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Richmond Hill celebrates its 140th anniversary of 
incorporation as a town this year and we are 
incorporating the anniversary into our main fundraiser 
this year using the theme of:  
 

The silent auction will run from 1:00 - 3:15. 

Items will be cashed out from  

3:30 - 4:00.  

Sold Items must be taken from the auction.  

Tea and coffee will be served at the tables  

and desserts will be self serve.  

Historical Displays about Yonge street from 1873-

2013 will be on exhibit.  

Parking is at the rear of the building.   

Entertainment & Door Prizes  

  
This fundraiser will provide funds for operating 

expenses and the replacement of essential program 
equipment. Members who wish to volunteer to help can 

sign up at the March 18th meeting. There is set up, 
serving, overseeing the auction and take down. This 

will reduce the actual costs of the fundraising 
expenses. Tickets will be on sale at the March meeting. 
We thank everyone in advance for your co-operation. 

 
Loyal True Blue & Orange Home 

 
 

Greetings from the President  
Thank you to our members who attended our 
Annual General Meeting in January. We welcome 
Jocelyn Grise as a new director and Marj Andre 
changes position from Membership to Secretary. 
This is your new Executive Committee 2013:  
 
President:  Andrea Kulesh   
Vice President: Robert Blackburn 
Secretary:  Marj Andre 
Treasurer:  Laura McMullen 
Publicity:  Linda Clark 
Programming: Kevin Dark 
Director:  Jeanne Hughes 
Heritage Centre Advisory: Marilyn Hancey 
Heritage R'Hill Committee: Joyce Horner 
 
Once again, we would like to thank Nancy Price for  
calling  for the nominations and overseeing our 
electoral procedure. It is important for any 
community group to have members stepping up to be 
included in a voluntary role either as a director on 
the Executive Board or other ways of supporting the 
Society.  Refreshments, serving of coffee and tea, set 
up and take down of each monthly meeting, helping 
with new members to make them feel welcome and a 
host of other small bits and pieces. All of these roles 
help us to be a supportive community group to each 
other and to our community at large. Sometimes the 
thought of becoming part of the Executive can seem 
daunting but we would like to see new terms of 
office voted in, to attract members to become active 
in the running of the Society. The original directives 
from our Incorporation does not state clearly lengths 
of term someone can be part of the Executive. We 
are proposing, 2 years as Vice President, 2 years as 
President and 2 years as Past President. Think about 
where you fit in with your own unique set of skills 
and strengths for next’s executive committee. 
Nominations will be accepted at the end of 2013 in 
time for the AGM 2014. Thank you.   
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

March 18th - Driving the Devil into The Lake: 
Religion in the Upper Canadian Backwoods 
1790-1820. Dr. Scott McLaren BA, MLS, PhD of 
York University will enlighten and describe the early 
development of religions in Upper Canada 

 
 April 15th - The History of the Richmond Hill Lawn 

Bowling Club. Ron Charles, President of the 
RHLBC will speak about the development of the 
club, beginning in 1918.  . 

Everyone welcome....        

     



 . 
 We have amongst our members two people 

who have the honour of winning the search for 
the longest married couple in Ontario launched 
by the Worldwide Marriage Encounter. The 
search was facilitated by the Catholic Church in 
Ontario. Andrea Kulesh nominated Florence & 
Bill Schurman and they "won" having been 
married 71 years on December 10th, 2012. 
Between Ann and Dane MacCarthy, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Kim, the contacts for the search, a 
ceremony was organized for the Schurmans 
after Sunday services at the Richmond Hill 
United Church. They began by giving Florence 
and Bill the floor and they thanked everyone for 
being there. Jerome Kim made a short speech 
and presented the Schurmans with a beautiful 
bouquet of roses, a framed certificate for the 
occasion and also a gift certificate for dinner. 
The Schurmans cut the cake together and had 
many photos taken. Mayor Barrow was on hand 
to give Best Wishes. What a lovely occasion to 
celebrate. The Schurmans were married in the 
United church in 1941. The Richmond Hill 
Historical Society sends Happy Anniversary 
Wishes to Florence and Bill  and may they be 
blessed in years to come with good health and 
happiness as they continue their journey in life.  

 

MINISTRY OF CITIZENSHIP AND 
IMMIGRATION 

VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARDS 
 

       The Executive Committee is happy and pleased 
to announce the following members in 
recognition for their volunteerism, not only with 
our Society but in the community as well. 
Avonelle Monkman, Bert Hunt, Elva Hunt, 
Norman McMullen, Nancy Price and Kevin 
Dark. Each volunteer will receive an invitation to 
the ceremony at a later date where they will be 
presented with a certificate and  pin in 
recognition of their community service. We 
thank all of them for their dedication and 
commitment to our Society. By caring and 
contributing their time, volunteers help hold our 
communities together.  

