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President’s Jottings
From the desk of Andrea Kulesh

Favourite Winter Recollections
The cold weather has arrived and
we now start to get used to the idea
of taking it a little easier and
spending more time inside, as the
wintery days surround our homes.
My family had a lovely stone
fireplace in our living room at our
home on Roosevelt Drive. My Dad
would light the fire for us when we
came home from tobogganing. He
used to take us to the "big hill" at the
Thornhill golf course. We would
drive in off Centre Street and gain
access to the hill from there.
My father was always inventing
things. Unfortunately it did get him
to a lot of trouble because he often
used objects he "found" in the house
without getting permission from my
Mom. One winter he developed a
sled that had wooden skis (my
sister's) on the bottom. There was a
separate steering section, about a
quarter of the full length, that you

Upcoming Events
November Meeting
We are very pleased to have a return
visit from Ted Barris. On November
19th he will be speaking about his
book, “Breaking the Silence:
Veterans‟ Untold Stories from the
Great War to Afghanistan”.

could actually steer by the pull of a
rope. That part had the tips of the
skis attached and the back part had
the flat length of the skis
underneath.

the thrill of speeding down the hill
and reaching our destination. It was
probably very dangerous by today's
parents' standards, but none of us
ever got really hurt.

Our whole mission was to see if we
could make it into the creek at the
bottom of the big hill and break
through the ice or shoot across it. A
couple of times the front section,
with the pointed part of the skis,
stuck right into the ice and stood on
end and flipped over with all of us
thrown all which ways, laughing with

My Mother was not aware of any of
these hair-raising escapades and
we were wise enough not to tell her.
After all, my Dad was right in the
middle of all the trouble making, so
we were all sworn to secrecy for
everyone's sakes. We would arrive
home with our faces freezing from
the sledding and happy to shed our
wet snowsuits, boots and socks.
We would make hot chocolate and
sit in front of the fire while our faces
unfroze and the heat would sting our
faces as they warmed up.
That was about 50 years ago now
and the memory of sledding down
the hill at the golf course on that
homemade toboggan is one of my
favourite winter recollections.

http://www.arthursclipart.org/kids/kidsbw/page_04.htm

„“Never talked about it.”
That‟s what most people say when
they‟re asked if the veteran in the
f a mi l y e v e r s h a r e d wa r t i me
experiences. Describing combat,
imprisonment or lost comrades from
the World Wars, the Korea War, or
even Afghanistan is reserved for
Remembrance Day or the Legion
lounge. Nobody was ever supposed

to see them get emotional, show their
vulnerability. Nobody was ever to
know the hell of their war.‟ (http://
tedbarris.com/category/books/)
Mr. Barris will tell us about his
research into the effects of post
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) on
Canadians returning from operations.
Copies of his book will be available
for purchase.
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As Worthless as
Yesterday’s Newspaper?
The other day as I was carrying a
bundle of newspapers to the recycling bin, the many uses we once had
for them sprang to mind.

newspaper made excellent fly swatters and when no longer needed
could be unrolled and used for other
purposes.

When I was a girl, Mother taught me
to make some of my own clothes and
old newspaper was often used to cut
out dress patterns. Every day part of
an old newspaper was soaked in water and used to clean the black soot
from the inside of our coal oil lamps
and lantern globes. When doing this
job, you had to be careful not to
break them as the lamp globes were
all very fragile and some were nicely
decorated to match the base of the
lamp and could not be replaced.
When it was time to do the spring and
fall house cleaning, wet newspapers
were excellent for cleaning windows.

Occasionally ornaments or dishes
had to be shipped away as gifts and
crushed up newspapers were used to
pack them to prevent breakage.

In warm weather fires in the stoves,
that heated the house and cooked
our food, were not kept burning all
night and had to be relit in the morning. A rolled up newspaper page lit
with a match made an excellent flare
for lighting the kindling in the stoves.
On the farm there were always lots of
flies around and it was impossible to
keep them from getting into the
house. Several pages of a rolled up
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Burr House
Spinners andWeavers
Meeting
Andrea Kulesh

Rose Kessler

There were many uses for old newspapers in the winter. Pages were
often placed against windowpanes to
keep the frost away from plants.
When travelling in the cutter to attend
church or to go to town to shop,
bricks which had been heated in the
oven were wrapped in newspapers
and put on the floor of the cutter to
keep your feet warm. Sometimes
when working outside, Dad would
shape some pages of newspaper into
insoles for his boots to help keep his
feet from freezing. When it was too
cold for Dad or the hired man to leave
their dirty work boots on the porch
outside the kitchen door, a newspaper was put on the floor just inside
the door so their boots could be inside and be warm to put on again.
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And finally all newspapers not used
for other purposes were carried to the
outhouse. Some were used as wallpaper pasted to the walls to keep out
the drafts. I don‟t know why but we
always seemed to have market reports plainly visible to read. Those
left over were carefully torn into the
appropriate size and used for a basic
necessary purpose.
(This

article is reprinted from the November/
December 2008 edition of Heritage on the Hill.)

