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We will be starting off the New Year with our Annual General Meeting. Reports will be presented and 
reviewed on the different aspects of the year’s events and outcomes from 2012. 

 
Members have the opportunity to nominate new Executive Members and to vote in the new Executive 
Committee for the next year.  Members are asked to contact the current President or Secretary with 

nominations prior to the meeting. 

Please get involved in the annual process of forming the Executive Committee.  This Committee is 
responsible for all of the committees and subcommittees that run our Society.  Members must be have 
paid their membership fee for the year of 2013 to vote.  Please see membership details on the home 

page of our web site:  (www.rhhs.ca). 
 

This is also the one time of the year where everyone is given the opportunity to talk about a beloved 
keepsake, heirloom or a mystery item!  So bring out those interesting objects and brag about them!  

 

Following the meeting, refreshments will be served, 

providing a time of fellowship for members and guests. 

Everyone is welcome.  

Notice 

The Annual Meeting 
of  the 

Richmond Hill Historical Society 
will be held on 

Monday, January 21, 2013 
at 7:30 p.m. 

in the William Wallace Hall 
of  the  

Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church 
10066 Yonge St. 
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Richmond Hill Central Library Presents 

 
Women in 19th Century Ontario 

Cameron Knight 

 
When Markham farmer John Eyer wrote up his will in 1835, part of his legacy to Regina, his wife of forty years,  was “the 
use of all of the cooking utensils about the house, belonging to me.”  The use of these utensils does not imply ownership 
and in fact, she is to use them “as long as she lives”, which does suggest that someone else will decide where such prop-
erty would go upon her death.  Regina had travelled some 400 miles from Pennsylvania with her husband and three of 
their children to settle in the virtual wilderness of Markham Township in 1803.  The journey was an arduous one and 
sometimes the family travelled just four miles a day.  Eventually she and John would have nine children while suffering 
the usual privations of pioneer life.  By all accounts Regina was a good wife, living a life that was expected of her, fulfilling 
a role that was predictable, but what of other women, the ones who came up against the criminal justice system, the ones 
who lived their lives according to their passions, the ones who suffered marital breakdown?  This four part series will 
touch upon all of these themes in an attempt to gain some understanding of a woman’s lot in 19th Century Ontario 
 
All talks will be from 10:30am to 11:30am at the Richmond Hill Central Library, Meeting Room A. 
Admission is $5.00 per talk.  Pre-register at the Central Library’s Full Service Desk. 
 
 
Ma Owned the Farm:  Women as Landowners in Ontario 
 
In Upper Canada and early Ontario, most land was held by men and the law limited the rights of women to own property.   
Author and genealogist, Jane MacNamara, will show how many women did in fact own property and had rights to their 
husband’s and parent’s properties.  The session will give a general overview of land records and deal more specifically 
with the transactions, documents and terms most likely to relate to women.  Such resources as Upper Canada Land Peti-

tions, Township Papers, Heir and Devisee Commissions and Court of Chancery Records will be covered. 

Saturday, February 16, 2013 
 
Women in the Upper Canadian Criminal Justice System 
 
While women were not legal persons in Upper Canada, they could still be tried and convicted of a wide range of criminal 
offences, give evidence, testify during trials and could be victimized by crime.  Author and researcher, Janice Nickerson, 
will use a series of case studies to tell the stories of Upper Canadian women whose lives intersected with the justice sys-
tem.  Along the way, we will learn about the early history of justice in Ontario and the records generated by the justice 

system. 

Saturday, March 30, 2013 
 
Treason, Bigamy and Adultery in Riverdale 
 
In the early 19th century, the Brown family owned a plot of land that stretched from the Danforth down to Lake Ontario.  
Beside them lived the Kuck family.  The Browns had two children, Catherine and Matthias.  By 1811 Catherine was mar-
ried to two men at the same time and bore children from both relationships.  In 1815 Matthias was convicted of treason for 
having fought with the Americans at Lundy’s Lane.  He had been discovered hiding in the Kuck house where he had been 
secreted by his lover, Mary Kuck, who had recently become widowed.  Genealogist and reference librarian, Guylaine 

Petrin, will attempt to untangle these events through documented evidence, rumor and speculation.  

Saturday, April 27, 2013 
 
Poor Nancy Malone 
 
When Nancy Malone and her husband, Peter, emigrated from Ireland in 1850 and settled in Markham Village, the future 
looked promising for the young couple.  The Village was a thriving industrial centre and Peter, an “iron moulder”, soon 
found work in Mather’s Foundry.  By 1871 the Malones had six children but by 1881 they were living apart, Nancy living 
alone and working as a washer woman and Peter co-habiting with 21 year old Annie Hagen, a dressmaker.  The six chil-
dren, unaccountably are not living with either parent.  Join Local History Librarian, Cameron Knight as he attempts to 

solve the puzzle of the family’s disintegration.  

Saturday, May 25, 2013 
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President’s Jottings 
From the desk of Andrea Kulesh 

It is the dawn of a new year – 2013!  
As my Presidency continues, let’s all 
look forward to continued success in 
our ongoing projects and new local 

initiatives. 