 
 

 

 How Well Do you Know Richmond Hill?         
    By Fred Hearn 

 
Once again, it gives me great pleasure to submit 

these 5 questions to challenge and provide 
moments of fun for our members. Enjoy! 

 
1. Do you know the maiden name of our honoured 

Society member Avonelle Monkman? 
 
2. What is the name of the late father of our current 

Mayor Dave Barrow? What public building is 
named after him? And what was his nick name? 

 
3. What is the first name of the late wife of the late 

Reverend William Wallace of the Richmond Hill 
Presbyterian Church?  

 
4. Robert Blackburn our Vice President is a charter 

member of the "SBMB" Law firm. What are the 
surnames of the other three charter members of 
the law firm?  

 
5. The Town is celebrating a significant anniversary 

this year. How many years is it and what is it 
commemorating?                (Answers on Last Page)  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 

Condolences: to Art McCrimmon and Family 
 Art's father, Norman McCrimmon, passed away 

peacefully at MacKenzie Health on Sunday January 
6th, 2013. He was a proud veteran World War II. He 
served in the Royal Canadian Army, for the 48th 
Highlanders and later served in the Canadian Army 
Medical Corps. He moved to Richmond Hill in 1951. 

  
Get Well Wishes: to Kevin Dark  
 After surgery in early February. Best Wishes for a 

Speedy Recovery.  
 

AN IRISH BLESSING 
   FOR ST. PATRICK'S DAY 

May you be poor in misfortune, 
Rich in blessings, 

Slow to make enemies, 
And quick to make friends 

But rich or poor, quick or slow 
May you know happiness 
From this day forward . 

 
 
 



 

2013 membership dues 

 Please remember that the 2013 membership fees are due. 
The current rate is $15 for a single membership  and  $25 
for a family. We now stand at 127 members. We would 
like to thank our members for their continuing support in 
making our Society a success. A membership form is 
included in this newsletter if you wish to send it by mail. To 
pay in person, forms are available at the membership 
table at our monthly meeting. 

 

President   Andrea Kulesh 

Vice President   Robert Blackburn 

Secretary   Marj Andre 

Treasurer   Laura McMullen 

Membership   Jocelyn Grise 

Publicity   Linda Clark 

Programming   Kevin Dark 

R.H. Heritage Centre  Marilyn Hancey 

R.H.Heritage   Joyce Horner 

 

Social Convenor  Joan Lund 

Telephone Convenor  Elinor Mansbridge 

 
 
 

Designation and What it Means                         
Andrea Kulesh 

 

 There have been several instances in the last 
few months where we have heard of, or read 
of residents who own designated heritage 
properties, trying to reverse the designation in 
order to promote the sale of their historical 
property, erroneously believing that somehow 
the historical designation is holding buyers 
back from considering their properties. I am 
not an expert on these matters but I did sit on 
the Heritage Richmond Hill committee for 4 
years and heard both sides of proposed 
designations. In each case, certain criteria has 
to be met in order to designate in the first 
place. A historically significant property does 
not lose its significance by de-designating! It 
loses a measure of protection and the ability 
for the owners to maintain the building for 
future generations through grants offered by 
the different levels of government. When every 
criteria has been met, and a designation has 
been bestowed upon a heritage home or 
landscape, it is highlighted as something 
significant and important to the village, town, 

city, province, territory or all of Canada.  It is 
heartbreaking to hear of owners who  

 knowingly purchased historically significant 
buildings to request a "de-designation" in order 
to sell that property. Is doesn't seem ethical 
that due process has been served in order to 
give the building a form of preservation and 
safety to turn around and say "OOPS" it isn't 

historically significant after all. Below is the first 
page of the workbook written by the provincial 
government under the Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism to begin the process of preserving a 
building or landscape under this protection.  

 

Heritage Tool Kit: 
1 Introduction to Designation 
Our cultural heritage is what we value from 
the past, and what we want to preserve for 
future generations. 
Identifying and protecting places in our 
communities that have cultural heritage value 
is an important part of planning for the 
future, and of helping to guide change while 
keeping the buildings, structures and landscapes 
that give each of our communities 
its unique identity. 
Municipalities have a key role to play 
in conserving places that have cultural 
heritage value. The designation of individual 
properties under the Ontario Heritage Act 
is one tool that municipalities have used 
to protect thousands of heritage properties 
in hundreds of communities across Ontario. 
Heritage designation: 
 
• RECOGNIZES the importance of 
a property to the local community; 
 

• PROTECTS the property’s cultural 
heritage value; 
 
• ENCOURAGES good stewardship 
and conservation; and 
 
• PROMOTES knowledge and understanding 
about the property. 
 