We are Thinking of You,
Kevin
Kevin Dark is undergoing a series of
medical treatments in Newmarket.
We want to wish him all the best.
We know that Norman and Kevin‟s
family will be there to support him
all the way.

A few of our members, including myself, attended the Spinners and
Weavers monthly meeting in September. They meet at the Guild Hall on
Carville Road beside Burr House.
Their Guild has about 30 members.
Their executive have changed the day
of their monthly meeting to give members of our Society an opportunity to
go their meetings and vice versa.
We were surrounded with their looms
and other equipment that their spinning and weaving skills require. We
were treated to a Show & Tell in
which the members highlighted some
of their latest accomplishments. Each
of the members introduced herself
and then described the items they had
brought. Such a variety of beautiful
handmade examples from wool and
flax (linen)! Two of the members
gave a small presentation covering a
program they had attended explaining
the process of weaving an Ikat design.
The Guild meets on the third Wednesday of each month, from September
to June, at the Guild Hall, at 7:30 PM.
Guests are always welcome.
The Guild Hall is located at 530 Carrville Road, Richmond Hill, ON L4C
6E6
Tel:(905) 884-0327
burrhousew.blogspot.ca.

Audrey Smith Koning, a long-time resident of Richmond Hill and a long time
member of the RHHS, passed away peacefully at the age of 92, in Oshawa
on September 15, 2012. She was born in Richmond Hill, graduated from
Richmond Hill High School in 1939, and married and raised her family in the
Richmond Hill area. Audrey was the youngest daughter of the late Master
Watchmaker Jerry Smith and his wife, Effie. His store was south of the present Seniors Centre, ( formerly McConaghy Public School) and as the pupils
went to school they could see him sitting at his bench working on his watches.
She co-authored and published Jerry Smith - Richmond Hills' Master Watch
Maker, a Man and His Time in 1998 contributing to the chronicling of Richmond Hill's rich past. Our sympathy is extended to her family and friends. A
private funeral was held at Marshall Funeral Home.
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Remembrance Day 2012
Cameron Knight

I have received an inquiry from a gentleman in Yorkshire,
England who believes he is related to the Rev. James E.
Smith. Rev. Smith published a number of books through
“Driftwood Mill Studio” (Richmond Hill, Ontario) in the early
1980‟s. The titles were as follows:
Boilermakers and Steam Locomotives, 1980
Do Not waken Sleeping Dogs, 1983
The Long Way Home, 1984
It appears he may have published a fourth book, I Wish I
Were a Fish, 1972, Richmond Hill, Ontario: Yorkville Area
Community Services Organization (38 pages).
I found this man living at 43 Beaverton Road South in
Richmond Hill from 1970 to 2001. The “Rev James E
Smith” changed to “James E. Smith” in 1993 but at the
same address. Now I have hit the brick wall and am hoping someone who takes Heritage on the Hill will know of
this gentleman or his descendants. I would think that a
man of the cloth living so long at the same address would
be easy to locate or at least his children. Thank you.
Cameron R. Knight
Local History Librarian
Richmond Hill Public Library
Tel: (905) 884-9288 ext. 320
Fax: (905) 884-6544
E-mail: cknight@rhpl.ca

Christmas Party
December 10th, 2012 - 6:30PM
Our Christmas dinner party will be on December 10th,
2012. Tickets will be available at our November Meeting.
3 Gs will be catering our dinner and will repeat the menu
from last year. There will be turkey, ham, mashed potatoes and pie for dessert. The Society will provide coffee
and tea. The festivities will be a week earlier than usual
on December 10th, and will begin an hour earlier at 6:30
p.m.
The price is $20.00 per person. There will be entertainment and lots of prizes. We hope to see everyone there!!