As our Town grows, it is important to 
maintain our mission.  The objec-
tives of the RHHS are:  to preserve 
in our present community an aware-
ness of the culture of our forefathers; 
to hold monthly meetings for the 
presentation and discussion of his-
torical information relating to the 
Richmond Hill area; to promote ex-
isting historical publications; publish 
books, articles, and newsletters, etc. 

to promote the awareness of local 
sites, deeds and peoples of interest; 
and to cooperate with other historical 

societies and related organizations. 

We had a very successful year in 
2012.  We reached out to the com-
munity in many ways.  We placed a 
park bench at Mill Pond in memory 
of Earle Cook.  Anyone who enjoys a 
walk at the pond can sit, enjoy their 

surroundings and reflect. 

This is traditionally a time when we 
make resolutions.  Perhaps making 
a promise to ourselves to walk every 
evening after dinner to help with all 
the added calories we “may” have 

absorbed over the holidays.  Per-
haps making a promise to ourselves 
to save more money each month to 
have a little more of a nest egg when 
we really need it.  Or maybe to finally 
do the things we promised ourselves 
l a s t  y e a r  t h a t  w e r e  n o t 
“accomplished”.  The New Year is 

open for improvement. 

Thank you to our generous members 
for your donations to the Richmond 
Hill Food Bank made at our Christ-
mas party. Once again, the Society 
is able to join in with efforts that truly 
have an impact on lives of people in 
our community. 

The November Remembrance win-
dow was well received at the Central 
Library.  Catherine Charles, who co-
ordinates the window exhibits from 
the various community groups, said 
there were many comments on the 

display. 

It featured Jim Monkman’s uncle.  
Wellington Monkman was a brave 
man from Richmond Hill, who fought 
in the Battle of Vimy Ridge.  His 
name appears on our cenotaph.  He 
not only served our country but also 
made the ultimate sacrifice of giving 
his life for Canada.  This year marked 
the 95th anniversary of the Battle of 
Vimy Ridge.  Looking at the hand-
some photograph taken of him in uni-
form before he was sent to Europe, 
you cannot believe that such a young 
man would have to be involved in 
such a horrible and bloody war.  His 
diaries and letters speak of a young 
man who was far from home and 
homesick.  He had a great love for his 
family but also a great patriotic love 

for his country. 

None of us will ever know what it was 
like to be in the Great War - the never

-ending years of stalemate battles, 
countries almost destroyed, and mil-
lions of men and women and children 
who were caught in the cross fires of 
a war they never asked for.  It was a 
war that brought the entire world un-

der its influence.  It is long ago now, 
95 years ago.  The Town of Rich-
mond Hill built the cenotaph to re-
member those who have gone before 
us, those who were taken from their 
families in a way no one could have 
ever imagined.  It is our solemn duty 

to keep their memories alive. 

We shall never forget. 

Remembrance Month Window Display 

At Richmond Hill Central Library 



                                                             Heritage on the Hill             January / February 2013    Page 4 

Many, Many Thanks, 
Avonelle! 

Our Special thanks to Avonelle Monkman.  No one will 
ever be able to match the years she has so willingly and 
cheerfully given to our Society.  She is a truly loyal volun-
teer.  Ted Barris made special mention of Avonelle at our 
November meeting, when he heard our announcement 
that she was stepping down from being our Secretary at 

the end of 2012, after 26 years of service. 

Volunteers like Avonelle are few and far between.  She 
has been an integral part of our society, always making 
sure things were done.  These “things” included: receiving 
and sending correspondence, making endless phone calls 
and making various arrangements for the President.  She 
also wrote and edited the newsletter, Heritage on the Hill, 
for twenty years with her husband, Jim.  She took in 
money for donations, memberships, Christmas dinners, 
etc. and passed on  those funds to the Treasurer.  She 
arranged for our meetings, both executive and monthly.  

She bought items for different events, arranged advertising 
and newspaper articles.  She made connections for other 
members of the executive, arranged for speakers, kept the 

Society archives and stored equipment for meetings. 

There is no way to list all the smaller tasks she did, but 
when you have a volunteer like Avonelle, you have to real-
ize that you are just not aware of the many details that she 
kept afloat - all in the name of running our Society 
smoothly and competently.  We shall always be grateful 
for her decades of dedication, commitment and help to 
others.  It is our hope that she will be able to enjoy “putting 
her feet up” and letting others attempt to carry on her good 

work. 

Your professional and competent manner will stand us in 

good stead as we move on into the future. 

Avonelle, you deserve our thanks for a job well done!  