From the Town's website:      www.richmondhill.ca 
Heritage Designation  
 Designated properties are subject to the 

protective measures set out in the Ontario 
Heritage Act. Accordingly, demolition or 
alterations which effect the reasons for 
designation require the approval of Town Council 
in consultation with HRH.  



 In addition to receiving special recognition 
through HRH’s plaquing  program, the 
designated properties are eligible for funding 
through the Richmond Hill Heritage Grant 
program for restoration,  or repair of heritage 
attributes of the building identified in the 
designation process.  

 

 Personally, if I was lucky enough to purchase a 
historical home I would be proud to be the 
steward of such a property. And so I should be. 
The process to protect these properties isn't 
simply there to do with what you want, when 
you feel like it. The designation highlights the 
importance of heritage and our proud history. 
However there seems to be a rumour floating 
about that it would be so much easier to sell a 
home that has no designation. People are 
jumping on the bandwagon without any thought 
of the ramifications of such irresponsible steps 
backwards. Note the last point in the kit: 
Promotes knowledge and understanding 
about the property. Apparently this is not the 
case. Knowledge, pride and understanding are 
key to the preservation of designation itself. 
Please write or email your ward councillor 
and/or the mayor to remind the municipality of 
its responsibility to safeguard the right to 
preserve significant heritage properties and 
their history in our community. Richmond Hill 
has a very rich heritage - something worth 
guarding with ethical and best practices for 
future generations.  

HERITAGE MATTERS ! 
 

Richmond Hill Heritage Centre

NEW! 

The Madhatter’s Tea Party 
Celebrate Silliness!! 

Tuesday, March 12 
Sittings: 12, 1:30 and 3 p.m.  

Cost $11 per personss! 
Please call the Heritage Centre at 905-780-3802 to 

reserve your tea today!       
19 Church St. North, Richmond Hill  

* 
Please Note: Reservations are recommended for all teas. 

 
 ￼ 

A Nod to the Past 
(A Glance back to 1975) 

 
The first annual meeting of the RHHS took place on 

Monday, February 17th, 1975 at 8:00 p.m. in the 
Richmond Hill Library. An executive was elected 

by the members present. 
  

 Business discussed, was the restoration of Burr 
House; incorporation of the Society; fund raising 
ideas for the restoration of Burr House and Show 
and Tell. The good news presented at the meeting 
was the Town had approved an advance of $1500.00 
on the Town grant and council had approved the full 
budget of $3000.00 subject to ratification of the final 
budget.   (Below is the Executive):  

 
President   Janet Fayle 
Vice President   John LeClaire 
Secretary   Dorothy Gummersal 
Treasurer   Brian Cowen 
Membership   Don Hick 
Program   Louise Case 
Publicity   Mary Dawson 
Communications  Malcolm Jardine 
Social    Alice Dewsbury 
 

 Membership had grown from 12 to 30. 

 Newsletter editors during the first year were 
Malcolm Jardine, Don Hick and Lorna Giles. 

 The restoration of Burr House continued 
during the year and many fund raising events 
were held. A quilt raffle and a dream auction 
were held. It was not all work and no play as a 
Cedar Shake Strawberry Social and a 
Christmas Social were held.  

 This was the beginning to the success of               
Historical Society Historical Society. Thanks to 
all the past members who had a great vision 
of what a Society could accomplish. 
Excerpt from Heritage on the Hill 2003 

It’s satisfying to see that we really do keep up 
with good work!!! 

 

Remembering Rose 

 It has been over a year now since our dear 
Rose Kessler passed away.  We have decided 
to go ahead and publish some of Rose’s 
nostalgic articles she wrote for Heritage on 
the Hill in the form of a booklet. Her daughter 



Rebecca has agreed to helping out by finding 
pictures to be included in the booklet. If you 
have any photos of Rose “about Town” in any of 
her volunteering roles or church functions, 
that  she included in her busy life, please 
contact  MarieThomson or Doug Barnard..  

 They have kindly volunteered to take on the 
task of putting this booklet together. We have 
managed to find all of the articles she wrote 
from 2003 to 2010. As a tribute to Rose, 
photos would complete the publication to a 
tea!! Please contact either Marie or Doug at 
doug.barnard@rogers.com 

 

The Queen Elizabeth II  

Diamond Jubilee Medal 
 A new commemorative medal was created to 

mark the 2012 celebrations of the 60
th             

anniversary of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s 

accession to the Throne as Queen of Canada. 

The Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal 

 is a tangible way for Canada to honour Her 

Majesty for her service to this country. At the 

same time, it serves to honour significant 

contributions and achievements by Canadians. 

 During the year of celebrations, 60 000 

deserving Canadians will be recognized. 

 The Chancellery of Honours, as part of the 

Office of the Secretary to the Governor General, 

administers the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond 

Jubilee Medal program. 

 

Eligibility criteria for Nomination 
To be eligible for this honour, a person must: 

 

 Be a Canadian citizen or a permanent resident 

of Canada, but need not necessarily reside in 

Canada;  

 Have made a significant contribution to a 

particular province, territory, region or 

community within Canada, or an achievement 

abroad that brings credit to Canada. www.gg.ca 

 

 We now have among our membership, two of these 

volunteers who have had the honour or receiving this 

special medal. Kevin Dark and Norman McMullen 

 You definitely have made significant contributions 

to this community over the years.  
Well done Kevin and Norman!! The Town of 

Richmond Hill is a better place with 

Volunteers like yourselves. Thank you for 

your service to the community. 

 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  

ARE IN ORDER.. 

 
Photo by Michael Hudson 

 

Congratulations to Kevin Dark 

and Norman McMullen on 

receiving the Queen Elizabeth II 

Diamond Jubilee 2013 Medal 

Award for Volunteering 

Seen above with the 

Honourable Lieutenant 

Governor of Ontario, David C. 

Onley. 

 

Heritage Buildings Note Sets 

A lovely set of 4 heritage buildings in 

Richmond Hill. 

4 card set for $5    Great for a gift ! 
We set these out at our meetings for sale. If you need some 

in between, let me know and we can get them to you…. 

Call Andrea Kulesh 905-884-2789   

  

 
 HERITAGE ON THE HILL is offering 

additional advertising space. The space is offered 
at $50 for 1/4 page, $100 for 1/2 page and 1/2 + 
page is $200 per year. Black & white only. The 
cost is based on 5 bi-monthly newsletter issues 
p.a. For additional information, please contact 

 Andrea Kulesh @ 905-884-2789 

mailto:doug.barnard@rogers.com
http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=canadian+maple+leaf+image&start=144&hl=en&biw=1360&bih=631&tbm=isch&tbnid=euXj0IKIQKRaGM:&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_16383768_flag-of-britain-shaped-like-canada-s-maple-leaf-symbolizing-the-friendship-between-the-two-coutries.html&docid=3F7f6FPpH39OIM&imgurl=http://us.123rf.com/400wm/400/400/bruno1998/bruno19981211/bruno1998121100042/16383768-flag-of-britain-shaped-like-canada-s-maple-leaf-symbolizing-the-friendship-between-the-two-coutries.jpg&w=400&h=400&ei=8wQsUaazOqPC0QGF-YC4Bw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,i:205&iact=rc&dur=873&sig=118269344292728374947&page=7&tbnh=174&tbnw=160&ndsp=28&tx=101&ty=85


A Brief History of the Town  
The Town of Richmond Hill 
started out as a small settlement 
located partially in the Township 
of Vaughan and partially in the 
Township of Markham. The 
Town's development was closely 
linked with the development of 
Yonge Street, which was planned 
primarily as a military road by 
John Graves Simcoe, the first 
Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Province of Upper Canada.  
 
The Town was officially 
incorporated on June 18, 1872 as 
a village and the first council 
meeting was held on January 1, 
1873 under the leadership of 
Abraham Law as Reeve. 
Richmond Hill developed because 
of its proximity to Toronto, as 
farmers came into town on their 
way to Toronto markets and 
people travelled up and down 
Yonge Street to and from 
communities further north.  
 
Early in the twentieth century, 
several large greenhouse 
operations were built in 
Richmond Hill, while rose 
growing turned the Town into the 
"rose capital" of Canada. In the 
1920's, village council adopted 
the motto of the Duke of 
Richmond, for whom the Town 
may have been named. A local 
artist and carriage painter, 
William Ashford Wright, created 
a town crest that included 
elements of the Duke of 
Richmond's coat of arms and 
roses.  
 
Data from the recent census 
conducted by Statistics Canada 
indicated that Richmond Hill 
continues to be one of Canada's 
fastest growing municipalities. It 
is estimated that by the year 
2021, the Town's population will 
reach 200,000.  
 