Andres Kulesh

November is a month of reflection of how lucky we are
here in Canada in 2012. Because of the many who have
given their lives, fought for us and defended right over
wrong, we live in a wonderful country where our freedoms
are often taken for granted. It is easy to complain about
the state of life, but we have so much to be thankful for.
This November marks the 95th anniversary of the Battle
of Vimy. Many historians say that this battle in the Great
War put Canada on the world map as a country to be
reckoned with - where Canada showed its true strength of
character. The Prime Minister, Sir Robert Borden, led the
country during the First World War and successfully promoted Canadian interests during the treaty negotiations
that followed it. In the realm of international affairs, Prime
Minister Borden enhanced Canada's diplomatic reputation
and status as a sovereign nation. The battle was the first
occasion when all four divisions of the Canadian Expeditionary Force participated in a battle together and thus
became a Canadian nationalistic symbol of achievement
and sacrifice.
Our cenotaph is dedicated to six men for their sacrifice in
World War One. One of the soldiers named, Wellington
Monkman, gave his life at the Battle of Vimy. When his
mother received the news of his death, she was inconsolable and was sent to relatives in Manitoba to recover. Her
heartbreak is symbolized in one of the statues at the Vimy
Memorial in France where a woman cloaked and hooded
represents Canada as a young nation sacrificing many of
its youth. Facing eastward toward the new day, her eyes
are cast down and her chin is resting on her hand. Below
her is a tomb, draped in laurel branches and bearing a
helmet. This saddened figure represents Canada - a
young nation mourning her fallen sons.
We share in that sorrow for all the sons and daughters
who have so selflessly given themselves to keep us free
and to enable us to have lives without conflict. Please
give pause on November, 11th, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. The
silence around the world will be filled with memories of all
the brave souls who have gone before us in all of the
world's conflicts and who deserve our Respect and Remembrance.

Thank-you, Delmanor
The RHHS Executive Board has been meeting at Delmanor Retirement Residence for the monthly meetings.
Delmanor kindly offered to host these meetings. We are
treated to a private meeting room and served lovely refreshments. We wish to thank Delmanor for supporting
our Society once again. In the past Delmanor has been
very generous in assisting us with donations to various
fundraising initiatives we have had. Delmanor continues
in maintaining a great sense of community spirit.

http://www.yrp.ca/cenotaphs.aspx#Richmond%20Hill
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Who Knew We had So Many
Nonagenarians?
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Grand Opening of
Richview Manor
Hundreds of people flocked to Richview Manor on September 15th
to mark the Official Grand Opening of the local retirement home.
Among the people in attendance were Members of Councils, the
ownership group, management, staff, residents, and their families.
With cocktails and hors d‟oeuvres in hand, many took advantage of
a tour of the facility, getting the chance to become better acquainted
with Richview Manor and all of the amenities available at their
10500 Dufferin St. location in Maple. The formal portion of the afternoon ended when the white ribbon was drawn and cut to officially
mark the opening.

Doris Leno and Alice Dewsbury, Founding Members of our Society, and Andrea Kulesh, our president (Photo by Marj Andre

A surprise birthday cake appeared at the end of our September meeting to help celebrate all the members who
turned the wonderful age of 90-plus this year. Doris Leno
celebrated her 98th birthday in September and so we
called upon her to cut the cake in honour of our most senior members. Her friend Alice Dewsbury, celebrated her
95th in June. Also Marion French, Grace Bly and Phyllis
Sayers turned 90 this year. We have many other members who have achieved their 90's and we wish to extend
our congratulations to all of you and wish you many happy
returns!

A Christmas Treat
When I was a child Father Christmas
would always put an orange at the toe of
my Christmas stocking. And, in turn, I
did the same for my sons. This tradition
goes back to the 4th century when Saint
Nicholas left gold coins in the stockings
of three young women whose family
could not afford respectable dowries for
them.
Until very recently, oranges were an expensive, seasonal treat. It was indeed
something special to find an orange in
your Christmas stocking. Imagine the
delight of biting into a golden, sweet,
juicy orange in the middle of dreary winter. Since oranges were a luxury, nothing was wasted, not even the skin. Candied orange peel was very popular. I
have put a copy of the recipe that I used
to use at Black Creek Pioneer Village on
page 5. (See “Candied Orange Peel”)