To any Society Members storing 

articles for the Society 

The Executive Committee would like 
to make a list of any articles collected 
by members for safekeeping on be-
half of the Society.  We want to deter-
mine what those items are and where 
they are being stored.  It is our goal 
for 2013 to compile an inventory of all 
of these artifacts, have official letters 
of donation signed, and then decide 
what we do with these items.  We 
would like to see some of the artifacts 
added to the Town of Richmond Hill’s 
collection as before.  If articles are not 
accepted by the Town, they will then 

be assessed to determine the best 
placement.  We would like to encour-
age everyone to direct their lovingly-
collected treasures to the Town’s col-
lection.  The Executive Committee 
can longer take the responsibility for 
the care or storage of any items that 
have not been legally accepted by the 
Society.  We intend to streamline the 
process of offering artifacts directly to 
the correct institutions to ensure that 
all of these artifacts are carefully 
stored and looked after in a profes-
sional manner.  For those items not 
accepted by museums, there are 
other means by which these artifacts 
can be used in a meaningful way for 

educational purposes or fundraising.  
Please fill in the form below with rele-
vant details of what you are currently 
storing in your home.  If necessary, 
make copies of the form for each 
item.  Please bring the form(s) to the 
next monthly meeting or mail to my-
self:  Andrea Kulesh, 55 Dunbarton 
Court, Richmond Hill, ON L4C 8G2, 
or you can scan the form(s) and send 
by email to the address on the front 
page of this newsletter.  This is a very 
large undertaking and each and every 
item will have to be documented and 
properly assessed.  Thank you in ad-
vance for your co-operation. 

Inventory List 

Name:_________________________________________________________     Phone Number: ____________________________________________ 

Item in your care: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who donated item: ________________________________________________   When it was donated: _____________________________ 

Description of item: 

Request for Inventory 
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Upcoming Events 

How Well Do you Know 
Richmond Hill? 

Fred Hearn 

I hope this finds all the members of our Society well and that you 
have all recovered from the obligatory over indulgences of the Fes-

tive Season. 

Are you ready for another challenge?  These questions are all 
based on the three people who represent the residents of Rich-
mond Hill on the three forms of government in the town and riding 

of Richmond Hill. 

Good luck and I hope you have some fun in attempting to answer 

these questions. 

 

 

Happy New Year and good health and happiness to all! 

(Answers on page 6) 

1. Who is the MP for the federal riding of Richmond Hill? 
2. To which political party does our MP belong? 
3. Who is the MPP for the provincial riding of Richmond Hill? 
4. To which political party does our MPP belong? 
5. Who is the current mayor of Richmond Hill? 

Membership Fees 

Please remember that the 2013 membership 
fees are now due.  The current rate is $15 for a 
single person and $25 for a family.  We are 
happy to report that this year we were able to 
collect past due fees and are up-to-date for our 
membership list for 2012.  We now stand at 127 
members.  Our number of members has re-
mained steady where other Ontario societies 
have not been able to sustain their memberships 
and have had to dissolve their groups.  We would 
like to thank our members for their continuing 
support in making our Society a success. 

February Meeting 

“1813, The Second Year of the War of 1812”  

Our own members, Greg Hunter and Dinah Cruse-Hunter, will pre-
sent the second of their three part annual series (2012 - 2014) on 
February 18th.  They will explain the ongoing historical and political 
events that linked the battles, the allies and the determination of the 
two sides in this all-important war for Canada.  They will  introduce 
us to the significant events continuing into the second year of the 
war.  There will be an accompanying PowerPoint presentation and 
Greg and Dinah will be in period costume.  Having the war broken 
down year by year will help us to understand how this part of our 
Canadian history helped to shape our country. 
 

March Meeting 

"Driving the Devil into the Lake: Religion in the Upper Canadian 

Backwoods, 1790-1820".  

On March 18th, cultural historian Dr. Scott McLaren of York Univer-
sity, will describe the early development of religions in Upper Can-
ada.  He is “currently working on a monograph that considers the 
role books and periodicals played as religious status objects in the 
formation of North American religious identity throughout the first 
half of the nineteenth century”. (http://www.yorku.ca/scottm/) 
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STONG

BLACKBURN

MACHON  BOHM

A COMPLETE LINE OF LEGAL SERVICES

 Injuries from Accidents  Business Law

 Criminal Law  Wills and Estates

 Divorce and Family Law  Insurance and Claims

 Real Estate  Civil Litigation

10800 YONGE STREET

RICHMOND HILL, ONTARIO  L4C 3E4

TEL: (905) 884-9242 OR 773-5921

FAX: (905) 884-5445

E-MAIL: MAIL@SMBLAW.COM

SERVING YOUR COMMUNITIES LEGAL NEEDS SINCE 1975

Pictures from Our Christmas Party 

December 2012 
Pictures by Marj Andre 

Paul Dillman won a marvellous tie in the 
Christmas Bingo. Mary Fleming played for our popular 

Christmas sing-along. 

Sally and Chuck McLelland entertained us 
with their witty songs. 

Santa (aka Bert Hunt) made a pre-
Christmas  visit to “call” the Christmas 
Bingo game. 

Flo and Bill Schurman celebrated 
their 71st wedding anniversary! 

Answers to quiz on page 5. 

1.  Costas Menegakis, MP    2.  The 

Conservative Party of Canada    3.  Reza 

Moridi, MPP    4.  The Liberal Party of 

Canada    5.  Mayor Dave Barrow 