Over the years, Richmond Hill has 
remained a distinctive 
community, one of change yet 
with strong historical roots. Even 

during this time of most 
extensive growth to-date, 
Richmond Hill has remained a 
community with a friendly, down-
to-earth flavour. That is why the 
Town's un-official motto is "A 
little north, a little nicer." 

 

 

     What famous Canadian author 
who  lived in Richmond Hill and 
attended Richmond Hill H.S. 

made the following quote ? 

“You never know when 

the devil might come 

calling.”      See last page... 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

￼ RICHMOND HILL 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Membership Application 

Form 

Please Circle  :    New Member     or    

 

     Renewal   

 

Please Circle:      Individual($15)  or   

 

      Family  ($25) 

 

Names (s) : First ________________   

 

       Last ________________ 

 

Phone # (s) : ___________________   

       ____________________

  

E- mail ________________________ 

 

Signature: _____________________   

 

Date: _________________________ 

 

Date Payment Received: 

__________________  

 

Cash   ____         or       Cheque

 ____ 

 

Please fill in the membership form 

and mail to: Membership, 

Richmond Hill Historical Society, 

PO Box 61527, 9350 Yonge Street, 

Richmond Hill, ON L4C 0C9 or 

bring it along in person with cash or 

cheque to one of our monthly 

meetings. We look forward to your  

support as a member. 

 

 
Yonge Street History 

Boarding Metropolitan Car 
56 at the Richmond Hill 

station, Yonge Street and 
Lorne Avenue.! 

 

 

 

http://edrh.rhpl.richmondhill.on.ca/figures.asp?ID=f10-3


**Please remember if you  
would like to submit an article, 
small paragraph or photo that 
we can include in the 
May/June issue of Heritage 
on the Hill, please contact 
Andrea Kulesh. We are 
always glad to include any 
items that are contributed but 
remember to send articles in 
plenty of time to be included in 
the next issue. Since we can 
now include photos sent via 
email try and dig up some 
photos from years past and 
any special memories you 
would like to share. Tel # 905-
884-2789,  

 r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca    
 

 “You never know when the 
Devil might come calling” is a 
Farley Mowat quote.     Going 
through some of the RHHS 
files I came across a very 
interesting letter from Mr. 
Mowat dated April 29, 1997. I 
am not sure if he was replying 
to someone specific or the high 
school in Richmond Hill but he 
gives some memories of his 
school days.  

 
April 29th, 1997 
 
My memories of school are mostly 

lousy ones. Although I will 
probably incur the wrath of the 
academic establishments for 

saying so, school was not the 
favourite place in my young life. 
However, there was an 
exception and that was the 
three years that I spent at 
Richmond Hill High School just 
before, and at the beginning of 
World War II.  

In those days the school was run on 
properly democratic lines. All 
the teachers, from the principal 
down, seemed to have the 
misapprehension that students 
were human beings capable of 
making rational decisions and 
behaving in a moderately 
rational style. As a result, the 
school gave us the kind of 
freedom and opportunity for 
development that has become 
almost impossible to find 
anywhere in the current 
educational system.  

I don’t want to go into details about 
some of the things we did in 
Richmond Hill High School but 
I can assure you that the whole 
course of my life was directed 
thereby. Unquestionably, Edna 
Izzard did more to persuade me 
that my career should be as a 
writer rather than as a scientist 
than anybody else. In doing so, 
she recognized the fact that, as 
a scientist, I would have been 
one of the world’s disasters. 
How I have done as a writer is 
anybody’s guess.  

So, God bless all of you who have 
the luck to pass through this 
fine old building, redolent as it 
is with memories of vitality, 

enthusiasm, idealism, and 
optimism.    Farley Mowat.   

 

 
Farley McGill Mowat 

b. May 12,1921 
 

His works have been translated 
into 52 languages and he 
has sold more than 17 
million books.  

(from: Farley Mowat’s Facebook 
Page) 

 
I think Edna Izzard was 

right!! 
 
 Answers: How Well do You know 

Richmond Hill?1. Knight 2. Elgin 
Barrow, Elgin Barrow Arena, Tubby 
3.Claudine  4.Stong, Machon & Bohm  
5. 140

th
 Anniversary of the 

Incorporation of the Town of Richmond 
Hill. 

 
 

 

mailto:r.hillhistsoc@hotmail.ca


Farewell to Jim and Avonelle Monkman 

 

The Richmond Hill Historical Society would like to thank Avonelle and Jim Monkman for everything they 
have done over the many years of being involved with our Society.   

Best Wishes for the future in your new home. We shall all miss you….. 
 
  

                    

 
 
 
 
 

                                          

 
 
 
 



 