President and CEO of Universal Care, Joseph Gulizia; Chariman of the
Board, Sam Ciccolini; Jim DeGasperis, partner; Magdalena DiMaria;
Vaughan Mayor, Maurzio Bevilcqua; Vaughan Councillor, Sandra Racco;
The Honourable Julian Fantino; Aurora Mayor, Geoffrey Dawe; as well as
other board members.
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How Well Do you Know
Richmond Hill?
Fred Hearn

It is time again for the members of our Society to re-introduce themselves to their Thinking Caps! Again, I hope that answering these
questions will be an enjoyable challenge and source of fun. Good
luck to you all. Best wishes for the holiday season and may success,
good health and many happy times be yours in the coming year.
1. At the Richmond Hill Historical Society our Vice President is Mr.
Robert Blackburn, a lawyer and charter member of “SBMB Law”
which is located at 10800 Yonge St. in Richmond Hill. In what
year was :SBMB Law” incorporated?
2. On the west side of Yonge St., between Elgin Mills Rd. and Major
Mackenzie Dr. at 10366 Yonge St., there is a funeral home.
What is the name of this funeral home?
3. In what year was the Village of Richmond Hill incorporated?
4. On November 19, 1896 at between 9:00pm and 10:00pm, the
first electric street car (or as it was also known, “radial car”) began operations in Richmond Hill. In the 1920s the Toronto Transit Commission operated the radial car. The TTC stopped running the radial car in 1930 and Richmond Hill took over. In what
year did Richmond Hill discontinue the radial car?
With the chances of having a hockey season this winter growing
smaller and smaller, I thought you might enjoy returning to the golden
days of the Toronto Maple Leafs in the 1963-64 season when many
Richmond Hill residents were proud to watch them win the Stanley
Cup. Listed below are 13 player numbers and 13 members of the
1963-64 Leafs line-up. See if you can match the player with his number.
Number

Player

One

Billy Harris

Two

Allan Stanley

Four

Andy Bathgate

Seven
Nine
Ten
Fourteen

Frank Mahovlich
Bob Baun
Eddie Shack
Bob Pulford

Fifteen

Johnny Bower

Twenty

Red Kelly

Twenty-One
Twenty-Three
Twenty-Six
Twenty-Seven

Tim Horton
George Armstrong
Dave Keon
Carl Brewer
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Candied Orange Peel
First, you have to save your orange peels. Whenever you have an orange, put the peel into a plastic
bag in the freezer. When you have enough peel,
soak it overnight in 1 qt of water with I tsp. of salt.
Next day strain and rinse the peel. Scrape off the
inner white pith. Put into a saucepan, cover with
cold water and bring to the boil. Drain and repeat
until the water is no longer bitter. Drain and cut peel
into strips. Make a syrup of two parts sugar to one
part water. Simmer the peel until translucent. Drain
well. Roll in more sugar and leave overnight to dry.
Store in an air tight container. For extra decadence,
dip in melted chocolate.

Heritage on the Hill
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Santa Claus Parade November 1982

The horse-drawn Thompson Stage Coach will be a special
attraction at Sunday‟s Santa Claus Parade in Richmond
Hill. The historic stage coach, now on exhibit in the National Museum of Science and Technology in Ottawa, op-

erated between Richmond Hill and Toronto from 1880 to
1896. It was last in Richmond Hill for the town‟s centennial in 1973. (Photo by Dave Barrow)
This picture was taken from our archival scrapbook.

Answers to Quiz on page 5: 1. 1975 2. Marshall Funeral Home Inc. 3. 1873 4. 194
Toronto Maple Leafs: 1 - Johnny Bower, 2 - Carl Brewer, 4 - Red Kelly, 7 - Tim Horton, 9 - Andy Bathgate, 10 - George Armstrong, 14 - Dave Keon, 15 - Billy Harris, 20 Bob Pulford, 21 - Bob Baun, 23 - Eddie Shack, 26 - Allan Stanley, 27 - Frank Mahovlich

STONG
BLACKBURN
MACHON BOHM
A COMPLETE LINE OF LEGAL SERVICES





Injuries from Accidents
Criminal Law
Divorce and Family Law
Real Estate






Business Law
Wills and Estates
Insurance and Claims
Civil Litigation

10800 YONGE STREET
RICHMOND HILL, ONTARIO L4C 3E4
TEL: (905) 884-9242 OR 773-5921
FAX: (905) 884-5445
E-MAIL: MAIL@SMBLAW.COM
SERVING YOUR COMMUNITIES LEGAL NEEDS SINCE 1975

