe.
Thank you to everyone who participated. A good
day was had by all !!

THE RICHMOND HILL CENTRAL
LIBRARY PRESENTS:

World War I
To commemorate the centennial of the outbreak
of World War I, the Library in conjunction with
the Mary-Lou Griffin Local History Collection is
pleased to present a four part lecture series.
The Poppy and The Rose
Military Historian and genealogist, Ross Toms has
a passion for the Canadian Expeditionary Force in
the Great War, as well as the role of his relatives
and the regiments in which they served. Through
many years of research, he has discovered a wide
range of resources for researching one’s World War
I ancestors. Mr. Toms will take you on a tour of the
websites that he has discovered, some of which he
has contributed to, focusing on many Richmond
Hill boys who served. He will also chronicle his
adventures throughout Ontario, visiting graveyards,
while compiling a digital record of the gravestones
of
Canadian veterans of the Great War.
Central Library | Meeting Room A
Saturday, September 27
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. / $5.00

York County Historic Peace Churches
During the Great War
While much has been written about the lives of
Canadian boys who served in the Great War, not
much has been published regarding the experiences
of the members of the various Peace Churches.
Mennonite historian, George Reesor will discuss the
development of the Mennonite’s pacifist beliefs with
particular emphasis on the Military Service Draft
and the response of the local Mennonite community.
Quaker historian Philip Smith will provide a brief
introduction to Quaker faith and practice before
detailing the experiences of local Quaker men caught
up in the spectre of war.
Central Library | Meeting Room A
Saturday, October 25
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. /$5.00
Canadians and the Aerial Campaign
During the Great War
PhD candidate Jonathan Scotland will put Canada’s
Great War aviation history in a new light by telling
the story of the country’s contributions to the air war
at home and overseas. While Canadian “aces” such
as Billy Bishop have become household names, there
were others who worked as riggers, mechanics and
observers overseas. On the home front, Canada built
an extensive network of training camps that kickstarted
a nascent commercial aviation industry.
Central Library | Meeting Room A
Saturday, November 22
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. / $5.00
Johnny’s Gone for a Soldier – “The Life of a
Soldier Project”
Each year in Ontario, grade 10 history students
are required to trace the life and death of an actual
Canadian soldier in World War I. Last year, several
students from Bayview Secondary School used the
resources in the Mary-Lou Griffin Local History
Room to complete their projects. We are very
pleased that the following students will be giving
presentations on their particular soldiers: Cindy
Hong will profile James Goulding of Aurora; Lucy
Lan will profile Marshall Mapes of Richmond
Hill; Ming Li will profile Private Rolph Ogden
McConaghy of Richmond Hill; and Aileen Liang
will profile Percy Heise of Newmarket.
Central Library | Meeting Room A
Saturday, December 6
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. / $5.00
*Interested persons are asked to register at the
Central library’s Full Service Desk.

Please Consider Membership:

THE RICHMOND HILL HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Marshall Funeral Home has supported our newsletter for
20 years. We wish to acknowledge their faithful support.
Thank you.

Sad News...& Sympathy
Florence Schurman passed away in July. The
Richmond Hill Historical society offers their
sincere sympathy to Willem Schurman and his
family. It was always a treat to see her ever
present smile and share in her optimism at our
meetings and special events. Florence was
available to assist in anything the Society was
interested in. She was a strong advocate for
Richmond Hill history and heritage. Florence
will be missed by everyone.

Membership Application Form
Please Circle: New Member or Renewal
Please Circle: Individual ($25) or
Family ($40) per year
Name (s) : First: ____________________
Last :_____________________________
Address:__________________________
_________________________________
Phone # (s) : ______________________
E-mail : __________________________
Signature: ________________________
Date: ____________________________
Date Payment Received:
________________
Cash ____ or Cheque ____
Please fill in the membership form and
mail to: Membership, Richmond Hill
Historical Society, PO Box 61527, 9350
Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, ON L4C 0C9
or bring it with payment to a monthly
meeting.
We look forward to your support as a
Member.

A Note of Appreciation
I personally wish to thank everyone who
helped to make the Strawberry Social and
Doris Leno’s 100th Birthday celebration such
a wonderful success. As you know (those
who attended) I was unable to share the
evening’s festivities due to a family occasion.
Doris Leno had a wonderful time at her
100th birthday party and was overwhelmed
with the number of birthday cards she
received. All of you really made her special
birthday a wonderful festivity.

Andrea Kulesh

Outreach

Heritage Buildings Note Sets

It has been one of our goals to be able to
present evening programs to community
groups and retirement residences in our
community.
Executive Committee meetings have
previously been held at Delmanor Elgin Mills.
We wish to extend our appreciation and thank
Delmanor for hosting our executive
committee meetings for the last two years.
Delmanor is now under expansion and
construction will be undertaken for some
months to come. They have notified us that
they are unable to continue hosting our
executive meetings this year. We wish to
acknowledge their support and look forward
to returning their generosity, by way of
presenting programs in the future. We had a
very successful program earlier in the year
with Alison Hughes as the presenter for the
evening. We wish Delmanor good luck in their
endeavors and look forward to being part of
their outreach programming.
The Executive Committee

Support the society by purchasing
this lovely set of 4 cards depicting
Heritage Buildings in Richmond
Hill that the society has had
reprinted for fundraising.



4 card set for $5.00. Great for gifts!!
Sets are available at monthly
meetings.

Membership Fees for 2015
Please remember, membership fees can be
paid for 2015 as of October 2014. Please be
sure that your membership fees are up to
date for 2014 & 2015 with our membership
secretary Alison Hughes. Dues must be paid
for the current year in order to participate
in the voting process for the new executive
committee in January 2015. The current
rates are $25.00 per single and $40.00 for
family. The family membership includes: two
adults and two children. A membership form
is included in this edition of the newsletter
if you wish to send your fees by mail. To pay
in person, forms are also available at the
membership table at our monthly meetings.
We would like to thank our members for
their continuing support in making our
Society such a. success. We welcome new
members.

“The Prisoner’s
Boxes of the 1837
Upper Canada
Rebellion”
By
Darryl Withrow
Bible verses and psalm phrases. Poems
and odes to fellow rebels and inmates
who died, were meticulously etched onto
trinket-sized wood boxes by men being
held prisoner in the Toronto Jail
following the 1837 Upper Canada
Rebellion.Join Darryl Withrow, a
woodwright at the Pickering Museum
and a Toronto-based teacher, at The
Richmond Hill Historical Society
for an evening of revelation about little
known facts around the Rebellion of
1837 prisoner’s boxes. Small wooden
boxes that were made by men who were
held prisoners after the Rebellion of
1837 in Toronto. Darryl will be
exhibiting some of the boxes he has recreated and will show with great
enthusiasm the 3 original boxes he
discovered and now owns. This is
indeed an extraordinary side story to an
otherwise stormy part of our province,
then Upper Canada, eventually
becoming part of Canada.

Monday September 15, 2014

7:30 pm
Richmond Hill
Presbyterian Church,
Wallace Hall
10066 Yonge Street
Richmond Hill

